


.,)
COUNTY OF VENTURA BUILDING AND SAFETY

ADOPTION DATES OF THE MODEL CODES
BY: JERRY WILLIAMS

EDITION EDITION EDITION EDITION

CODE 1991 1990 1988 1987

UNIFORM
BUILDING AUG. 14,1992 N / A. AUG. II, 1989 N / A

CODE

UNIFORM
PLUMBING AUG. 14,1992 N / A AUG. II, 1989 N / A

CODE

UNIFORM
MECHINAL AUG. 14, 1992 N / A AUG. II, 1989 N / A

CODE

NATIONAL
ELECTRICAL N / A JULY I, 1992 N / A AUG .. II, 1989

CODE



The Ventura County Building

Code, as shown herewith, is a

compilation of the following

ordinances adopted by the

Ventura County Board of

Supervisors.

40320-1.91

Ordinance no.

3773

3778

3904

fODZ

Effective date

June 19, 1986

July 31, 1986

August 11, 1989

A~~) f q~ /99?---



VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.
ARTICLE I - ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
SEC. 1-1. Title (I)l

1-2. Purpose .•••
1-3. Authority
1-4. Applicability
1-5. Conflicts ..••
1-6. Liability .•••
1-7. Severability •

(I) 1
{I)l
(1)1
(I) 1
(I) 1
{I)2

ARTICLE II - GENERAL PROVISIONS
SEC. 2-1. Continuance of Division • • • • • • • . . (I I) 1

2-2. Powers and D~ties of the Building Official (11)1
2-3. Appeals •.••••••••••....• (II) 3
2-4. Violations • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (11)4
2-5. Section Numbering and Cross-Referencing System

for Code Amendments • • • • • • • • • • • • (11)6

ARTICLE III - PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS
SEC. 3-1. Permits •••.••••

3-2. Application ..•••••
3-3. Plans and Specifications
3-4. Inspections ••••••••.
3-5. Fees . . . • • •• • •••
3-6. Fee Refunds

(111)1
(111)3
{III)3
(111)4
(111)5
(111)6

ARTICLE IV - DEFINITIONS
SEC. 4-1. Definitions ••

4-2. Gender •••••

ARTICLE V - UNIFORM BUILDING CODE
BUILDING CODE STANDARDS

SEC. 5-1. Adoption • • • • • • •
5-2. Amendments • • • • • • •

· · · · {IV) 1

· · · · {IV)2

(UBC) and UNIFORM

. . . . . · · · · (V) 1. . . . (V)1

ARTICLE VI - UNIFORM HOUSING CODE (UHC)
SEC. 6-1. Adoption •••••••

6-2. Amendments • • • • • • •

ARTICLE VII - UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS (DSC)

SEC. 7-1. Adoption ••••••••
7-2. Amendments • • • • • • • • • •

(VI) 1
(VI) 1

(VII)1
(VII)1

40320-1.91

ARTICLE VIII - NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE (NEC)
SEC. 8-1. Adoption (VIII)1

8-2. Powers and Duties of the Building Official(VIII)1
8-3. Amendments • • • •• • • • • • • • • (VIII)2

i



Page No.

ARTICLE IX - UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE (UPC)
SEC. 9-1. Adoption . • . • • • . . ••.•••.•

9-2. Powers and Duties of the Building Official
9-3. Amendments . . • • • . . . • ••••

ARTICLE X - UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE (UMC)
SEC. 10-1. Adoption ••••...•

10-2. Amendments •••....

(IX)l
(IX}l
(IX}2

(X)l
(X)l

SEC. 11-1. General Requirements ••••••
11-2. Permit(s) Required •••••
11-3. Application and Investigation Fee
11-4. Investigation and Report •.•••
11-5. Denial of Permit •••• • ••.
11-6. Security Required • • •• . ••.
11-7. Conditions of security ••••
11-8. Permit Issuance and Fees ••••
11~9. Expiration of Permit •••••
11-10. Procedure Upon Default •
11-11. Release of Security

ARTICLE XI - RELOCATED BUILDINGS AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES
(XI)l
(XI)l
(XI)l
(XI)l
(XI)l
(XI)2
(XI)2
(XI)3
(XI)3
(XI)3
(XI)3

ARTICLE XII - SWIMMING POOLS AND FENCING
SEC. 12-1. Definitions ••••••••

12-2. Pool Design and Construction
12-3. Decks • • • • • • • • • • ••••
12-4. Drainage and Disposal • • • •
12-5. Special Inspection ••••••••
12-6. Fencing and G~tes • • • • • • • • • • •

(XII)l
(XII}l
(XII}2
(XII}2
(XII)3
(XII)3

ARTICLE XIII - MOBILEHOMES AND COMMERCIAL COACHES
SEC. 13-1. Definitions • • • • • • • • • • • • • (XIII)l

13-2. Scope • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (XIII)l
13-3. Installation Permit Required ••••• (XIII)l
13-4. Special Requirements, Commercial Coaches (XIII)l
13-5. Requirements in High Fire Hazard Area • (XIII)l
13-6. Substandard or Dangerous Mobile Homes and

Commercial Coaches • • • • • • • • • • • (XIII)l

ARTICLE XIV - COPIES OF CODES FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION
SEC. 14-1. Filing with Clerk of the Board. • •• (XIV)!

14-2. Copies of Ordinance for Sale to Public (XIV)l

INDEX

40320-1.91

i1

(Index) 1



 
 
 

ORDINANCE 4002 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 
AMENDING THE VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE 

AND ADOPTING BY REFERENCE  
THE UNIFORM BUILDING CODE, 1991 EDITION,  

UNIFORM BUILDING CODE STANDARDS, 1991 EDITION,  
UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, 1991 EDITION, 

UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT OF 
DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, 1991 EDITION, 

NATIONAL ELECTRIC CODE, 1990 EDITION, 
UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE, 1991EDITION, 

AND UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE, 1991 EDITION; 
TOGETHER WITH AMENDMENTS THERETO. 

  
 

ADOPTED AUGUST 14, 1992. 



AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF VENTURA AMENDING THE VENTURA
COUNTY BUILDING CODE AND ADOPTING BE REFERENCE THE CURRENT
EDITIONS OF CERTAIN MODEL CODES AS FOLLOWS: UNIFORM BUILDING
CODE, 1991 EDITION; UNIFORM BUILDING CODE STANDARDS, 1991
EDITION; UNIFORM HOUSING CODE, 1991 EDITION; UNIFORM CODE FOR
THE ABATEMENT OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS, 1991 EDITION; NATIONAL
ELECTRIC CODE, 1990 EDITION; UNIFORM PLUMBING CODE, 1991
EDITION; AND THE UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE, 1991 EDITION, TOGETHER
WITH AMENDMENTS THERETO.

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Ventura ordains
as follows:

Section 1 - The Ventura County Building Code (VeBC) is
hereby amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1-1. This ordinance shall be known as the
IIVentura Count 'ing Code,1I may be cited as such, and will
be referred to herein as IIthis Code."

This ordinance shall adopt certain model codes by reference, I
together with amendments thereto, as published herein. These
referenced codes and amendments shall have the same force and
effect as if fully set forth herein.

Sec. 1-2. ~. *:If. The Board of Supervisors expressly finds
that the purpose~:o ~£his Code is to provide minimum standards to
safeguard life or limb, health, property, and pUblic welfare by
regUlating and controlling the design, construction, quality of
materials, use and occupancy, location, relocation, and
maintenance of all buildings and structures within the County
and certain equipment specifically regulated herein.

The purpose of this code is not to create or otherwiseI
establish or designate any particular class or group of persons
who will or should be especially protected or benefitted by the
terms of this code.

Sec. 1-3. This Code is adopted pursuant to the
authority gran Section 7 of Article XI of the state
Constitution to a county to make and enforce within its limits
all such local, police, sanitary, and other ordinances and
regUlations as are not in conflict with general laws. It is
further adopted in conformity with the provisions of Sections
50022.1 to 50022.10, inclusive, of the Government Code relating
to the adoption of codes by reference.

Sec. 1-4.
of the unincor,

rITY. This Code shall apply within all
territory of Ventura County.

Sec. 1-5. Wherever conflicts occur between the
provisions of tflYs ode and the separate codes adopted by
reference hereby, or between different sections within such
individual code or codes, the provisions which are more strict
or which set the highest standard of health and safety shall
govern.

Where conflicts occur between provisions of this Code and
(1)1
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other duly enacted County codes and ordinances, those provisions
becoming law last in time shall govern. I

Wherever in this code reference is made to the Appendix, the
Appendix shall not apply unless specifically adopted.

Sec. 1-6. The Building Official or his
authorized representatives charged with the enforcement of this
Code, acting in good faith and without malice in the discharge
of his duties, shall not thereby render himself personally
liable for any damage that may accrue to persons or property as
a result of any act or omission in the discharge of his duties.
Any suit brought against the Building Official or employee
because of such act or omission performed by him in the
enforcement of any provision of such codes or other pertinent
laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of this
code or enforced by the code enforcement agency shall be
defended by the legal department of the County until final
termination of such proceedings, and any jUdgment reSUlting
therefrom shall be assumed by the County.

It is the intent of the Board of Supervisors to establish
minimum standards for the protection of the pUblic health,
safety, and welfare. This Code shall not be construed to
establish standards of performance, strength, or durability
other than those specified. Neither this Code nor any services
rendered in connection with or pursuant to its terms by County
officers, inspectors, agents or employees, is intended nor shall
be construed as the basis for any express or implied warranties
or guarantees to any person relative to or concerning any
structure or part, portion, or appurtenance thereto or thereof
constructed, erected, altered, enlarged, repaired, moved,
replaced, or removed pursuant to this Code or any permits
against the County or any of its officers, inspectors, agents,
or employees because any structure or portion thereof erected,
constructed, altered, enlarged, repaired, moved, replaced, or
removed, or any appliances installed, maintained, repaired or
replaced hereunder does not meet the standards prescribed
herein, or does not meet any other standards prescribed
elsewhere as to performance, strength, durability or other
characteristics.

This Code shall not Qe construed to relieve from or lessen
the responsibility of any person owning, operating, or
contrOlling any building or structure for any damages to persons
or property caused by defects, nor shall the code enforcement
agency or the County be held as assuming any such liability by
reason of the inspections authorized by this Code or any permits
or certificates of inspection issued under this Code.

Sec. 1-7. -: \:~~--;l,:~Lg:~ If any article, section, sub-
section, sentend, "ause~'or phrase of these regulations is for
any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of these
regUlations. The Board of supervisors hereby declares that it
would have passed this ordinance, and each article, section,
sub-section, sentence, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of
the fact that anyone or more articles, sections, sub-sections,
sentences, clauses, and phrases be declared unconstitutional or
invalid.

(1)2
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AR1Jii5!~~<~~~~~_e~~fJ~~~~
'.'"c---c.',,!

Sec. 2-1. CO~.~~~~_'N. There is hereby
continued withinEne~county-«-< the-"~lrD-tv1sion of Building and
Safety" of the Resource Management Agency, which division shall
be under the administrative and operational control of the
Building Official designated by the appointing authority.

<~~~~If.~l,-;~,;"
Ca) ~<d~ "':'~"~T~Ef<"-auilding Official is hereby

authorized and directea=to enforce all the provisions of this
Code and of the codes adopted by reference hereby. The decision
of the Building Official in enforcing the provisions of this
Code or of the codes adopted by reference, or in interpreting
the provisions thereof, or in exercising 'the authority delegated
thereby shall be final, sUbject to appeal as provided in this .
Code. For such purposes, the Building Official shall have the I
powers of a law enforcement officer.

Whenever in this Code or in any of the codes adopted by
reference hereby, .another code or pUblication of standards or of
rules or regulations is referred to, any language to the
contrary notwithstanding, such reference. shall not incorporate
by reference such other codes, standards, or rules or
regulations as part of this Code or of any of the codes adopted
by reference hereby unless set out in full herein, but they
shall be considered and may be used by the Building Official as
guides to assist in determining whether or not there has been
compliance with the provisions of this Code. The Building
Official shall not be bound by the provisions of any such other
codes, standards, interpretations, or rules or regulations not
expressly adopted by reference in this Code in determining such
compliance.

(b) • In accordance with the prescribed procedures
and with e approval of the appointing authority of the County,
the Building Official may, from time to time, appoint such
number of officers, inspectors, assistants and other employees
as shall be necessary to carry out the functions of the Division
of Building and Safety and act as duly authorized
representatives of the Building Official.

(_~'?,",,;,,~~'!!~J;tl'-BJ~Jr The Building Official shall SUbmit
a repor1:'=' 0 ..~7lf ef~~aunty official not less than once a year
covering the work of the department during the preceding period.
He shall incorporate in said report a summary of his
recommendations as to desirable amendments to this Code.

The Building Official shall keep a permanent, accurate
account of all fees and other monies collected and received
under this Code, the names of the persons upon whose account the
same were paid, the date and amount thereof, together with the
location of the building or premises to which they relate.

(II)!
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__ Whenever it is necessary to make an
inspection to enforce any of the provisions of this Code, or
whenever the Building Official or his authorized representative
has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any
puilding or upon any premises any condition or code violation
which makes such building or premises unsafe, dangerous,
hazardous, or insanitary, the Building Official or his
author1zed representative may enter such building, or premises
at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any
duty imposed upon the Building Official by this Code; provided
that if such building or premises be occupied, he shall first
present proper credentials and request entry; and if such
building or premises be unoccupied, he shall first make a
reasonable effort to locate tn-e owner or the persons having
charge or control of the building, structure, or premises and
request entry. If such entry is refused, the Building Official
or his authorized representative shall have recourse to every
remedy provided by law to secure entry.

~~---~"~____'_"","_4-< Whenever any building work is being done
contrary to -the~~~--provisions of this Code, or in violation of
applicable ordinances of other County agencies, the Building
Official may order the work stopped by notice in writing served
on any persons engaged in the doing or causing such work to be
done, and any such persons shall forthwith stop such work until
authorized by the Building Official to proceed with the work.

Whenever the Building Official finds that a building or
structure for which a permit has been issued may be flooded or
is sUbject to erosion hazard if the work is completed in the
manner proposed, or that the completion of such work will cause
the flooding of other buildings or structures, the Building
Official may order all work stopped and refer the matter to the
Director of the ventura County Flood Control District (P.W.A.),
or other qualified County officer for a determination as to such
danger. If the Director of the aforementioned District or other
qualified County officer reports that sUbstantial danger exists,
the Building Official shall order work stopped until plans to
alleviate such danger have been reviewed and approved by said
Director or County officer.

Failure to order work stopped or to make such referral or
both shall not be construed as a representation that danger of
flooding or erosion does not or will not exist if the work is
completed· the manner proposed.

> ~~_ _=---~:'"-'-- . Whenever any building or
structure or equ1.pment---therein regulated by this Code is being
used contrary to the provisions of this Code, the Building
Official may order such use discontinued and the structure, or
portion thereof, vacated by notice served on any person causing
such use to be continued. Such person shall discontinue the use
within the time prescribed by the Building Official after

(II}2
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receipt of such notice or make the structure, or portion
thereof, comply with the requirements of this Code; provided,
however, that in the event of an unsafe building Section 203 in
the Un,iform Buildin Code shall apply.

( ~ Pursuant to the authority vested in
the Boar 0 uperv1sors of the County of ventura by California
Penal Code section 836.5, the Building Official and certain of
his authorized subordinates as hereinafter provided shall have
the power of arrest without warrant whenever they have
reasonable cause to believe that the person to be arrested has
committed in their presence a misdemeanor,
misdemeanor/infraction, or infraction, consisting of a violation
of the provisions of this Code or any other ordinance or statute
which the Building Official has a duty to enforce.

The persons who are authorized to make arrests as herein
provided shall consist of the Building Official and those of his
subordinates as he may from time to time designate, whose duties
include inspection and enforcement activities for Ventura
County.

In any case in which a person is arrested pursuant to this
section and the person arrested does not demand to be taken
before a magistrate, the arresting officer shall prepare a
written notice to appear and release the person on his promise
to appear as prescribed by Chapter SC (commencing with section
853.6) of the California Penal Code. The provisions of that
chapter shall thereafter apply with reference to any proceedings
based upon the issuance of a written notice to appear pursuant
to this section.

C... . ~ :t:""~~<;.~"",, J~~~ .~ Whenever the Building
Officl,-a-r-dete'rmines that work has been done without the required
permit, or has not been completed in accordance with the
requirements of this Code, the Building Official may record a
Notice of Noncompliance with the office of the County Recorder
and shall notify the owner of the property of such action. The
Notice of Noncompliance shall describe the property, shall set
forth the noncomplying condit.ions, and shall state that the
property owner has been so notified.

The Building Official shall submit a Release of Noncompliance
Notice to the County Recorder when it is determined that
noncomplying conditions have been corrected or removed. A fee
as set forth in the Ventura County Building Code Fee Schedule
may be charged the property owner for submittal of a Release of
Noncom lia ·

(r".. .. ". . , , ,' ';~ ,. ......::"'A~)JW, The .building
off icfal·····'·or:=c=n"'ls··=·~cautnort~zed?:~~repre'sen-c. '-"-:r-Ve~" shall have the
authority to disconnect any utility service or energy supplied
to a building, structure or building service therein regulated
by "this code, or the referenced technical codes, in case of
emergency where necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to
life or property.

(II)3
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The building official shall, whenever possible, notify the
serving utility, the owner and the occupants of the building or
structure of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such
action, and shall notify such serving utility, owner and
occupants of the building or structure, in writing, of such
disconnection immediately thereafter.

(",W},= .~~f!I~~••
Whenever the bu~' d~ng""OffTcra~

service equipment regulated in the referenced technical codes
has become hazardous to life, health or property, or becomes
insanitary, he shall order, in writing, that such equipment
either be removed or restored to a safe or sanitary condition,
whichever is appropriate. The written order itself shall fix a
time limit for compliance with such order. No person shall use
or maintain defective building service equipment after receiving
such notice.

When any building service equipment is maintained in
violation of this code and in a violation of any notice issued
pursuant to the provisions of this section, the building
official shall institute any appropriate action to prevent,
restrain,. correct .or., ,abate tl1.e, ,violation.

(~JJ.:4~~~~~~~~~~11lf~~t,~~~,~!~~w~m~~~@~t!!~I~N&!j No person
shall ~'InaJ(e connections from any energy;~':?power or fuel supply,
nor supply energy or fuel to any building service equipment
which has been disconnected or ordered to be disconnected by the
building official or the use of which has been ordered
discontinued by the building ofticial until the building
official authorizes the reconnection and use of such equipment.

s~~~~~~~~~~ To determine the suitability of
alternate~materlaIs~anamethods of construction, and to provide
for reasonable interpretations of the provisions of this Code,
and to hear the appeals provided for, there shall be and are
hereby created Boards of Appeals. Each Board shall consist of
five members who are not employees of the County and who are
qualified by experience and training to pass upon matters
pertaining to the type of construction related to each Board's
jurisdiction as hereinafter described. The Building Official
shall be an ex officio member and shall act as secretary of each
Board. Each Board of Appeals shall be appointed by the Board of
Supervisors and shall hold office at its pleasure. Each Board
shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for conducting its
investigations. All decisions and findings shall be rendered in
writing to the appellant with duplicate copy to the Building
Official. Copies of all rules and regulations adopted by the
Board shall be delivered to the Building Official who shall make
them accessible to the public. All decisions of a Board of
Appeals shall be final. The Board of Appeals shall have no
authority relative to interpretation of the administrative
provisions of this Code, nor shall the Board be empowered to
waive the requirements of this Code.

(II)4

40320-1.91/6



(a - e jurisdiction of the
General Boar the appealable matters
contained in this Code, except those matters expressly placed
within the jurisdiction of one of· the following Board of
Appeals.

(b"J1.~$ij~L,id~UIf.<,: ..... Wf.'.' he jurisdiction of the Board

~~:H:~~~:c:~~~:~~!~~!~i:~~~~~co~~t~n:~a~~I
't't(it:) __ "', 0 PLUMBING APPEALS. The

jurisdiction of the Board of Mechanical and Plumbing Appeals
shall be the appealable matters contained in the Uniform
Mechanical Code and the Uniform Plumbing Code.

f:4~ - -~~,-.:~;;:~L~-,'J~__I.~-· The jurisdiction of the
Board 0 ~ --ee- -r~cal-~-App-eaTs- shall be the appealable matters
contained in the National Electrical Code.

(e;~ .,," ' ~2~ -~~~Jft,t4,f[.quired fees as set forth in the
ventu"ra'County" aurrdIng Code Fee Schedule shall accompany each
application for a hearing before any of the appeals boards
authorized by this Code.

S : ._ ._.....' :,.. i;-?~;;- .' -~::tJi:£
(a) -t£- shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or

corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
improve, remove, convert or demolish, equip, use, occupy, or
maintain any building or structure, building service equipment,
machine or equipment or cause or permit the same to be done in
violation of this Code or to violate any provision of this Code.

It shall be an infraction of law for any person to
rem , deface, or. alter a posted notice of the Building
Offici-al or duly appointed representative when such notice
constitutes a stop work order or a warning of substandard or
hazardous conditions or prohibits or restricts the occupancy or
use of a building, structure, or building service equipment
regulated by this Code.

" ~L Any person, firm, or corporation" violating any of the
pro slons of this Code shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
misdemeanor/infraction, or infraction, and each such person
shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense for each and every
day or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the
provisions of this Code is committed, continued, or permitted.

Each and every violation of any provision of this Code is a
misdemeanor unless designated by this Code to be an infraction
or a misdemeanor/ infraction.
~~ Every violation of this Code designated a

misdemeanor/infraction shall be a misdemeanor; provided that,
where the District Attorney has determined that such action
would be in the-best interests of justice, the District Attorney
may specify in the accusatory pleading that the violation shall
be an infraction and the violation shall then be prosecuted as
an infraction.

(II)5
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Any person convicted of a misdemeanor, the penalty for
is not otherwise prescribed, shall be punishable by a fine

of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by
imprisonment for not more than six (6) months or by both such
fine and imprisonment. Any person convicted of an infraction,
the penalty for which is not otherwise prescribed, shall be
punished by (a) a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100)
for the first violation; (b) a fine. not exceeding two hundred
dollars ($200) for a second violation of the same ordinance
provision within one year; and (c) a fine not exceeding five
hundred dollars ($500) for each additional violation of the same
ordinance provision within one year. <f==

. ,M FOR
TS. 'To facilitate cross-ref-erencing between the

~aaopted codes as published and the amendments contained herein,
amendments are numbered to correspond to the uniform and model
code sections which are affected. Thus, "section UBC J02(a)1I in
this ordinance is an amendment to, and supersedes Sectiorf 302(a)
as pUblished in t~e uniform Building Code.

Generally, each alphabetized sub-section of the adopted
codes, for example, UBC 104(a), is deemed to be separate and
distinct from others for the purpose of amendment. An amendment
to one sub-section changes only that portion and does not by
omission of reference amend or delete any other part of the
section such as UBC l04(b) through UBC l04(j).

(II)6
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ere~~ ~ coristr~c'f',""~~i~~~~ I : ~t~:~Sr~~ai~,~~,c~~~~~~;~o~e:~~;~
convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy or maintain any building
or structure, building service equipment, machine,eguipment, or
cause the same to be done, without first obtaining the necessary
permit for each such building or structure from the Building
Official. The terms "erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, II

etc. as used above shall be deemed to include any and all
electrical, plumbing, mechanical, grading, or other work
regulated by this Code.

Emergency repairs to plumbing, electrical, and mechanical
installations may be initiated prior to obtaining the required
permits, provided that such work was urgently necessary and it
was impractical to obtain the permits prior to commencement of
the work. Permits for all such work shall be obtained as soon
as it is practical t9 do so

• ~~~ ~.>~~__~,~,'"'iV. !~j.:;;",--i..."';;CI_I.I._~._~-._~,-_~;.._m~~.. :ii_I·I,Il~-tr:'I·",-Bi-'7"'6f,-I.DJ_m-:l. ~rs.. The provisions of
th~s Co e wrt~respect to plan rev~ew and ~nspect~on shall not
apply to agricultural buildings as specified herein, provided
that all of the following conditions are met:

1. The building is located on a parcel zoned A-E in
accordance with Article 2 of Division 8 of the ventura County
Ordinance Code and such parcel is used primarily for
agricultural purposes;

2. The building is used exclusively as an agricultural
building as defined in the UBC;

3. The floor area of the building does not exceed 1500 square

~{,._ ... ~ .. ~~, ... ~ .... ,--~"~ ilding is determined to be exempt from requirements
for---.-p.reparation of plans by a professional engineer or
architect as set forth in the state Business and Professions
Code; and

5. The building is not designed or equipped for human
occupancy, nor constructed as a private garage.

Except for the required permit issuance fee, no plan review
or building permit fee shall be applicable to agricultural
buildings qualifying for exemption under the provisions of this
subsection. &1t\IIm'Bi-"D<.· ~meDhB'1IIifiml{i"iYdf_lt1!ill'~~~RU.~I0";~'eRl1iiD:S1f~~kca!~
'< .....~•....~•...... __...._';y;-~"'- - - c~::~·lIjjJeilflim1!~n:?}·='c'Jfothinq-herein shall be construed
~sl~I~Y~a¥ng:exemptionfrom the requirements of any agency other
than the Division of Building and Safety.

(c) .WAIVER OF PERMIT. The Building Official may, by
administrative order, waive permit requirements for work which

(III)l

4D32~1.9119



is not inimical to the pUblic health, safety or welfare, or
which because of its temporary nature or special purpose, does
not fa .. urview or intention of this Code.

( The issuance of permits
shall be restricted to t ose app ~cants or their authorized
representatives who are entitled by the regulations and the
exemptions in the state Contractor's License Law, Business and
Professions Code, and other applicable statutes to perform work
regulated by this Code.

1. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner
building or improving his/her principal place of residence or
appurtenances thereto, provided that all of the following
conditions exist:

(a) The residence is not intended or offered for sale.
(b) The homeowner has actually resided in the residence

for the 12 month period prior to the completion of the work for
which the permits is issued.

2. Owner-Builder permits may be issued to a property owner
building or improving structures thereon who contract for such
projects with licensed contractors pursuant to Division 3,
Chapter 9, of the California Business and Professions Code.

3. Tenant Improvement permits may be issued to tenants for
work of a minor nature involving no plumbing, mechanical,
electrical or structural work, provided that the work is
accomplished by the tenant or his own employees, with wages as
their sole com ·

( S. Every permit issued
by the u~ 1ng Official under the provisions of this Code shall
expire by limitation and become null and void, if the building
or work authorized by such permit is not commenced within 180
days after the date of issuance of such permit or if the
building or work authorized by such permit is suspended or
abandoned at any time after the work is commenced for a period
of 180 days. Before such work may be recommenced, a new permit
shall first be obtained to do so. The fee therefor shall be
based upon the valuation and extent of work remaining to
complete the project, but such fee shall not exceed one-half the
original permit fee providing no changes have been made or will
be made in the original plan and specifications for such work;
and. provided further that such suspension or abandonment has not
exceeded one year. .

Any permittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for an
extension of the time within which he may commence work under
that permit when he is unable to commence work within the time
required by this section for good and satisfactory reasons. The
Building Official may, without requiring payment of an
additional permit fee, extend the time for action by the
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permittee for a period not exceeding 180 days upon written
request by the permittee showing that circumstances beyond the
control of the permittee have prevented action from being taken.
No permit sha extended more on e.
(..MDT. The Building

Officl.a may, in wrl.tl.ng, suspend or revoke a permit issued
under the provisions of this Code whenever the permit is issued
in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or
in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any of the
provi ' ns of this C for just cause.

- (-, '. Permits required by this Code may
be transferred from the original permittee to second parties
when legal requirements have been satisfied, when approved by
the Building Official,. a~~~_!1hen applicable fees have been paid .

. ~'(l~~': -~ :c,~~~i:.rERMITS. The Building Official may,
upon e p e required fee, issue an annual maintenance
permit to any authorized person, firm, or corporation regularly
engaged in the repair, replacement, or facility maintenance of
electrical, plumbing, or mechanical systems regulated by this
Code. The annual maintenance permit shall cover maintenance
work which is performed on the specific premises of a person,
firm or corporation and shall entitle the holder to be issued
permits for said work on a monthly basis in lieu of obtaining
individual permits prior to each installation or alteration of
electrical wiring, plumbing, or mechanical equipment.

The holder of an annual maintenance permit shall report all
work done under the permit on a form furnished for the purpose
not more than fifteen (15) days following the end of each
calendar month, or as otherwise approved by the Building
Official. Each such report shall be accompanied by required
fees.

EXCEPTION: Annual Maintenance Permits shall only bel
applicable to commercial and industrial facilities.

To obtain a permit the applicant
shall first file an application therefor in writing on a form
furnished for that purpose. Every such application shall:

(a) Give such information as may be required by the Building
Official, County Agencies, or state Law.

(b) Be accompanied by such plans, diagrams, computations,
schedules, specifications and other data as may be necessary to
determine compliance with this Code and other applicable codes,
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

s~~_" ~~ ,_~~~~>='='_ liS. With each application
for a permit and when require by the Building Official for
enforcement of-any provisions of this Code, plans,
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specifications, engineering calculations, and other data shall
be submitted. The Building Official may require plans,
calculations and specifications to be prepared and designed by
an engineer or architect licensed by the state to practice as
such. Submittals shall include inspection requirements as
defined and required in UBC section 302(c).

EXCEPTION: The Building Official may waive the submission of
plans, calcUlations, construction inspection requirements,
etc., if he finds that the nature of the work proposed is
such that reviewing of plans is not necessary to obtain
compliance with this Code.

'~'$_~"",JC.,=,~,.•;",,-~J[._"':bio.. ,i! .IONS. The engineer or
arc ec n responsible charge of the structural design work
shall include in the construction documents the following:

Plans and specifications shall be of sufficient clarity to
indicate the nature and extent of the work proposed and show in
detail that it will conform to the provisions of this code and
all relevant laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations.

Computations, diagrams, schedules, soil reports, geological
reports, and other data sufficient to show the correctness and
adequacy of the plans shall be submitted when required by the
Building Official.

A survey of a lot may be required by the Building Official to
assure that a structure is located in accordance with
requirements, and/or is situated with respect to Mean Sea Level
such that it complies with regulations governing construction in
flood-prone areas._

1. List of special inspections required by UBC section 306.
2. Other structural inspections required by the engineer or.

architect in responsible charge of the structural design work.

S ~ :~m~~~~~ All construction or work for which
a perm~t ~s reqUTred"~'''~s:;'fiall be SUbject to inspection by the
Building Official to ensure compliance with the requirements of
this Code.

It shall be the responsibility of the owner or person doing
work authorized by a permit to notify the Building Official by
telephone, orally, or in writing when said work is ready for
inspection. Such notification shall be given at least one
working day before such inspection is desired.

No portion of any building, structure, wiring, plumbing,
ductwork or equipment which is required to be inspected shall be
permanently covered or concealed without approval of the
Building Official. The Building Official shall have authority
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90t of any plan review .fee, less cancellation fee,
refundable when the permit application is withdrawn or
prior to commencement of plan review.

to remove, or to require the removal of, any obstruction which
prevents the required inspection of any portion of a building,
structure, wiring, plumbing, ductwork, electrical, or mechanical
equipment, as necessary to verify compliance with the approved
drawings or codes.

(!'~ Fees for permits and services rendered
pursu~n~ Code shall be assessed as set forth in this
Code, and in accordance with the Ventura County Building Code
Fee Schedule as established by the Board of Supervisors.

Refunds of fees for permits and
serv~ces associated with construction projects which are
canceled or withdrawn prior to commencement of plan review,
inspection, or performance of other service by the Division of
Building and Safety shall be SUbject to a cancellation fee as
set forth in the Fee Schedule.

(i.~1Ii,!~~~~-f.:~~~~. Whenever any work for which a
per~~~equrrea~Ey~~ni~~cbde has been commenced without first
obtaining said permit, a special investigation shall be made
before a permit may be issued for such work. An investigation
fee, in addition to the permit fee, shall be collected whether
or not a permit is then, or is SUbsequently, issued. The
investigation fee shall be equal to the amount of the permit fee
required by this Code, and shall in no case be less than the
minimum fees required by the Ventura County Building Code Fee
Schedule.

The payment of such investigation fee shall not exempt any
person from.compliance with all applicable provisions of this
code or any of the codes adopted by reference hereby, nor from
any penalty prescribed by law.

1f1l~~9&\~~~.~~~~DS. The Building Official may authorize
the refunding of fees~fupon written application by the original
permittee, within the limitations set forth herein:
~~ Permit issuance fees shall be nonrefundable except as

provIded in sUbsection (c) below.
(~1:1' Any fee totaling thirty-five dollars ($35) or less,

excl'us1ve of issuance fee, if any, shall be nonrefundable except
as specified in sUbsection (c) below.
~r 100% of any fee erroneously paid or collected shall be

refundable, except for that portion paid for State Seismic Fee
(SMIP).

~1J~
shall~··be

canceled
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~~ 90% of any permit fee, less cancellation fee and state of
a ~rfornia Seismic Fee (SMIP), shall be refundable when none of

the work covered by such permit has commenced.
J 90% of any Board of Appeals hearing fee, less

can- 'ation fee, shall be refundable when such hearing is
canceled prior to the issuance of a Notice of Hearing pertaining
to the case.

Failure of the permittee to make written application for a
refund within 180 days of cancellation or expiration of a plan
review, permit, hearing, or request for service for which a fee
has been paid, shall constitute a waiver of entitlement to a
refund. No partial refund shall be authorized nor credit be
applied against other fees which may be payable to the Division
of Building and Safety when a construction project is canceled
or abandoned sUbsequent to partial completion of the building or
work authorized by a permit.
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they

Whenever in this Code or in any of
or terms are used,

; > ~:;t;elt shall mean any building or portion thereof
ree or more dwelling units and, for the purpose

Code, includes residential condominiums and townhouses.

ItB ~ - ". It or IIbuilding official" shall mean the
person appointed by the Director of the Resource Management
Agency charged with the administration of the Division of
Building and Safety, or a duly authorized representative.
Exceptions: 1 . F ' .
APPENQ{l::~:t£~1t:t;he Uniform u II.~,,~/~,~~~""~otr~a~n~£~¥tM!'{)':'
Graciy.i1m'IJ~~~'1i1Wel±ft'G'e_!f4lJB;\1[1i.rArC!id;-n~~Q:f~&».alf.bIJ~s;Bar£yJF;Jm'e':Cfl1'@:iferrE!&*'r)';:E~eQ'Cil_~

Pli.· , O~;il.d1tt@!-mU.~.B-:l'b~ecR~~,Gj*~dil;k~4Ij!;kDJgA}!I!\~~~l:£ti4g~ieit?;?t:'ftJ'fPl:,
R~eR'e:,ifj:i![tI; }YAl%M~{f1iRmll1tirtz~em~I;!fe'lltfB.q.*~e • The ;~JkIrJl_of
Public Works Agency or his duly authorized representative shall
assume the power of citation for enforcement of O__."UA!,
APPENDIX, as said Power of citation is described in ARTICLE II 
GENERAL PROVISIONS, section 2.2 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE
BUILDING OFFICIAL, subsection (g) - POWER OF CITATION, in this
ordinance.

2. For the purpose of administering those requirements of,
Chapter 11 and APPENDIX I of the Uniform Plumbing Code
pertaining to the approval, permitting and inspection of private
sewage d isposa1 systems, the term II BU~Js.:bRCJ~<D~,*f~i1R*8.~.liit',t~S'ft~J.*UwJWi;m'ea~lili

th~%fffEB¥~~Ji)nlll~~~~'iJr.ItEfI}~"l!if;Dtfcf~m.fi.:liiiifi1t4it'e"'!lJmFdt,.e:CIt'b""Q~Jta@J1gi*lt~i4ig;i~Bjijt~'iki.

sa~t~1ity.t4Q.r~~<l\i~~tlil1lp.A4-~!isi:tl&IlLe:.21eji~eB~il~.M&t~l'![~he~~m.~l
Health Off~c~al or h~s duly author~zed representat~ve shall
assume the power of citation for the e rcement of C~a~~'...
aR'cd~41if~iti-Ht~ - . <t1!¥atfu~1fi?tJnr~llla}

descr~bed-in AR CLE II - GENERAL PROVISIONS, Sect~on 2.2 POWERS
AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL, Subsection (g) - POWER OF
CITATION, in this ordinance.

3. For the purposes of administering provisions of the
Uniform Housing Code pertaining to the abatement of health
hazards associated with private sewage disposal systems, the
term "Building Official" shall mean the manager of the Division
of Building and Safety and/or the Environmental Health Officer,
or a duly authorized representative.

"Bff~tl1~n~~~!~;;g~~'Wl~~~~~:~mel\~1~irshall mean the plumbing,
mechanical:'"" erectncar;?;~1fd%btfTl!V~l:orequipment including piping,
wiring, fixtures, and other accessories which provide
sanitation, lighting, heating, ventilation, cooling,
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refrigeration, fire-fighting and transportation facilities
essential for the habitable occupancy of a building or structure
for its designated use and occupancy.

It ~§;Pte~e-.:~e];in"· 11 Admi n i s tra t i ve Authority II and
all other terms and designations indicating the person
authorized and directed to carry out, enforce, and exercise
governmental rights, privileges and duties shall, unless
expressly indicated otherwise, mean the Building Official and
any duly authorized deputies, assistants, and inspectors.

1I~~Jr~~~f;mfll and other terms designating the local
governmentar-entity having jurisdiction, shall mean the County
of Ventura or the area under its jurisdiction.

'll~~~~'Uftn~~"'4T"'~~~bor'II h 11 th 0 . t f P bl'~:u:-~-ee:eQ~~'liJ.~~e'Cb:,~~liI~n'~~.N"S S a mean e l.rec or 0 u l.C
works·---except~'-flla-.et::,c=re~"':~lit;ll mean the Building Official for
purposes of directing work of repair or demolition having an
estimated cost of $4,000 or less pursuant to section 1401(c)3 in
the Uniform Housing Code and section 701(c)3 in the Dangerous
Buildings Code.

II Frft!@J!."!'ffr;t'
Protection Dl~t~ict
jurisdiction.

4D32~1.91116
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UNt·i_Bkl{~~~i~\~~~i~lIIIff
S~~~iS~~~~~i~~ · Those building codes known as the

"uniform~-aul~ral=ng~~Code~;"1991 Edition, and the "Uniform Building
Code Standards," 1991 Edition, which codes were promulgated and
published by the International Conference of Building Officials,
5360 South Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California 90601, the
purpose and sUbject matter of which, among other things, is to
protect the pUblic health and safety as set out in section 102
of the Uniform Building Code, are hereby adopted and enacted as
the primary building codes of the County and made a part of this
Code by reference with the same force and effect as if fUlly set
forth herein sUbject to the following amendments.

~~~~J»S. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in this Ordinance
for an explanation of the section nUmbering and cross
referencing system used for the amendments which follow:

_g~~~i¥t~t~t~~i;· '~~_"f~:fmfl:ff]a~~
~{ -~:-~~~-~~ Build1.ngs or structures moved into or within

ventura County or temporarily constructed therein, shall comply
with the provisions of Article XI in this ordinance.

s£e~~1Pr~r~r)~~lI~w:§1u<. A building permit shall not
be· req\iired for the----followfng£----

1. One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and
storage sheds, playhouses, and similar uses provided the
projected roof area does not exceed 120 square feet.

2. Fences not over 6 feet high.
3. Oil derricks.
4. Movable cases, counters, and partitions not over 5 feet

9 inches high.
5. Retaining walls which are not over 4 feet in height

measured from the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall,
unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II or III-A
liquids.

6. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity
does not exceed 5, 000 gallons and the ratio of height to
diameter or width does not exceed 2 to 1.

7. Platforms, walks and wood decks not more than 30 inches
above grade at any point and not over any basement or story
below, nor supporting any structure above.

8. Painting, papering, and simi
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10. W1ndow awnings supported completely by an exterior wall
of Group R, Division 3 or Group M Occupancies when projecting
not more than 54 inches nor encroaching into required yards.

11. Agricultural buildings, provided that the gross floor
area does not exceed 1,500 square feet, the structure is not
designed, equipped or used for human occupancy, nor as a private
garage, and that it complies with all requirements listed in
section 3-1(b) EXEMPTIONS: AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS of this Code.

Unless otherwise exempted, separate plumbing, mechanical and
electrical permits will be required for the above exempted
items. Exemption from the permit requirements of this Code
shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be
done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this Code
or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

:lmBMmc~gS~·;~€<<-;;·':·' The
application" ,o-her data f1led by an
applicant for a permit shall- be reviewed by the Building
Official. Such plans may be reviewed by other departments of
the County to verify compliance with any applicable laws under
their jurisdiction. If the Building Official finds that the
work described in an application for a permit and the plans,
specifications, and other data filed therewith conform to the
requirements of this Code and other pertinent laws and
ordinances, and that all required fees have been paid, he shall
issue a permit therefor to the applicant.

Except where special building designs or other mitigating
measures have been approved by the Building Official and
cooperating officials of other County agencies, a building
permit may be denied where physical features of a building site
are such that denial of the building permit is deemed necessary
to safeguard life or limb, health, property, or pUblic welfare.
Physical features which justify the denial of a permit shall
include but shall not be limited to:

1. Precipitous cliffs or other nearby vertical land masses of
unknown stability.

2. Unstable soils or geologic conditions.
3. Terrain which is SUbject to flooding, inundation, or

severe soil erosion.
When the Building Official issues the permit, he shall

endorse in writing or stamp on both sets of plans and
specifications "APPROVED." Such approved plans and
specifications shall not be changed, modified, or altered
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without authorization from the Building Official, and all work
regulated by this Code shall be done in accordance with the
approved plans.

The Building Official may issue a permit for the construction
of part of a building or structure before the entire plans and
specifications for the whole building or structure have been
submitted or approved provided adequate information and detailed
statements have been filed complying with all pertinent
requirements of this Code. The holder of such permit shall
proceed at his/her own risk without assurance that the permit
for the entire building or structure will be granted.

Refer to Sec. 3-1(e) in this

-~""··;.jl-lSi. The fee for each I
be as set orth~rn~~able UBC 3-A.

The determination of value or valuation under any of the
provisions of this Code shall be made by the Building Official.
The valuation to be used in computing the permit and plan review
fees shall be the total value of all construction work for which
the permit is issued as well as all finish work, painting,
roofing, electrical, plumbing, heating, air conditioning,
elevators, fire-extinguishing systems and any other permanent
equipment.

~~1)~~£«~I:~'tI~~;~b~, Pal;nla~rr~;~:~
paid at the time of submitting plans and data for

plan review. Said plan review fee shall be 65 percent of the
building permit fee as shown in Table No.3-A.

The plan review fees specified in this subsection are
separate fees from the permit fees.

The amount of the plan review fee for the initial submittal
of a "Standard Plan" as defined herein shall be the full plan
review fee as specified above. The plan review fee for
SUbsequent submittals of a plan which qualifies as a "standard
Plan" shall be one-half of the initial plan review fee.
"Standard Plan is hereby defined as a prototype plan for a
building or structure which is to be utilized at more than one
site, and which incorporates the same essential structural
features, design, dimensions and calculations as the original
approved plan. A "Standard Plan" shall be void three years
after its original approval or upon revision of the applicable
codes under which it was initially reviewed, or at the
discretion of the Building Official." -

When plans are incomplete or are changed so as to reqUirel
additional plan review, -an additional plan review fee shall be
charged but such fee shall not exceed one-half the initial plan
review fee. Corrected plans which are resubmitted to the
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Division of Building and Safety for approval sUbsequent to
initial plan review shall not be sUbject to an additional plan
review fee. The fee for additional plan review may be waived by
the B~ilding Official when the time consumed in the performance
of such service totals less than one-half hour. When plans are
resubmitted for checking after expiration of plan review and no
changes have been made or will be made in the original plans and
specifications for the work, the plan review fee may be
calculated in accordance with the hourly rate for such service
as set forth in the Fee Schedule.

s~~i~~~~~~I'Jr!lJl~~!~ffRefer to section 3-6 in this
ordinance. (Sec. 304 (f) in the' UBC is hereby deleted in its
entirety. )

on~~\~~~n~:;:~::
indicated in each successive inspection without first obtaining
the written approval of the Building ·Official. Such written
approval shall be given only after an inspection has been made
of each successive step in the construction as indicated by each
of the inspections required in subsection 305(e) in the UBC and
by other applicable laws and ordinances.

There shall be a final inspection and approval on all
buildings when completed and ready for occupancy. An approval
for occupancy and the issuance of a clearance by the Building
Official for the connection of utilities to any building or
structure shall be contingent upon compliance with provisions of
this Code and any other applicable laws and ordinances.

When, in the judgment of the Building Official, unusual
conditions exist which justify the connection of utilities prior
to completion of a building or structure, a temporary clearance '/
may be issued for such connection •

._.~_ :;~~~~JllI~1fg£E(~~':i~!_!I~,!~~D~·. After the ~uilding
offl.cl.a spects the bUl.ldl.ng or·-·-'structure and fl.nds no
violations of the provisions of this code, inclUding "Type of
Occupancy" and Use of the building, or other laws or regulations
enforced by the code enforcement agency, the building official
shall issue a certificate of Occupancy which shall contain the
following:

1. The building permit number.
2. The address of the building.
3. The name and mailing address of

'Ye"> .",••>Jlt'3t~n.
fon 'of that - e']:>uIlding, including

area (in square feet) for which the certificate is issued.
6. A statement that the described portion of the building has

been inspected for compliance with this code for the group and
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division of occupancy and the use for which the designated
occupancy is classified.

7. The name of the building official.
8. :~~~~~~'!:~ the certificate of Occupancy was issued.

:::'·;'c·;c,·~~·~~;"'~';F:"-::;*·~·'''''::'''=-l1c;~atTC:y~'h~-ili:l~;:::r:l1n~cn~m~~];:la1'l:t~w3~:w"i-~1;h-the

t~",,~~,,*,"~":~~e;~~;~_~~~_",d:ed
g~t~~~'l£_~_I~lL~c;::;,,,~~l~t£.,'TE. If the building

Inds -'-~'€n:aE'~~~no-'~-substantia1 ha~zard will result from
occupancy of any building or portion thereof before the same is
completed, a Temporary certificate of Occupancy may be issued
for the use of a portion or portions of a building or structure
prior to the completion of the entire building or structure.

Upon completion of the entire building or structure, the
Temporary certificate shall be surrendered to the building
official in exchange for a final permanent Certificate of
Occupancy, as specified in section USC 308(c).

2:~j[~tlt~lt~~~~~uponapplication by the owner, and
for reasonable caus'e, if ~~t1ie building official finds that no
substantial hazard will result from occupancy of any building or
portion thereof before the entire building is completed, a
Partial certificate of Occupancy may be issued for a portion or
portions of the building. Such Partial Certificate must also
include all required access and existing systems, toilet
facilities and fire protection equipment and systems.

Upon completion of the entire structure all Partial
certificates shall be surrendered to the building official in
exchange for a final Certificate of Occupancy, as specified in
section UBC 308(c).
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TABLE NO. UBC 3-A - BUILDING PERMIT FEES

TOTAL VALUATION

$1 .. 00 to $500 .. 00

$501 .. 00 to $2,000 .. 00

$2,001.00 to $25,000 .. 00

$25,001 .. 00 to $50,000 .. 00

$50,001 .. 00 to $100,000.00

$100,001.00 to $500,000.00

$500,001.00 to
$1,000,000.00

$1,000,001.00 and up

other Inspections and P••s:

FEE

$15.00

$15 .. 00 for the first $500 .. 00 plus
$2.00 for each additional $100 .. 00
or fraction thereof, to and
inclUding $2,000.00

$45.00 for the first $2,000 .. 00
plus $9.00 for each additional
$1,000 .. 00 or fraction thereof, to
and inclUding $25,000.00

$252.00 for the first $25,000 .. 00
plus $6.50 for each additional
$1,000.00 or fraction thereof, to
and inclUding $50,000 .. 00

$414.50 for the first $50,000.00
plus $4.50 for each additional
$1,000.00 or fraction thereof, to
and inclUding $100,000.00

$639.50 for the first $100,000.00
plus $3.50 for each additional
$1,000.00 or fraction thereof to
and inclUding $500,000 .. 00

$2,039.50 for the first
$500,000.00 plus $3.00 for each
additional $1,000.00 or fraction
thereof, to and inclUding
$1,000,000.00

$3,539.50 for the first
$1,000,000.00 plus $2,.00 for each
additional $1,000.00 or fraction
thereof

Refer to current Ventura County Building Code Fee Schedule.

(V)6

4D320-1.91n2 .



S ~lI=i!)!tiftW~FE ;,t'-%J~!1::~~,~~,~:-:~,_ is an area sUbj ect to either
floo n ----from surface water runoff, or from wave
action of the Pacific Ocean, as determined by the Flood Control
section of the Public Works Agency.

~(AdjacentGround Elevation for structures within FLOOD
HAZlffiD ---AREAS) is the point of elevation 12 inches above the
highest elevation of the paved portion of the roadway adjacent
to the sUbject lot, or the minimum height above mean sea level,
whichever is the highest, as determined by the Flood Control
section of the Public Works Agency. (The Flood Control minimum
elevation relates to the lowest habitable floor elevation;
therefore, II GRADE II shall be established as the lowest habitable
floor minus 6 inches in determining Reference Datum for
measuring the maximum height of a structure.)

forS~~~~~~~~~ln~~SP~~~h~~o~::r~~l~~~
compartments, closets, halls, storage or utility space, and
similar areas, are not considered habitable space.

EXCEPTION: For structures located within Flood Hazard Areas,
bathrooms, toilet compartments, closets and laundry areas
shall be considered as Habitable Space.

s~f~1;1!"ft the lowest story in a building which
qualifies as a story, as defined herein, except that a floor
level in a building having only one floor level shall be
classified as a first story, provided that such floor level is
not more than 4 feet below grade, as defined herein, for more
than 50 percent of the total perimeter, or not more than 8 feet
below grade, as defined herein, at any point.

EXCEPTION: For structures located within Flood Hazard Areas,
see section UBC 407 for definition of "GRADE (Adjacent Ground
Elevations for structures within FLOOD HAZARD AREAS).

~~~~~~~I&~,~tm~~jIg~'J~~lDs. The provisions of Sec.
1001~~~in'<---the UBC-- relatiric;j--to Group I, Division 1 and 2
(Institutional) Occupancies shall apply only to such buildings
accommodating more than 6 persons in accordance with standards
of the State Fire Marshal contained in the California
Administrative Code, Title 24, Part 2 •

.~ ~. _ .".~ . :.~. _..~~W~if"i;~~~';'5¥~~~~~~~~~~~~7:f~r~~l~tWi~:'0f~> • I.
Se~~~~2D3~~srrO~~T~~N~QN~2RRORERTY. For f~re-res~st~ve.-----~-:~-.-_.•-;.~-::..:-.:::::'...::..:.."':';:::::--:.-.-::.:::.:..:...----.~~ ~ -.--"'."--"":'---;-"':'O<~·~'?'e,~"""'7~F_""::'~'~-':·'·--"':'-::--'". ,-:--:-:;::;~::,!:-,::--~._-~. --- ---. I

protectJ.on of exter~or walls and openJ.ngs, as determ~ned by
location on property, see section 504, section 1202 (b) and
Part IV in the UBC.

(V) 7
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S., ~~~~.~~~;:~~¥~:;Z;:§S;'A,~;;:<Z~r;;~t':''', :~Jlfl Every dwelling
have"C'a 'as°t' -one room wh~ch i"C':"n'ave not less than
feet of floor area. other habitable rooms except kitchens shall
have an area of not less than 70 square feet.

~N.~"~~'1r, as used in the section, shall mean the
num5~~ot=Square feet of floor space in a dwelling unit
upon the interior dimensions of that dwelling u 4J'~".

b~a~§r!~~f~~Ba@kQ;ig--hJ&J1&+~~jjLt~£t¥lsiti9~~&~fi~~;@lk4f§ji).,>e;wG~$i~'~Sff7~Z~0'&1!~~'

UtQJj.~~E~ce t"~i.~~,*iJ.~~.a:x;",,,,jlJJ1{e}a.s .
No'awn~""t~unit shall be occupied or allowed to be occupied

in such a manner that the maximum occupancy of the dwelling
unit, as determined herein, is exceeded.

~"'~Im~spplIIIBfshallbe determined as follows:
r'or~=:Cf"rrst" two" occupants of an dw .n unit there shall

be--a .,' i.~fT'~flI1 ..... _.,~~, '_...... ..... An additional
100 square . 0 ne floor at:eaF,~jiharr be"""'provided for every

. a &-f0f!;1_1!1.ft,,~)reY8tiwi1{j?i~1fcf'I.''t •
• ,'-''', "o~h'fhg in this section shall prohibit the use of

an efficiency dwelling unit within a structure which complies
with the requirements of UBC Section 406 and 1208.

~1~~_!!!~~~~~m~m~i1n;o~"INGg~~~=m!"~T[iES. Section
1213 in the UBC is hereby deleted in its entirety. (See
requirements of CCR-Title 24).

BUi~m;~l§~-'" ere y amendecf\·~~a~~~:·16 ~~ef~~~;~~

,::h~.=~" .~~~~ ',? ~~=~~_?;;;;LS~,_~.:~"_lC<' ,,;,~.";~~"0~,~:11IBB~~'1!IWt_~~.;j For the
purpose of this code, certain areas-- "in the unincorporated
territory of the County shall be classified as the High Fire
Hazard Area by the Ventura County Fire Protection District. The
High Fire Hazard Area is defined as any area within 500 feet of
uncultivated brush, grass, or forest-covered land wherein an
authorized representative of said District determines that a
potential fire hazard exists due to the presence of such
flammable growth.

S, ~::, _~~ 'c ~e~ ·;j~~~I~_f~~l~mfrfD!lIf'R!§~~~~n;flH:~~~_iI
..~~. The purpose of this Section is to provide a minimum
~~~ndard for the fire protection of buildings and structures
hereafter erected in proximity to areas of the county where
concentrations of highly flammable brush, grass, or ot~er

combustible growth combined with periods of hot, dry winds
create a high fire hazard, and where lives and property may
thereby be endangered.

(V)S
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Buildings or structures hereafter erected, constructed or moved
within or into designated high fire hazard areas, including
mobilehomes, shall be one of the Types of construction::=as
defined in this _Code and shall meet the requirements of this
section. Although their installation is encouraged, neither
manual nor automatic fire extinguishing systems or similar water
spraying devices may be substituted for the fire protection set
forth herein.

(~~~ Roof coverings shall be fire retardant Class A,
B or·~C-=as specified in section 3203 (a), (b) and (c) in the DBC,
except that no wooden shakes or shingles, treated or untreated,
shall be permitted.

(~~~~~~ Fire-resistive protection of exterior
walls~~and~openings, as determined by location on property, shall
be as required by section 504 in the UBC.

EXCEPTION: No exterior wall covering of a building shall
provide less fire resistance than that afforded by: 7/S-inch
exterior cement plaster; 1-inch nominal thickness solid wood
siding; 1/2-inch textured plywood siding having a groove
depth of lIS-inch or less; 7/16-inch hardwood siding; 5/S
inch particleboard, exterior type 2-M; or SIS-inch exterior
plywood, Texture 111, having a groove depth of 1/4-inch or
less. Fire-retardant treated or untreated wood shingle or
shake sidin sha 7~UQj; be permitted.
(~l -0~ ~,~'C,~~-_:C;mts. Where underfloor areas are not

enclose by· ire-resistive construction conforming to the
requirements of subsection (b) above, the underside of the floor
system shall be fire-protected as set forth in subsection (d).

(,,, G .- ...
Architectural projections such as roof overhangs and soffits,
balconies and decks, and other elements of buildings which have
combustible structural elements in the horizontal plane, shall
be protected with materials approved for 1-hour fire-resistive
construction on the lower, fire-exposed side and shall have 1
hour fire-resistive supporting columns unless the details of
construction conform to those for heavy timber as described in
section 2106 in the UBC.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. Combustible st.ructural members in horizontal
projections may be unprotected timbers of size 4 x 6 or
larger when used as rafters or as stair, balcony, or deck
supports or for similar purposes.
2. Heavy timber. roof decking at eaves and rakes may be

unprotected provided a fascia of not less than 2-inch nominal
thickness and not less ih depth than the cut end of the rafter
is installed at the roof's edge.

3. Patios, carports, arbors and open latticework sunshades
may be constructed of any materials allowed by this Code.

(V)9
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4. Balconies and decks 30 inches or more above grade may have
flooring of not less than 2-inch nominal thickness lumber or
material of equivalent fire resistance. Such flooring may be
spaced not more than 1/4- inch apart and need not be fire
protected on the underside.

Balconies and decks less than 30 inches above grade shall be
solidly floored without gaps and shall be fire-protected on the
underside as required by this section. In lieu of fire
protection, such balconies and decks may be enclosed from floor
surface to grade in the manner prescribed for exterior walls in
subsection (b) of this section.

5. Combustible exterior columns directly supporting roofs,
stairs, balconies, and decks may be size 4 x 4 or larger.
Columns and beams supporting interior floor loads may be size
6 x 6 or larger.

(~ .•~."••T Attic or foundation ventilation
openings or louvers shall not be located at or within 18 11

,

measured vertically, of eaves or rakes, soffits, balconies,
decks, or similar exterior overhangs which may be directly
exposed to a fire in adjacent hazardous grass or brush areas.

~€'~~:~:;t~~fr:l~~l~~~~~;'~· . The Building
Off1c1al-may wa1ve the requ1rements of Sec. UBC 1602 (a) through
(e) above, in whole or in part, for specific construction
projects within the High Fire Hazard Area when such waiver is
approved by an authorized representative of the Ventura county
Fire Protection District, based upon site conditions which
justify a reduction in fire resistance.

,:..~~flQ~~I!1!)~~~?!r;;J;J~~lt~lt~~~~~~~fDIN_~A'Wm) . Each
j~'''Y'''f'o,?,c~€JiEireqUIrementsof this section shall be

provided with a helistop. A clear, unobstructed landing area
having minimum dimensions of thirty-five feet (35') on all sides
shall be located as approved by the Fire Department on the roof
of the building. For structural design standards, refer to
section 2308(c) in the USC. (Refer to section 701 for Hel~stopI
Occupancy Classification, and section 710 for other design
requirements. )

Se~~~~' .~2~~:£f2.f,;;2JE;'~:S':~~;\iiT The expansive
characteristics of soil shall be determined by procedures in
accordance with UBC standard Number 29-2, and the soils shall be
classified according to Table Number 29-C of this Code.
Foundations for structures bearing on soils with an expansion
index greater than 20, as determined by USC Standard Number 29
2, shall require special design consideration. In the event the
soil expansion index varies with depth, the weighted index shall
be determined "according to Table 'Number 29-D in the UBC. The
Soil.Expansion Index shall be listed in all soils investigation
reports.

(V)lO
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A test to determine the soil expansion index shall be
conducted for each building site except that in subdivisions the
frequency of testing need not exceed one test per five
contiguous lots or one test per five acres, whichever area is
smaller. Such tests shall be made after rough grading is
completed. Tests shall include a determination of the expansion
~index for the most expansive soil encountered within the top
four feet at each test location whether in cut or fill or a
combination thereof.

The expansion index for soil on subdivision lots which have
not been individually tested shall be assumed to correspond to
the highest reading determined by tests on proximate lots.

S~~-~--~~< i~1ii~iiiF£fiiYIi. "N •
1. GENERAL. The classification of the soil at each building

site shall be determined when required by the Building Official.
Such determination shall be made by a California-licensed
engineer experienced in soil engineering.

7",,,~~,,=:,=:,,",.,*~~~t1~~~'~J:t. The classification of soil
shall be based on o]:)ger-Va~t=Ior(,:c,cand necessary tests of the
materials disclosed by borings or excavations made in
appropriate locations. Additional studies may be required to
evaluate soil strength, the effect of moisture variation on soil
bearing capacity, compressibility and expansiveness.

Whenever, in the opinion of the Building Official, the
adequacy and stability of a building site cannot be determined
by the test borings or excavations required by this section he
may require a special geologic, hydrologic, seismic, or other
investigation and report. Geologic investigations such as those
for hillside stability or seismic hazards shall be conducted by
a California-certified Engineering Geologist.

~1!~lJIrr~I'~~~~_;:.;tfll~ifr~~ifi~~~~.za~~13'T$ZI~i£~:<~ II
_ "lS to 'h.;;:;:.;,,~"~.RA~N1(~~E;&:~'G251M0iiSTURE·i;~;p

1.~~~. Provisions shall be made for the control and
drainage'~-of surface water around buildings. Concentrated
drainage such as rainwater from gutters and downspouts,
scuppers, and roof valleys shall be diverted away from building
foundations by means of concrete splash blocks and/or other
approved non-erosive devices. Underfloor access crawi holes,
vents, and similar openings below grade shall be provided with
curbs extending not less than six (6) inches above adjacent
grade to prevent surface water from entering the underfloor
area.

'.'~ :r~m:GflfW[~i~~~r!j, When buildings are located
on expans~ve soila'v'IngE'~an'>"e'xpansion index greater than 50,
gutters, downspouts, piping, and/or other non-erosive devices
shall be provided to collect and conduct rainwater to a street,
storm drain, or other approved watercourse or disposal area.

(V) 11 .
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~~~'~ An approved vapor barrier shall be
installed below concrete slab-on-grade floors of all residential
occupancies in such a manner as to form an effective barrier
against the migration of moisture into the slab. When sheet
plastic material is employed for this purpose it shall be not
less than 6 mils (.006 inch) in thickness. The installation of
a vapor barrier shall not impair the effectiveness of required
anchor bolts or other structural parts of a building.

Foundations at the perimeter of concrete floor slabs shall
form a continuous moisture barrier of portland cement concrete
or solid grouted masonry to the depths required by Table UBC 29
A in this ordinan

i1J#~
aD"
ntb,
lp DIX CHAPTE
fou'hdations. )

$(l!i;

1. GENERAL. Footings and foundations, unless otherwise
specifically provided, shall be constructed of masonry, concrete
or treated wood in conformance with UBC standard Number 29-3 and
in all cases shall extend below the frost line. Footings of
concrete and masonry shall be of solid material. Foundations
supporting wood shall extend at least 6 inches above the
adjacent finish grade. Footings, foundations, and concrete slab
floors at or below grade shall be constructed to comply with
Table UBC 29-A and footnotes thereto in this ordinance, except
when an approved alternative design is provided based on a
foundation investigation. UBC Table 29-A and footnotes thereto
in the UBC is hereby deleted in its entirety, and is replaced by
VCBC Table UBC 29-A and footnotes thereto, pUblished herewith.

1
(V)12

The provisions of this section do not apply to building and
foundation systems sUbject to scour and water pressure by wind
or wave action. Buildings and foundations SUbject to such
conditions shall be designed in accordance with approved
nationall r~~~~~

12 II

2 ~. 12" in cross section, or.Gc·~'1 A grade b~equ~~~I
UBC 29-A, wh~~ll · ~:,Itep§, as specified for
continuous DeiW: Table UBC 29-A, shall be provided at
gar~ge door 0 enin

~~~~~~~~~I~~~~m~~~~=~~~~. Fireplace footings shall be
rein orce W1t -a h~r1zontal grid located 3" above the bottom of
the footing and consisting of not less than No. 4 bars at 12" on
center each way. Vertica~ch~ reinforc'
hooked und~r .. the grid . ."
sAa~a~.@~~~i~ss than that

~~~~~~\r~~~'}~~.(fti -
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retested to the

- each such bolt shall be
,~rt

'<';£'e

Fouria~e ··~~,~g~~;i¥~rf~~f£~~tf;!1ft'~~~~~~\~;
foundation wall with not less than 1/2-inch nominal diameter
steel anchor bolts embedded at least 7 inches into the concrete
or masonry, and spaced not more than 6 feet apart. There shall
be a minimum of two bolts per piece, with one bolt located
within 12 inches of each end of each piece. A properly sized
nut and washer shall be tightened on each bolt to the plate.
Foundation plates and sills shall be of the kind of wood
specifie' '~fe~';~:7

2 • D ' '.. " ··;~&rJ4.i4IJma~(SH4)RiSi~.,
Where addI~Eional foundation plate anchor bolts are required
after foundations are completed, drilled-in expansion bolts,
cinch bolts, or epoxy-type anchors may be used when approved by
the building official. When used, these bolts shall be sized
and installed in accordance with the manufacturer's design
criteria and installation specifications. These anchor bolts
shall be tested by an inde ".~tl<i.~.nt.. j;"~stinqlrat,,Qr Q;"a
minimum of 1.," ,g4;'>~'il::<}11t· ' , ;;Off;;G;t'~;;&le

for the same S1ze
Frequenc 'test ·

~,

tested and certified.
More 'i:GR$4'dft&i'f\::i

selected a~","L '."",-_.~.

F .
same cr'i er1a
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TABLE UBC 29-A
MINIMUM FOUNDATION REQUIREMENTS*

WEIGHTED fOUNDATION FOR SLAB &RAISED FLOOR SYSTEM (4) (8) CONCRETE SLABS (8) PREMOISTENING OF RESTRICT ION
EXPANSION INDEX SOILS UNDER PIERS UNDER

NUMBER STEM FOOTING FOOTING ALL INTERIOR REINFORCEMENT 3-112" MINIMUM THICKNESS FOOTINGS, PIERS RA ISED flOOk
OF THiCKNESS "10TH THICKNESS PERIMETER FOOTINGS FOR AND SLABS (4) (5)
STORIES FOOTINGS FOR SLAB CONTINUOUS

(5) AND FClJNDATIONS
RAISED (2) (6)
FLOORS
(5)

DEPTH BELOW NATURAL REINFORCEMENT TOTAL
SURFACE OF GROUND AND (3) THICKNESS
FINISH GRADE OF SAND

(10)
(INCHES) 'A0-20 Very low 1 6 12 6 120',r 12 1~,6X6-10/10 2" Moistening of Piers aII owe·".•-;g,

(non~expansive) 2 8 15 7 Ii. ·w 18 '.' . , WF ground for single
3 10 18 8 t~~ 24 recommended prior floor loads'1;:

to placing only
.;;;;s'~ concrete .

21-50 Low 1 6 12 6 1!~7f;?~ 12 1-#4 top and 6 x6 - 10/10 4" 120X of optifJUll Piers allowc.
2 8 15 7 ~F' 18 bottom WF moisture required for single
3 10 18 8 .:1~4' 24 to a depth of 21 11 floor loads

~j~i~·l

below lowest only

,:lit Afi,r:%P'
adjacent grade.
Testing required.

51-90 Mediun ~p; 6 12 6 11k);- 12 1 ~ ##4 top 6 x 6 - 6 WF 411 130X of optiRUll Piers not4r1:~(~{
8 12 8 ~/ 'f' 18 and bottom or iI3 il 24" moisture required allowed

E.W. to a depth of 27"
below lowest

3 10 15 8 24 24 iI3 bars il 24" in ext. foot ing adjacent grade.
Bend 3' into slab (7) Testing required.

4jd'J~

l'91-130 High 1 6 12 8
~ ,'j!

12 1 - #5 top 6 x 6 - 6/6 4" 140X of optiRUll Piers not4'"2 8 12 8 i'27 18 and bottom WF or #3 iii moisture required allowed
l~t 24" E.W. to a depth of 33"

1;'(.'
below lowest

3 10 15 8 24 #3 bars iI 24" in ext. footing adjacent grade.
,l" Bend 3' into slab (7) Testing required.y/

Above 130 very Special design by licensed engineer/architect
high

~ . - - .pa
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FOOTNOTES TO TABLE UBC 29-A

1. Premoistening is required where specified in Table UBC 29-A in
order to achieve maximum and uniform expansion of the so
prior to construction and thus limit structural distress caus
by uneven expansion and shrinkage. other systems which do n
include premoistening may be approved by the Building Offici
when such alternatives are shown to provide equivale
safeguards against the adverse effects of expansive soil.

2. Reinforcement for continuous foundations shall be placed n
less than 3" above the bottom of the footing and not less th
3 11 below the top of the stem.

3. Reinforcement shall be placed at mid-depth of slab.

4. After premoistening, the specified moisture content of soi
shall be maintained until concrete is placed. Requir
moisture content shall be verified by an approved testi
laboratory not more than 24 hours prior to placement· of
concrete.

5. Crawl spaces under raised floors need not be premoisten
except under interior footings. Interior footings which a
not enclosed by a continuous perimeter foundation system or
equivalent concrete or masonry moisture barrier complying wi
section UBC 2907(a) in this ordinance shall be designed a
constructed as specified for perimeter footings in Tab
UBC 29-A.

6. Foundation stem walls which exceed a height of three times t
stem thickness above lowest adjacent grade shall be reinforc
in accordance with sections 2409 and 2614 in the UBC, or as
required by engineering design, whichever is more restrictiv

7. Bent reinforcing bars between exterior footing and slab sha
be omitted when floor is designed as an independent, "floatin
slab.

8. Where frost conditions or unusual conditions beyond the seo
of this table are found, design shall be in accordance wi
recommendations of a foundation investigation.

9. The ground under a raised floor system may be excavated to t
elevation of the top of the perimeter footing, except whe
otherwise required by engineering design or to mitiga
groundwater conditions.

10 • .:l1'd.i!l11l!1'j!:¥f~f!\~gbT'fi~~ I
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EXCEPTIONS:
(Exceptions 1 through 6 shall remain as pUblished) .
7. When a Group R, Division 3 dwelling unit or Group

Division 3 congregate r~sidence does not ex three stories
height (maximum he~s~1r
zoning ordrn~'n'Ge.');0"·o"n1·
story, provided that the OC~WI~~~

exceed ten as computed from UBC Table 33-A, and there is at
least one exit enclosure of not less than one-hour fire
resistive construction extending from the third story to finish
grage . quireme. of UBC Sec. 3309 and Sec. UBC

~ - -. ~~~'7~~-=-'~h--

3~ ·

escalators
",.. ,' .... '. ,'... -." ..... !~::~:;.~c-" nterior stairways, ramps or

shactt~~5e;:'~~~'f;;sedasspecif ied in this section.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. In other than Groups H and I, occupancies
and enclosures need not be provided for a stairway, ramp or
escalator serving only one adjacent floor and not connected
with corridors or stairways serving other floors. For
enclosure of escalators serving Group B qccupancies, see
section 706

~i~~,~~~:~ii{:iftll~~rO~~~!i;~~~:~~et~~e~·' ~ I
P, ' '. )~~(§f~~3lir61i1°,

3. Sta~rs ~n"an-"open parking garage, as def ined in section
709, need not be enclosed.

~~~;~~i[tBr~rThe following UBC APPENDIX CHAPTERS are
herebyaQopted as a part of this Code, with modifications as set
forth herein:

CHAPTER 7, - AVIATION CONTROL TOWERS
CHAPTER 11 AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS
CHAPTER 12 - DIVISION II - REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUP R, DIVISION 4

cC'_~_\~'Dr.~:t-mf,?~.·~.·P
~i. :-~ !2L.~,o,~

CHAPTER 35 - SOUND TRANSMISSION CONTROL
CHAPTER 49 --PATIO COVERS

I.
~.
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CH4f£!~!~~~~~Iif~~~Ri;;i;T~i~~iRW~~~·
WALKS _.
CHAPTER 55 
CHAPTER 70 -

The following UBC APPENDIX CHAPTERS are hereby deleted in their
entirety: CHAPTER 1, 10, 12 (DIVISION I & III), 23 (Division I,
II, II I & IV), 24, 25, 26, 31, 38, 53, and 57.

A~' l~:;b~~ea o~~,~~,a~~1~~~r!~~~\~m
Occupancy in a one-story building shall not be limited if the
building is entirely surrounded and adjoined by pUblic ways or
yards not less than 60 feet in width, regardless of the type of
construction.

EXCEPTION: The area of a one-story Group M, Division 3
Occupancy which is used exclusively for growing flowers,
plants, fruits, vegetables, shrubs, trees, or similar
horticultural products shall not be limited if the setback
from all property lines to the building is not less than
twenty (20) feet and if such setback area is maintained open
and accessible for fire fighting purposes. In no case shall
the distance from property lines be less than that required
by zoning regulations.

The area of a two-story Group M, Division 3 Occupancy shall
not be limited if the building is entirely surrounded and
adjoined by pUblic ways or yards not less than 60 feet in width
and is provided with an approved automatic fire-extinguishing
system throughout, conforming to USC standard No. 38-1.

Buildings using plastics shall comply with Type V-N
construction. Plastics shall be approved plastics regulated by
Chapter 52 in the UBC. For foam plastic, see Section 1713 in
the usc.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. When used as skylights or roofs, the areas
of plastic skylights shall not be limited.

2. Except where designs must consider snow loads, plastic
less than 20 mils thick may be used without regard to
structural consideration. The structural frame of the
building, however, shall comply.

Refer to Section 3-1(b) in this ordinance for permit exemptions
which apply to specified agricultural buildings.

stiiiii~.(_mt!111~~:fSr{(Jr~~lijji;~~~~. For the purpose of
this division, certain terms are'defined as follows:
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@~tf:~;~~ii[~~:~~~T'¥"~~"""""_'W~:":~_~t~ shall be residential group
care .,~-~ <l ~~s~f'6r;Z:~~a'mJ:)tlI-atory, non-restrained persons who may
have mental or physical impairment, each accommodating more than
six and not more than 16 clients or residents, excluding staff,
in accordance with the standards of the state Fire Marshal as
contained in the California Administrative Code, Title 24,

par~W~][~~!PERSONS are those capable of achieving mobllity
suffrcien~~to exit without the assistance of another person.

[This is a new APPENDIX CHAPTER restating ventura County
Ordinance No. 3948 (6/31/90), which it hereby supersedes.
section numbering has been revised to conform to current
numbering sequence in Uniform Building Code Appendix Chapter
23] •

GENERAL

s~If1!~~!I~!~:~2~~I2Iiil!'ri~~~t~~1J The purpose of this Division is to
promote pUblic safety and welfare by reducing the risk of death
or injury that may result from the effects of earthquakes

~""7- '-=~,'C<.~.

The provisions of this Division are intended as minimum
standards for structural seismic resistance established
primarily to reduce the risk of life loss or injury. Compliance
with these standards will not necessarily prevent loss of life
or injury or prevent earthquake damage to rehabilitated
buildings.

~~~~~I~RIB~~~T~~provisions of this Division shall apply to
all:I;:ex'rs£l:'ng=c-lJurralngs in Seismic Zones 3 and 4 which were
constructed or under construction, or for which a building
permit was issued, prior to May 10, 1962, having at least one
unreinforced masonry wall. Except as provided herein, all other
provisions of the Uniform Building Code shall apply.
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EXCEPTIONS: This Division shall not apply to:

1. Detached one or two family dwellings, detached
apartment houses containing less than 5 dwelling units
and used solely for residential purposes, and
hotels/motels containing less than 5 guest rooms.

2. Essential Facilities as defined in Table 23-K of the
Uniform Building Code.

3. Hazardous Facilities as defined in Table 23-K of the
Uniform Building Code.

This Division does not require alteration of existing
electrical, plumbing, mechanical or fire safety systems.

~'-~'~;:li:iiffi6~~:i~2;~j1

s. _.·~:S::3:~~;:;z;;(~ij'h;;I':;iDefinitions. For the purposes of this Division,
the applicable definitions in the Uniform Building Code shall
also apply.

'~RiI'S;K:.2;:B ~ .,__ ~~_. s any building, other than an, essential
or hazardous building, having an occupant ""'~occupants
or more as determined by section 3302(a) of the Uniform Building
Code.

EXCEPTIONS: A high risk building shall not include the
following:

1. Any building having exterior walls braced with masonry
crosswalls or woodframe crosswalls spaced less than 40
feet apart in each story. Crosswalls shall be full
story height with a minimum length of 1-1/2 times the
story height.

2. Any building used for its intended purpose, as
determined by the Building Official for less than 20
hours per week.

I1§W:~~~~~JI~t~HG!~r~any building, other than an essential or
hazardous'-bulldinq, having an occupant load of
occupants as determined by Section 3302 (a) of the" uniform
Building Code.

~~~~~~~~~~;;Ql~Q~~s any building, not classified as a
high~risk'bu£ldlnc;f't)r·~an··~essential· or hazardous building, having
an occupant load of ''; s determined by
Section 3302(a) of the Un~ o·
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( ~,c,,=_~,~~[~~__;~;~fjfi1j~lli~~!llf~Jf'~~f~J,3rhe rating classifications
identified in Table A-23-E are hereby established and each
building within the scope of this Division shall be placed in
one such rating classification by the Building Official. The
total occupant load of the entire building as determined by
section 3302(a) of the Uniform Building Code shall be used to
determine the rating classification.

EXCEPTION: For purposes of this Division, portions of
buildings constructed to act independently when resisting
seismic forces may be placed in separate rating
classifications.

(c,~~lfmVPBW1¥I~~;:k1f.q\\~~~'li'-etf~";*\i;1Z"' 1. The owner of each
building within the scope of'--th"is Division shall, upon service
of an order and within the time limits set forth in this
Division, cause a structural analysis to be made of the building
by an engineer or architect licensed by the state to practice as
such and, i~ enga::;.i:a.£ii;:;: a.__ -~ , ~~ eaMA~'-

s....._s~ . .. , the owner shall cause it
to be structurally altered to conform to such standards or shall
cause the building to be demolished.

2. The owner of a building within the scope of this Division
shall comply with the requirements set forth above by sUbmitting
to the Building Official for review within the stated time
limits:

A. within 270 days after service of the order, a
structural analysis, which is sUbject to approval by the
Building Official, and which shall demonstrate that the building

·meets the minimum requirements of this Division; or

B. within 270 days after service of the order, the
structural analysis and plans for structural alterations of the
building to comply with this Division; or

c. within 120 days after service of the order, plans for
the installation of wall anchors in accordance with the
requirements specified in section 2348; or

D. within 270 days after service of the order, plans for
the demolition of the building.

3. After plans are submitted and approved by the Building
Official, the owner shall obtain a building permit and then
commence and complete the required construction or demolition
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within the time limits set forth in Table No. A-23-F. These
time limits shall begin to run from the date the order is served
in accordance with section 2383(d)2, except that the time limit
to commence structural alteration or demolition shall begin to
run from the date the building permit is issued.

4. Owners electing to comply with Item 2C of this subsection
are also required to comply with Items 2B or 2D of this
subsection provided, however, that the 270-day period provided
for in Item 2B or 2D and the time limits for obtaining a
building permit and to complete structural alterations or
building demolition set forth in Table A-23-F shall be extended
in accordance with Table No. A-23-G. Each such extended time
limit shall begin to run from the date the order is served in
accordance with Section 2383(d) except that the time limit to
commence structural alterations or demolition shall begin to run
from the date the building permit is issued.

Offie ~'~"Jffrn'~'~rfle"s ;~: ~~~~~i~~
Table No. A-23-G, issue an order as provided in this section to
the owner of each buildings within the scope of this Division.

B. Prior to the service of an order as set forth in Table
No. A-23-G, a bulletin may be issued to the owner as shown upon
the last equalized assessment roll or to the person in apparent
charge or control of a building considered by the Building
Official to be within the scope of this Division. The bulletin
may contain information the Building Official deems appropriate.
The bulletin may be issued by mail or in person.

serv~e '''.!'''~~'''15 ~•• "fl~~ri;;::e ~~r t~~:
Division shall be in accordance with the rating classification
as shown on Table No. A-23-G. Within each separate rating
classification, the priority of the order shall normally be
based upon the occupant load of the building. The owners of the
buildings housing the largest occupant loads shall be served
first. The minimum time period. prior to the service of the
order as shown on Table No. A-23-G shall be measured from the
effective date of this Division. The Building Official may,
upon receipt of a written request from the owner, order such
owner to bring his building into compliance with this Division
prior to the normal service date for such building set forth in
this Division.

3~G»1SJ[I.'~f~~~1$'«iJ,Q~.1[~~.~ The order shall be in writing and
shall be·'··~se'rvea.?=8'it:He'rt~'c~ersonallyor by certified or registered
mail upon the owner as shown on the last equalized assessment
roll, and upon the person, if any, in apparent charge or control
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of the building. The order shall specify that the building has
been determined by the Building Official to be within the scope
of this Division and, therefore, is required to meet the minimum
seismic standards of this Division. The order shall specify the
rating classification of the building and shall be accompanied
by a copy of Section 2383 (c), which sets forth the owner's
alternatives and time lil1\its;for compliance.

. - ~~-t~itr~~~~1!~_;~j}~~~~;) lrhe owner of the building may
appeal fflng~~rrFYtc1a~~s initial determination that the
building is within the scope of this Division to the Board of
Appeals established by section 2-3 of the Ventura County
Building Code. Such appeal shall be filed with the Board within
60 days from the service date of the order described in section
2383(d)3. Any such appeal shall be decided by the Board no
later than 90 days after writing and the grounds thereof shall
be stated clearly and concisely. Requests for modifications
from any other determinations, orders or actions by the Building
Official pursuant to this Division shall be made in accordance
with the procedures established in sections 105 and 106 of the
Uniform Build' Jj.@.,!L_/,.

t . ; -W;~!~~:iAt the time that the Building Official
serves '~a~mentr~ned order I the Building Official shall
also file with the Office of the County Recorder a certificate
stating that the sUbject building is within the scope of this
Division and is a potentially earthquake hazardous building .

. The certificate shall also state that the owner thereof has been
ordered to structurally analyze the building and to structurally
alter or demolish it where compliance with this Division has not
been demonstrated.

If the building is either demolished, found not to be within the
scope of this Division or is structurally capable of resisting
minimum seismic forces required by this Division as a result of
structural alterations or an analysis, the Building Official
shall file with the Office of the County Recorder a form
terminating the status of the sUbject building as being
classified within the scope of this Division.

6~~~e~~~~~g0~Ifthe owner or other person in charge or
control~~Y~n~~~U5Jectbuilding fails to comply with any order
issued by the Building Official pursuant to this Division within
any of the time limits set forth in Section 2383 (c), the
Building Official shall verify that the owner of record of this
building has been properly served. If the order has been served
on the owner of record, then the Building Official shall order
that the entire building be vacated and that the building remain
vacated until such order has been complied with. If compliance
with such order has not been accomplished within 90 days after
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the date the building has been ordered vacated or such
additional time as may have been granted by the Board of
Appeals, the Building Official may order its demolition in
accordance with the provisions of section 203 of the Uniform
Building Code.

G;'~NB~~~}t)E'Ui[iiR1EM;E'Nq!cS[~~iilt£~1Vj";;'t
~··,~~--ii--:::i.:;.~~i~-::-..":o.~;_::"f:...~-./;:.:.::;;;.t::;;::::=::,~~:~:~::,;~:_::t;;-;::;~~~:~;_:.':;--- ~-.->~:f';0·t~:~-~~:.:?: :~:~-- -.-.-..--. ~ ,~~-:-:;

s;e~~8!~~rf~~7~~~~tt(~I_%!' All buildings shall have a
~+e~~~~~Qnforming with section 2303(b) of the Uniform
Buildrng Code, except as modified by this Division.

(!\}lf~~~~~~'J!ltl~!!~~';XllJ7>'~sg~l'J;!~~'~~~2S:r:;ff!~~c~'!!~Et~9hsand repairs
required to meet the provisI6ns""-of",c'tnJ:s""~"Irfvi~scionshall comply
with all other applicable requirements of the Uniform Building
Code unless specifically provided for in this Division.

~~.,=~l"~Diiirj,;;~q~!;!~?~iJi.J;;G2~;Thefollowing construction
inf oif;~alT~~-Ee~~~rnclude(r-~~rii.,. the plans required by this
Division.

1. Accurately dimensioned floor and roof plans showing
existing walls and the size and spacing of floor and roof
framing members and sheathing materials. The plans shall
indicate all existing and new crosswalls and their materials of
construction. The location of the crosswalls and their openings
shall be fully dimensioned and drawn to scale on the plans.

2. Accurately dimensioned wall elevations showing
openings, piers, wall classes as defined in Section 2385(c)3F,
thicknesses, and heights, wall shear test locations, ~racks or
damaged portions requiring repairs, the general condition of the
mortar joints, and if and where the joints require pointing.
Where the exterior face is veneer, the type of veneer, its
thickness and its bonding and/or ties to the structural wall
masonry shall also be reported.

3. The type of interior wall and ceiling surfaces.

4 • The extent and type of existing wall anchorage to
floors and roof "when utilized in the design.

5. The extent and type of parapet corrections which were
previously performed, if any.

6. Repair details, if any, of cracked or damaged
unreinforced masonry walls required to resist forces specified
in this Division.
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7. All other plans, sections, and details necessary to
delineate required retrofit construction including those items
in section 2389.

(d) Definitions. For the purposes of this Division, the
applicable definitions in the Uniform Building Code shall also
apply.

COLLAR JOINT is the vertical space between adjacent wythes
and may contain mortar.

CROSSWALL is a wall that meets the requirements of section
2388(d)3. (A crosswall is not necessarily a shear wall).

CROSSWALL SHEAR CAPACITY is the length of the crosswall
multiplied by the allowable shear-value, vcLo •

DIAPHRAGM EDGE is the intersection of the horizontal
diaphragm and a shear wall.

DIAPHRAGM SHEAR CAPACITY is the depth of the diaphragm
mUltiplied by the allowable shear value, vuD.

FLEXIBLE DIAPHRAGM is a diaphragm of wood construction or
other construction of similar flexibility.

NORMAL WALL is a wall perpendicular to the direction of
seismic forces.

OPEN FRONT is an exterior wall plane without vertical
elements in one or more stories which resist the required
lateral forces.

POINTING is the partial reconstruction of the bed joints of
a URM wall as defined in UBC Standard No. 24-42 ••~_._.'(URM) WALL
the area of reinforc~nq steel is
required by the Uniform Building

masonry wall In which
of that

masonry.

UNREINFORCED MASONRY BEARING WALL is a URM wall which
provides the vertical support for a floor or roof for which the
total superimposed load is over 100 pounds per linear foot of
wall.

YIELD STORY DRIFT is the lateral displacement of one level
relative to the level above or below at which yield stress is
first developed in a frame member.
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(8) Symbols and Notations. For the purposes of this
Chapter, the applicable symbols and definitions in the Uniform
Building Code shall also apply.

As = Area of unreinforced masonry pier in square inches.

Area of the bed joints above and below the test specimen
for each in-place shear test. .

Numerical coefficient as specified in section 2312(g) and
given in Table 23-P of the Uniform Building Code and Table
A-23-A of this Division.

D = In-plane width dimension of pier in inches; or depth of
diaphragm in feet.

DCR = Demand-capacity ratio specified in section 2388(d).

F = Force applied to a wall at level "x", in pounds.wx
H = Least clear height of opening on either side of pier.

hit = Height/thickness ratio of URM wall. Height "h II is
measured between wall anchorage levels.

Span of diaphragm between shear walls, or span .between
shear wall and open front, in feet.

Length of crosswall, in feet.

Effective span for an open front building specified in
section 2388(d)8, in feet.

Superimposed dead load at the top of the pier under
consideration, in pounds.

= Actual dead plus live load in place at the time of
testing, in pounds.

v.A, the allowable shear in any URM pier, in pounds.

= Total shear capacity of crosswalls in the direction of
analysis immediately below the diaphragm level being
investigated, EVcLoi in pounds.

L =

L o =

L j =

PD =

PD+L

V. =

Vcb

= Total shear capacity of crosswalls in the direction of
analysis immediately above the diaphragm level being
investigated, EVcLoi in pounds.
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Vr = o. 5Po (D/H) , the rocking shear of any URM wall or wall
pier, in pounds.

Vwx = Total shear force resisted by a shear wall at the level
under consideration, in pounds.

Shear force assigned to a pier on the basis of· its
relative shear rigidity, in pounds.

Vs = Shear force assigned to a spandrel on the basis of the
shear forces in the adjacent wall piers and tributary dead
plus live loads, in pounds.

Vk~ = Load in pounds at incipient cracking for each in-place
shear test per UBC Standard 23-40.

Allowable shear stress for unreinforced masonry, in psi.

Allowable shear value for a crosswall sheathed with any of
the materials given in Tables A-23-C or A-23-D, in pounds
per foot.

Mortar shear strength as specified in section 2384(c)3E.

vto = Mortar shear test values as specified in section
2385(c)3E. .

Allowable shear value for a diaphragm sheathed with any of
the materials given in Tables A-23-C or A-23-D, in pounds
per foot.

~vuD = Sum of diaphragm shear capacities of both ends of the
diaphragm.

LLVuD = For diaphragms coupled with crosswalls EEvuD includes
the sum of shear capacities of both ends of diaphragms
coupled at and above the level under consideration.

Wd = Total dead load tributary to a diaphragm, in pounds.

LWd = Total dead load tributary to all of the diaphragms at
and above the level under consideration, in pounds.

Ww = Total dead load of an unreinforced masonry wall above the
level under consideration or above an open front of a
building, in pounds.
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Wwx = Dead load of a URM wall assigned to Level "X" halfway
above and below the level under consideration.

MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 2385. (a) GENERAL. All materials permitted by this
Division, including their appropriate allowable design values
and those existing configurations of materials specified herein,
may be utilized to meet the requirements of this Division.

(b) Existing Materials. All existing materials utilized
as part of the required force resisting system shall be in sound
condition or shall be removed and replaced with new material.

(c) -,_.-4ift'femt!lt1ryj.WiJllr.~ 1. General. All
unreinforce masonry walls utilized to carry vertical loads or
seismic forces parallel and perpendicular to the wall plane
shall be tested as specified in this subsection. All masonry
that does not meet or exceed the minimum standards established
by this Division shall be removed and replaced by new materials
'or alternatively shall have its structural functions replaced by
new materials and anchored to supporting elements.

2. Lay-Up of Walls. The facing and backing shall be
bonded so that not less than 10 percent of the exposed face area
is composed of solid headers extending not less than 4 inches
into the backing. The clear distance between adjacent full
length headers shall not exceed 24 inches vertically or
horizontally. Where the backing consists of two or more 'wythes,
the headers shall extend not less than 4 inches into the most
distant wythe or the backing wythes shall be bonded together
with separate headers whose area
and spacing conform to the foregoing. Wythes of walls not
bonded as described above shall be considered as veneer. The
veneer wythe shall not be included in the effective thickness
used in calCUlating the height to thickness and the shear
capacity of the wall.

3. Mortar. A. Tests. The quality of mortar in all
masonry walls shall be determined by performing in-place shear
test in accordance with UBC standard 24-40. Alternative methods
of testing may be approved by the Building Official.

B. Location of Tests. The shear tests shall be
taken at locations representative of the mortar conditions
throughout the entire building, taking into account variations
in workmanship at different building height levels, variations
in weathering of the exterior surfaces, and variations in the
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condition of the interior surfaces due to deterioration caused
by leaks and condensation of water and/or by the deleterious
effects of other substances contained within the building. The
exact test location shall be determined at the building site by
the engineer in responsible charge of the structural design
work. An accurate record of all such tests and their location
in the building shall be recorded and these results shall.be
submitted to the Building Official for approval as part of the
structural analysis.

c. Number of Tests. The minimum number of tests
per class shall be as follows:

(i) At each of both the first and top stories, not
less than two per wallar line of wall elements providing a
common line of resistance to lateral forces.

(ii) At each of all other stories, not less than
one per wall or line of wall elements providing a common line of
resistance to lateral forces.

(iii) In any case, not less than one per 1500
square feet of wall nor less than a total of eight.

D. Minimum Quality Mortar. (i) Mortar shear test
values, v t ' in psi shall be obtained for each in-place shear
test in ae80rdance with the following equation:

v to = (Vtest - PO+L/At, •••••••••••••••••••• (44-1)-

(ii) Individual unreinforced masonry walls with
vt consistently less than 30 psi shall be entirely pointed
pr~or to retesting.

(iii) The mortar shear strength, v t , is the value
in psi that is exceeded by 80% of all of the mortar shear test
values, vto •

(iv) Unreinforced masonry with mortar shear
strength, ~, less than 30 psi shall be removed or pointed and
retested.

E. Collar Joints. The collar joints shall be
inspected at the test locations during each in-place shear test,
and estimates of the percentage of the surfaces of adjacent
wythes which are covered with mortar shall be reported along
with the results of the in-place shear tests.

(V)28

4D32(}'1.91/44



F. Unreinforced Masonry Classes. All existing
unreinforced masonry shall be categorized into one or more
classes based on shear strength, quality of construction, state
of repair, deterioration, and weathering. See Section 2387(b).

G. Pointing. All deteriorated mortar joints in
unreinforced masonry walls shall be pointed according to UBC
standard No. 24-42. Nothing shall prevent pointing with mortar
of all the masonry wall joints before the tests are made.

QUALITY CONTROL

Sec. 2386. (a) POINTING. All preparation and mortar pointing
shall be done with continuous special inspection.

EXCEPTION: At the discretion of the Building Official,
incidental pointing may be performed without special
inspection.

(b) Masonry Shear Tests. In-place masonry shear tests
shall comply with standard 24-40.

(c) Existing Wall Anchors. Existing wall anchors utilized
as all or part of the required tension anchors shall be tested
in pullout according to UBC standard 24-41. The minimum number
of anchors tested shall be four per floor, with two tests at
walls with joists framing into the wall and two tests at walls
with joists parallel to the wall, but not less than ten percent
of the total number of existing tension anchors at each level.

(d) New Bolts. One-fourth of all new shear bolts and
combined tension and shear bolts in unreinforced masonry walls
shall be tested according to UBC Standard 24-41.

EXCEPTION: continuous special inspection may be
provided during installation in lieu of testing.

ALLOWABLE DESIGN VALUES

Sec. 2388. (a) Allowa»l. Values. 1. Allowable values for
existing materials are given in Table A-23-C and for new
materials in Table A-23-D. The one-third increase in allowable
values is not allowed for values in these tables.

2. Allowable values not specified in this Division shall
be as specified elsewhere in the Uniform Building Code.
Allowable values not specified in this Division for dead load
plus seismic load may be increased 33 percent. Allowable values
not specified in this Division for existing building elements
with a combination of dead load plUS floor live load plUS
seismic load may be increased 70 percent.
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(b) Masonry Shear. The allowable unreinforced masonry
shear stress, va' shall be determined for each masonry class from
the following equation:

v. = O.lvt + 0.15PD/A...•....•.•. (46-1)

The mortar shear test value, vtI shall be determined in
accordance with Section 2385, and not exceed 100 psi for the
determination of ~.

The one-third increase in allowable values of the
Uniform Building Code is not allowed for va.

(c) Masonry compression. Where any increase in dead plUS
live compression stress occurs, the allowable compression stress
in unreinforced masonry shall not exceed 100 psi. The one-third
increase in allowable stress of the Uniform Building Code is
allowed.

(d) Masonry Tension. Unreinforced masonry shall be assumed
as having no tensile capacity.

(e) Masonry Shear Modulus. The shear modulus (Ev ) for
unreinforced masonry, for relative rigidity analyses when
masonry is used to resist lateral forces in combination with
other materials, may be assumed as 10,000vt , unless substantiated
by tests.

(f) Existing Tension Anchors. The allowable resistance
values of the existing anchors shall be 40 percent of the
average of the tension tests of existing anchors having the same
wall thickness and joist orientation. The one-third increase in
allowable stress of the Uniform Building Code is not allowed for
existing tension anchors.

(g) Foundations. For existing foundations new total loads
may be increased over existing loads by 25% for dead load only
and increased 50% for dead load plus seismic load. Higher
values may be justified only in conjunction with a geotechnical
investigation.

ANALYSIS AND DESIGN

Sec. 2388. (a) GENERAL. Except as modified herein, the
analysis and design relating to the structural alteration of
existing buildings shall be in accordance with the Uniform
Building Code.
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(b) Selection of Procedure. Buildings shall be analyzed
by the General Procedure of Section 2388(C) which is based on
Chapter 23 of the Uniform Building Code or, when applicable,
buildings may be analyzed by the Special Procedure of 2388(d).

(c) General Procedure. 1. Minimum Design Lateral Forces.
Buildings shall be analyzed to resist minimum lateral forces
assumed to act noncurrently in the direction of each of the-main
axes of the structure in accordance with the following:

v = O.33ZW......•.•••....... (47-1)

2. Lateral Forces on Elements of structures. Parts
or portions of structures shall be analyzed as required in
Chapter 23 of the Uniform Building Code.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. Unreinforced masonry walls for which
height to thickness ratios do not exceed ratios set
forth in Table A-23-B need not be analyzed for out-of
plane loading. Unreinforced masonry walls which exceed
the allowable hIt ratios of Table A-23-B shall be
braced according to Section 2389(e).

2. Parapets complying with section 2389(f) need not
be analyzed for out-of-plane loading.

3. Shear Walls (In-Plane Loading). Shear walls shall
comply with subsection 2388{e).

(d) Special Procedure. 1. Limits for the Application of
Subsection 2388(d). The Special Procedure of this subsection
may only be applied to buildings with the following
characteristics:

A. Flexible diaphragms at all levels above the base'
of structure.

B. A maximum of 6 stories above the base of the
building.

C. The vertical elements of the lateral force
resisting system shall consist predominantly of masonry or
concrete shear walls or steel braced frames or special moment
resisting frames (see Section 2312 of the Uniform Building Code)
each with a maximum overall height-to-Iength ratio of 1-1/2 to
1.
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D. The lateral force resisting system shall be regular
as defined in the Uniform Building Code. Except for a single
story building with an open front, a minimum of two lines of
vertical lateral force-resisting elements shall be parallel to
each axis of the building.

2. Lateral Forces on Elements of structures. with the
exception of the diaphragm. provisions in subsection 2388 (d) ,
elements of structures shall comply with subsection 2388(c)2.

3. Crosswalls. Crosswalls.shall meet the requirements of
this subsection.

A. Crosswall Definition. A crosswall is a wood-framed
wall sheathed with any of the materials described in Tables A
23-C or A-23-D. Spacing of crosswalls shall not exceed 40 feet
on center measured perpendicular to the direction of
consideration, and shall be placed in each story of the
building. Crosswalls shall extend the full story height between
diaphragms.

EXCEPTION: 1. Crosswalls need not be provided at all
levels in accordance with subsection 2388(d)4B(iv).

2 • Existing crosswalls need not be continuous below a wood
diaphragm at/or within four feet of grade provided:

( i) Shear connections and anchorage requirements
Section 2388 (d) 7 are satisfied at all edges of the
diaphragm.

(ii) Crosswalls with total shear capacity of .07LWd

interconnect the diaphragm to the foundation.

(iii) The demand/capacity ratio of the diaphragm
between the crosswalls that are continuous to their
foundations shall be calculated as:

DCR = [O.33Wd + Vca ]/2VuD•••••• (47-2)

and DCR shall not exceed 2.5.

B. Crosswall Shear capacity. within any 40 feet
measured along the span of the diaphragm, the sum of the
crosswall shear capacities shall be at least 30 percent of the
diaphragm shear capacity of the strongest diaphragm at or above
the level under consideration.
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C. Existing Crosswalls. Existing crosswalls shall
have a length to height ratio between openings of not less than
1.5. Existing crosswall connections to diaphragms need not be
investigated as long as the cros'swall extends to the framing of
the diaphragm above and below.

D. New Crosswalls. New crosswall connections to the
diaphragm shall develop the crosswall shear capacity. . New
crosswalls shall have the capacity to resist an overturning
moment equal to the crosswall shear capacity times the story
height. Crosswall overturning moments need not be cumulative
over more than two stories.

E. other Crosswall Systems. Other systems such as
special moment resisting frames may be used as crosswalls
provided that the yield story drift does not exceed one inch in
any story.

4. Wood Diaphraqms. A. Acceptable Diaphraqm Span. A
diaphragm is acceptable if the point (L,OCR) on Figure A-23-1,
falls within Regions 1, 2, or 3.

F. Demand-capacity Ratios. Demand-Capacity Ratios
shall be calculated for the diaphragm according to the following
formulas:

(i) For a diaphragm without qualifying crosswalls at
levels immediately above or below:

DCR = O.83ZWd/I:vuO••••••••••••••••• (47-3)

(ii) For a diaphragm in a single-story building with
qualifying crosswalls:

DCR = O.83ZWd/(I:vuO + Vcb) ••••••••• (47-4)

(iii) For diaphragms in a multi-story building with
qualifying crosswalls in all levels:

OCR = O.83Z ~WdY/(I:~vuD+Vcb)••••• (47-5)

OCR shall be calculated-at each level for the set of
diaphragms at and above the level under consideration.

(iv) For a roof diaphraqm and the diaphragm directly
below if coupled by crosswalls:

DCR = O.83Z ~Wd/I:I:vuD••.•••••••• (47-6)
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C. Choras. An analysis for diaphragm flexure need not
be made and chords need not be provided.

D. Collectors. An analysis of diaphragm collector
forces shall be made for the transfer of diaphragm edge shears
into vertical elements of the lateral force resisting system.
Collector forces may be resisted by new or existing elements.

E. Diaphraqm Openings. (i) Diaphragm forces at
corners of openings shall be investigated and shall be developed
into the diaphragm by new or existing materials.

(ii) In addition to calculating demand capacity ratios
per Section 2388 (d) 4B, the demand capacity ratio of the
portion of the diaphragm adjacent to an opening shall
be calculated using the opening dimension as the span.

(iii) Where an opening .occurs in the end quarter·of
the diaphragm span, vud for the demand capacity ratio
calculation shall be based on the net depth of the
diaphragm.

5. Diaphraqm Shear Transfer. Diaphragms shall be
connected to shear walls with connections capable of developing
a minimum force given by the lesser of the following formulas:

v = 1 / 2ZCpWd. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (4 7 -7 )
or

v = vuD. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (4~7--8 )

6. Shear Walls (In-Plane Loading) - special Procedure.

A. Wall story Force. The wall story force distributed
to a shear wall at any diaphragm level shall be the lesser value
calculated as:

(i) For buildings without crosswalls:

F
WX

= O. 33 Z (Wwx+Wd/ 2) ••••••••••••••••••• (47-9)

but need not exceed

F
WX

= O.33ZWwx + vuD •••••••••••••••••••• (47-10)

(ii) For buildings with crosswalls in all levels:

Fwx = O.25Z(W
WX

+Wd/2) ••••••••••••••••••• (47-11)

but need not exceed
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Fwx = o. 25Z[Wwx + I:Wd ( V u
0 I I:I:vuD) ] · · . (4 7-12 )

and need not exceed

F = O.25ZW + vuD •••.•.•...•....•.... (47-13)wx wx

B. Wall story Shear. The wall story shear shail be
the sum of the wall story forces at and above the level of

- consideration.

vwx = I:Fwx. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · . . . (4 7 -14 )

C. Shear Wall Analysis. Shear walls shall comply with
subsection 2388(e).

D. Moment Frames. Moment frames used in place of
shear walls shall be designed as required in Chapter 23 of the
Uniform Building Code except that the forces shall be as
specified in section 2388(d)6A and the interstory drift ratio
shall be limited to 0.005.

7. Out of Plane Forces - URN Walls. A. Allowable URN
Wall Height to Thickness Ratios. The provisions of section
2388(c)2 are applicable except the allowable hIt ratios given in
Table A-23-B shall be determined from Figure A-23-1 as follows:

(i) In Region 1, hIt
crosswalls" may be used
present in all stories.

ratios for "buildings with
if qualifying crosswalls are

(ii) In Region 2, hIt
crosswalls" may be used
crosswalls are present.

ratios for
whether or

"buildings with
not qualifying

(iii) In Region 3, hIt ratios for "all other buildings"
shall be used whether or not qualifying crosswalls are
present.

B. Walls with Diaphraqms in Different Regions. When
diaphragms above and below the wall under consideration have
DCRs in different regions of Figure A-23-1, the lesser hIt ratio
shall be used.

8. Buildings with open"pronts. A building with an open
front on one side shall have crosswalls parallel to the open
front and shall be designed by the following procedure:
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A. Effective Diaphragm Span, LjI for use in Figure No. A~

23-1 shall be determined in accordance with the following
formula:

L j = 2 [(Ww/Wd ) L + L] ••••••••••••••••••• (47-15)

B. Diaphragm Demand/capacity ratio shall be calculated
as:

OCR = O.83Z(Wd + Ww)/[(vu D) +Vc ] •••••• (47-16)

or shall have moment resisting frames (See Sec. 2347(d)3E.)

(e) Analysis of vertical Elements of the Lateral Force
Resisting System. Applicable to both General Procedure and
Special Procedure Buildings.

1. Existinq URM Walls. A. Flexural Rigidity.
Flexural rigidity may be neglected in determining the rigidity
of an URM wall.

B. Shear Walls with openings.. Wall piers shall be
analyzed according to the following procedure:

(i) For any pier,

(1) The pier shear capacity shall be calculated as:

Va = v.DT ..•••.•..•••••..••••••...•• (47-17)

(2) The pier rocking shear capacity shall be
calculated as:

Vr = O.5PDD/H••••••••••••••••••••••• (47-18)

(ii) The wall piers at any level are acceptable if they
comply with one of the following modes of behavior:

(1) Rocking Mode. Where all piers at a level have
shear capacities capable of sustaining rocking, i.e.,
the pier shear capacity is greater than or equal to the
pier rocking shear capacity for each pier, forces in
the wall at that level, V , shall be distributed to
each pier, vp ' in proportiK~ toPDD/H.

For each pier at that level: V. ~Vr••••••••• (47-19)
and for the wall at that level:

Vwx SVr ••••••• (47- 20)
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(2) Non-Rookinq Mode. Where at least one pier at a
level is incapable of sustaining a rocking mode, i.e.,
the pier shear capacity is less than the pier rocking
shear capacity, forces in the wall at that level, V ,
shall be distributed to each pier, Vp, in proportY~n
to D/H, such that V = LVp •wx
For at least one pier at that level:

Va <Vr. • • • • • • • • • • • • (4 7 - 2 1 )

For each pier at that level:

Vp SV.............. (47- 22)

and

If Vp >Vr in one or more piers, omit such piers from the
analysis and repeat the procedure for the remaining
piers or strengthen and reanalyze the wall.

(iii) Masonry Pier Tension stress. Unreinforced masonry
wall piers·need not be analyzed for tension stress.

c. Shear Walls without openinqs. Shear walls without
openings shall be analyzed as for walls with openings .except
that Vr shall be calculated as follows:

Vr = (O.50PD + O.25Pw )D/H••••••••••••.••• (47-24-)

2. Plywood Sheathed Shear Walls. Plywood sheathed shear
walls may be used to resist lateral loads for buildings with
flexible diaphragms analyzed according to provisions of section
2388(c). Plywood sheathed shear walls may not be used to share
lateral loads with other materials along the same line of
resistance.

3. Combinations of vertical Elements. A. Lateral Force
Distri~ution. Lateral forces shall be distributed among the
vertical resisting elements in proportion to their relative
rigidities, except that moment frames shall comply with section
2388(e)3B.

B. Moment Reaiatinq Frames. A moment frame shall not
be used with a URM wall in a single line of resistance unless
the wall has piers that are capable of sustaining rocking in
accordance with 2388(e)lB and the frames are designed to carry
100% of the lateral forces.
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DETAILED SYSTEM DESIGN REQUIREMENTS

Sec. 2389. (a) GENERAL. Except as modified herein, the
analysis and design relating to the structural alteration of
existing buildings shall be in accordance with the Uniform
Building Code.

(b) Wall Anchorage. 1. Anchor Locations. All
unreinforced masonry walls shall be anchored at the roof and
floor levels as required in Section 2388 (c) 2. Ceilings with
substantial rigidity and abutting masonry walls shall be
connected to walls with tension bolts at a maximum anchor
spacing of 6 feet. Ceiling systems with substantial mass shall
be braced at the perimeter to diaphragms.

2. Anchor Requirements. Anchors shall be tension
bolts through the wall as specified in Table No. A-23-D, or by
an approved equivalent at a maximum anchor spacing of 6 feet.
All existing wall anchors shall be secured to the joists to
develop the required forces. The Building Official may require
testing to verify the adequacy of the embedded ends of existing
wall anchors.

3. Minimum Wall Anchorage. Anchorage of masonry walls
to each floor or roof shall resist a minimum force determined by
section 2312(g)2 of the Uniform Building Code or 200 pounds per
linear foot, whichever is greater, acting normal to the wall at
the level of the floor or roof. Existing wall anchors,
installed under previous permits, must meet or must be upgraded
to meet the requirements of this Division. .

4. Anchors at Corners. At the roof and all floor
levels, both shear and tension anchors shall be provided within
two feet horizontally from the inside of the corners of the
walls.

5. Anchors with Limited Acce... When access to the
exterior face of the masonry wall is prevented by proximity of
an existing building, wall anchors conforming to Item 5b in
Table A-23-D may be used.

(c) Collectors. Collector elements shall be provided
which are capable of transferring the seismic forces originating
in other portions of the building to the element providing the
resistance to those forces.

(d) Tie. and continuity. Ties and continuity shall
conform to Section 2312(h)2E, of the Uniform Building Code.
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(e) Wall Bracing. 1. General. Where a wall height
thickness ratio exceeds the specified limits, the wall may be
laterally supported by vertical bracing members per section
2389(e)2 or by reducing the wall height by bracing per section
2389(e)3.

2 . vertical Bracing Members. vertical bracing members
shall be attached to floor and roof construction for their
design loads independently of required wall anchors. Horizontal
spacing of vertical bracing me-bers shall not exceed one-half
the unsupported height of the wall nor 10 feet. Deflection of
such bracing members at design loads shall not exceed one-tenth
of the wall thickness.

3. Wall Height Bracing. The wall height may be
reduced by bracing elements connected to the floor or roof.
Horizontal spacing of the bracing elements and wall anchors
shall be as required by design but shall not exceed 6 feet on
center. Bracing elements shall be detailed to minimize the
horizontal displacement of the wall by the vertical displacement
of the floor or roof.

(f) parapets. Parapets and exterior wall appendages not
conforming to the Division shall be removed, or stabilized or
braced to ensure that the parapets and appendages remain in
their original position.

The maximum height of an unbraced unreinforced masonry
parapet above the lower of either the level of tension 'anchors
or roof sheathing, shall not exceed one and one-half (1-1/2)
times the thickness of the parapet wall. If the required
parapet height exceeds this maximum height, a bracing system
designed for the force factors specified in Table 23-P of the
Uniform Building Code for walls shall support the top of the
parapet. Parapet corrective work must be performed in
conjunction with the installation of tension roof anchors.

The minimum height of a parapet above the wall anchor shall
be twelve (12) inches.

EXCEPTION: If a reinforced concrete beam is provided
at the top of the wall, the minimum height above the
wall anchor may be six (6) inches.

(9) Veneer. 1. Unreinforced masonry walls which carry no
design loads other than their own weight may be considered as
veneer if they are adequately anchored to new supporting
elements. '
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2. Vene.er shall be anchored with approved anchor ties,
conforming to the required design capacity specified in Chapter
30 of the Uniform Building Code and placed at a maximum spacing
of 24 inches with a maximum supported area of two (2) square
feet.

EXCEPTION: Existing veneer anchor ties may be
acceptable provided the ties are in good condition and
conform to the following minimum size, maximum spacing
and material requirements.

Existing veneer anchor ties shall be corrug~ted

galvanized iron strips not less than one inch in width,
eight inches in length and one-sixteenth of an inch in
thickness (1" X 8" X 1/16") or equal and shall be
located and laid in every alternate course in the
vertical height of the wall at a spacing not to exceed
17 inches on centers horizontally. As an alternate,
such ties maybe laid in every fourth course vertically
at a spacing not to exceed nine (9) inches on centers
horizontally.

3. The location and condition of existing veneer anchor
ties shall be verified as follows:

A. An approved testing laboratory shall verify the
location and spacing of the ties and shall submit a report to
the Building Official for approval as a part of the structural
analysis.

B. The veneer in a selected area shall be removed to
expose a representative sample of ties (not less than four) for
inspection by the Building Official.

(h) Truss and Beam supports. Where trusses and beams
other than rafters or joists are supported on masonry,
independent secondary columns shall be installed to support
vertical loads of the roof or floor members. The loads shall be
transmitted down to adequate support.

(i) Adjacent Buildinqs. 1. Where elements of adjacent
buildings do not have a separation of 5 inches, the allowable
height/thickness ratios for "buildings with crosswalls" per
Table A-23-B shall not be used in the direction of
consideration.

2. Where buildings do not have a separation of at
least 5 inches and the diaphragm levels of the adjoining
structures differ by more than one and one-half times the wall
thickness, supplements vertical gravity load carrying members
shall be added· to support the -loads normally carried by the wall
and such members shall not be attached to the wall. The loads
shall be transmitted down to the foundation.
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TABLE NO. A-23-A
HORIZONTAL FORCE FACTOR C

P

CONFIGURATION OF MATERIALS

Roofs with straight or diagonal sheathing
and roofing applied directly to the
·sheathing, or floors with straight tongue
and groove sheathing.

Diaphragms with double or multiple layers
of boards with edges offset and blocked
plywood systems.
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TABLE NO. A-23-B
ALLOWABLE VALUE OF HEIGHT-THICKNESS RATIO OF

UNREINFORCED MASONRY WALLS

Wall Types

seismic Zone 3
Buildings

seismic Zone 4 Seismic Zone 4
Buildings with All Other
Crosswalls' Buildings

Walls of one
story buildings

16 13

First-story wall
of multi-story
building

Walls in top
story of multi
story buildings

All other walls

18

14

16

16

16

15

9

13

See Section'Applies to the Special Procedures of Section 2388(d) only.
2388(d)7 for other restrictions.

~his value of height-to-thickness ratio may be used only where mortar shear
tests in accordance with Section 2385 establish a tested mortar shear
strength, VI' of not less than 100 psi or where the tested mortar shear
strength, VI' is not less than 60 psi and a visual examination of the collar
joint indicates not less than 50\ mortar coverage.

~here a visual examination of the collar joint indicates not less than 50'
mortar coverage and the tested mortar shear strength, Vt , when established in
accordance with Section 2385 is greater than 30 psi but less than 60 psi, the
allowableheight-to-thickness ratio may be determined by linear interpolation
between the larger and smaller ratios in direct proportion to the tested
mortar shear strength, ~.
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TABLE NO. A-23-C
ALLOWABLE VALUES FOR EXISTING MATERIALS

EXISTING MATERIALS OR CON
FIGURATIONS OF MATERIALS I

1. HORIZONTAL DIAPBRAGMS4

a. Roofs with straight
sheathing and roofing
applied directly to
the sheathing.

b. Roofs with diagonal
sheathing and roofing
applied directly to
the sheathing.

c. Floors with straight
tongue-and-groove
sheathing.

d. Floors with straight
sheathing and finished
wood flooring with
board edges offset
or perpendicular.

e. Floors with diagonal
sheathing and finished
wood flooring.

2. CROSSWALLS
2

,4

a. Plaster on wood or metal
lath.

b. Plaster on gypsum lath.

c. Gypsum wall board,
unblocked edges.

d. Gypsum wall board,
blocked edges.

4D32~1.91159
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ALLOWABLE VALUES

100 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

250 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

100 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

500 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

600 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

Per side: 200 lbs.
per foot for seismi~

shear

175 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear

75 Ibs. per foot
for seismic shear

125 lbs. per foot
for seismic shear



TABLE NO. A-23-C
ALLOWABLE VALUES FOR EXISTING MATERIALS?MATERIAL (Cent.)

EXISTING MATERIALS OR CON
FIGURATIONS OF MATERIALS'

3. EXISTING FOOTINGS, WOOD
FRAMING, STRUCTURAL STEEL,
AND REINFORCED STEEL

a. Plain concrete footings.

b. Douglas fir wood.

c. Reinforcing Steel.

d. Structural Steel.

ALLOWABLE VALUES4

fe' = 1500 psi unless
otherwise shown by
tests

Allowable stress same
as No. 1 D. F •]

f l = 18,000 lbs. per
square inch maximum.]

f t = 20,000 lbs. per
square inch maximum.]

'Material must be sound and in good condition.

2Shear values of these materials may be combined, except the total combined
value shall not exceed 300 lbs. per foot.

3Stresses given may be increased for combinations of loads as specified in
Section 2387.

4A one-third increase in allowable stress is not allowed.
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FIGURE NO. A-23-1, ACCEPTABLE DIAPHRAGM SPAN
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TABLE NO. A-23-D 4

ALLOWABLE VALUES OF NEW MATERIALS USED
IN CONJUNCTION WITH EXISTING CONSTRUCTION

NEW MATERIALS OR CONFIGURATIONS
OF MATERIALS

1 • HORI ZONTAL DIAPHRAGMS

Plywood sheathing applied
directly over existing
straight sheathing with
ends of plywood sheets
bearing on joists or
rafters and edges of
plywood located on center
of individual sheathing
boards.

2. CROSSWALLS

a. Plywood sheathing applied
directly over wood studs.
(No value shall be given to
plywood applied over existing
plaster or wood sheathing.)

b. Drywall or plaster applied
directly over wood studs.

c. Drywall or plaster applied
to sheathing over existing
wood studs.

4D320-1.91/62

ALLOWABLE VALUES 4

225 lbs. per foot

1.33 times the value
specified in Table
No. 25-K-1 Uniform
Building Code for
shear walls.

100 percent of the
values in Table No.
47-1 of the Uniform
BUilding Code.

50 percent of the
values for plywood
specified in Table
No. 47-1 of the
Uniform Building Code.

(V)46



TABLE NO. A-23-D 4

ALLOWABLE VALUES OF NEW MATERIALS USED
IN CONJUNCTION WITH EXISTING CONSTRUCTION

(continued)

NEW MATERIALS OR CONFIGURATIONS
OF MATERIALS

3. TENSION BOLTS

Bolts extending entirely
through unreinforced masonry
walls secured with bearing
plates on far side of a 3
wythe minimum wall with at
least23g square inches of
area. '

4. SHEAR BOLTS

Bolts embedded a minimum
of 8 inches into unreinforced
masonry walls. Bolts shall
be centered in 2-1/2 inch
diameter hole with the dry-
pack or non-shrink grout 1 3
around circumference of bolt. '

5. COMBINED TENSION AND SHEAR BOLTS

a. Through Bolts - Combined Shear
and Tension

ALLOWABLE VALUES 4

1800 Ibs. per bolt

(gOO lbs. for 2 wythe
walls)

133 percent of the
values for plain
masonry specified for
solid masonry in
Tables No. 24-E of
Uniform Building Code.
No values larger than
those given for 3/4
inch bolts shall be
used.

Bolts meeting the above require- Tension: Same as for
ments iO! 3ension bolts and shear tension bolts
bolts. ' , Shear: Same as for

shear bolts.

b. Embedded Bolts - Combined Shear
and Tension

Bolts extending to the exterior Tension: Same as for
face of the wall with a 2 1/2 tension bolts
inch round plate under the head Shear: Same as for
and drilled At an angle of shear bolts
22-1/2 degrees to the horizontal.
Installe! §s specified for shear
bolts. ' ,
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TABLE NO. A-23-D 4

ALLOWABLE VALUES OF NEW MATERIALS USED
IN CONJUNCTION WITH EXISTING CONSTRUCTION

(continued)

NEW MATERIALS OR CONFIGURATIONS
OF MATERIALS

INFILLED WALLS

6. Reinforced masonry infilled
openings in existing unrein
forced masonry walls. Provide
keys or dowels to match rein
forcing.

7. REINFORCED MASONRY

Masonry piers and walls rein
forced per Chapter 24 of the
Uniform Building Code.

8 • REINFORCED CONCRETE

Concrete footings, walls and
piers reinforced as specified
in Chapter 26 of the Uniform
Building Code and designed
for tributary loads.

ALLOWABLE VALUES 4

Same as values specified
for unreinforced masonry
walls.

Same as values specified
in Sec. 2409 of the
Uniform Suilding Code.

Same as values specified
in Chapter 26 of the
Uniform Building Code.

'Solts to be tested as specified in Section 2386.

2Solts to be 1/2-inch minimum in diameter.

JOrilling for bolts and dowels shall be done with an electric rotary drill.
Impact tools shall not be used for drilling holes or tightening anchors and
shear bolt nuts.

4A one-third increase in allowable stress is ~ allowed.
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TABLE NO. A-23-E
RATING CLASSIFICATIONS

TYPE OF BUILDING CLASSIFICATION

Essential Building I
Hazardous Building I
High-Risk Building II
Medium-Risk Building III
Low-Risk Building IV

TABLE NO. A-23-F
TIME LIMITS FOR COMPLIANCE

Required Action
by

Owner

Structural Alteration
or Building Demolition

Wall Anchors

obtain Building
Permit
Within

1 year!

180 days'

Commence
Construction

Within

180 days2

270 days2

Complete
Construction

Within

3 years 2

IMeasured from date of service of order.

2Measured from date of building permit issuance.
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TABLE A-23-G
EXTENSIONS OF TIME AND SERVICE PRIORITIES

Extension of
Time if Wall

Rating Anchors are Periods for
Classification occupant Load Installed Service of Order

I (Highest N/A N/A N/A
Priority)

II 100 or more 1 year 180 days

III-A 100 or more 1 year 1 year

III-S More than 50 but 1 year 2 years
Less than 100

III-C More than 19 but 1 year 3 years
Less than 51

IV (Lowest Less than 20 1 year 4 years
Priority
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UNIFORM BUILDING CODE STANDARD NO. 24-40
IN-PLACE MASONRY SHEAR TESTS

'The bed joints of the outer wythe of the masonry shall be tested
in shear by laterally displacing a single brick relative to the
adjacent bricks in the same wythe. The head joint opposite the
loaded end of the test brick shall be carefully excavated and
cleaned. The brick adjacent to the loaded end of the test brick
shall be carefully removed by sawing or drilling and excavating
to provide space for a hydraulic ram and steel loading blocks.
Steel blocks, the size of the end of the brick, shall be used on
each end of the ram to distribute the load to the brick. The
blocks shall not contact the mortar joints. The load shall be
applied horizontally, in the plane of the wythe, until either a
crack can be seen or slip occurs. The strength of the mortar
shall be calculated by dividing the load at the first crack or
movement of the test brick by the nominal gross area of the sum
of the two bed joints.
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UNIFORM BUILDING CODE STANDARD NO. 24-41
TESTS OF ANCHORS IN UNREINFORCED MASONRY WALLS

Existing Anchors

The test apparatus shall be supported on the masonry wall at a
minimum distance of the wall thickness from the anchor tested.
Existing wall anchors shall be given a preload of 300 pounds
prior to establishing a datum for recording elongation. The
tension test load reported shall be recorded at l/S-~nch

relative movement of the anchor and the adjacent masonry
surface. Results of all tests shall be reported. The report
shall include the test results as related to the wall thickness
and joist orientation.

Combined Shear and Tension Bolts

Combined shear and tension bolts embedded in unreinforced
masonry walls shall be testes using a torque calibrated wrench
to the following ~inimum torques:

1/2-inch-diameter bolts

5/S-inch-diameter bolts

3/4-inch-diameter bolts

40 foot lbs.

50 foot lbs.

60 foot lbs.

All nuts shall be installed over malleable iron or plate washers
when bearing on wood and heavy cut washers when bearing on
steel.
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UNIFORM BUILDING CODE STANDARD NO. 24-42
POINTING OF UNREINFORCED MASONRY WALLS

POINTING

The old mortar should be cut out, by means of a toothing chisel
or a special painter's grinder, to a uniform depth of.3/4", or
until sound mortar is reached. Care must be taken not to damage
the brick edges. All dust and debris must be removed from the
joint by brushing, blowing air or rinsing with water.

Mortar mix shall be Type "S" or liN" proportions as called for in
the construction specifications. The tuck-pointing mortar
should be pre-hydrated to reduce excessive shrinkage. The
proper pre-hydration process is as follows:

All dry ingredients should be thoroughly mixed. Only enough
clean water should be added to the dry mix to produce a damp,
workable consistency which will retain its shape when formed
into a ball. The mortar should stand in this dampened condition
for one to one and one-half hours.

The joints to be tuck-pointed should be dampened, but to ensure
a good bond, the brickwork must absorb all surface water. Water
should be added to the pre-hydrated mortar to bring it to a
workable consistency (somewhat drier than conventional mortar).
The mortar should be packed tightly into the joints in thin
layers (1/4" maximum). Each layer should become "thumbprint
hard" before applying the next layer. The joints should be
tooled to match the original profile after the last layer of
mortar is "thumbprint hard. 1I

RELAYING OF BRICK

Replacement bricks must match the originals with respect to
S1ze, color, and texture where exposed. A tuck-pointing
toothing chisel should be used to cut out the mortar which
surrounds the affected units. Power driven impact tools are not
allowed. Once the units are· removed, .all· of the old mortar
shall be carefully chiseled out and all dust and debris shall be
swept out with a brush.

If used brick is to be relayed, it shall be cleaned of all old
mortar. The brick surfaces in the wall shall be dampened before
new units are placed, but the masonry should absorb all surface
moisture to ensure a good bond. The appropriate surfaces of the
surrounding brickwork and the replacement brick should be
buttered with mortar. The replacement brick should be centered
in the opening and··pressed into position.
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The excess mortar should be removed with a trowel. Pointing .
around the replacement brick will help to ensure full head and
bed joints. When the mortar becomes "thumbprint hard, II the
joints shall be tooled to match the original profile.

* * * * * * * *

1i~~~~~~~1~~~~~~~~~~~~---'-:hen required bye requl.rements of Sec. UBC
Appendix 2912 and 2913, a base material shall be installed under
the floor slab and a under-slab drain system shall be installed
around the foundation perimeter in accordance with this section.

EXCEPTION: When the finished ground level is below the
floor slab level for more than 25 percent of the perimeter
of the building, the base material required by section
2916 (b) need not be provided, and the foundation drain
required by section 2916(c) need be provided only around
that portion of the building where the ground level is
above the floor slab level.

(b) BASE MATERIAL. When subsoil drainage is required under
Sec. UBC Appendix 2916(a), the requirements of Table UBC 29-A
for a sand bed under slab-on-grade construction shall be
superseded by the requirements of this subsection.

Concrete slab-on-grade floors shall be placed over base
material not less than 4 inches in thickness consisting of
gravel or crushed stone containing not more than 10 percent
material that passes a No. 4 sieve, and no material that is
retained on a 1~ inch sieve.

Over this base material, dampproofing material shall be
installed in compliance with section 2914(b). The dampproofing
material shall be overlain with a protective layer of 2 inches
of sand. Special care shall be taken to prevent damage to the
damp proofing membrane. All punctures or tears in the membrane
shall be immediately patched and sealed.

UBC APPENDIX 3214. METAL ROOFING
Metal Roofing, when installed

ined in UB
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Sec. UBe APPENDIX 3501(a). GENERAL. In Group R occupancies,
sound insulation shall be provided to protect persons within new
hotels, motels, apartment houses, and dwellings from the effects
of excessive noise, including but not limited to hearing loss or
impairment and interference with speech and sleep. This shall
include wall and floor-ceiling assemblies separating dwelling
units or guest rooms from each other, and from pUblic space such
as interior· corridors and service areas, and from external
community noise sources. Such assemblies shall provide airborne
sound insulation for walls and both airborne and impact sound
insulation for floor-ceiling assemblies •.

EXCEPTION: Detached single-family dwellings not located
within the CNEL contour (as defined in Title 4,
Subchapter 6, CAC) of 60 dB.

(e) FIELD TESTING AND CERTIFICATION. Field testing, when
required, shall be conducted under the supervision of a person
experienced in the practice of acoustical testing and
engineering, and who shall forward test results to the Building
Official showing that the minimum sound insulation requirements
stated herein have been met. .

(h) LOCATION AND ORIENTATION. Consistent with land use
standards, residential structures located in noise critical
areas, such as proximity to select system of county roads and
streets (as specified in 186.4 of the State of California
Streets and Highways Code), railroads, rapid transit .lines,
airports, or industrial areas shall be designed to prevent the
intrusion of exterior noises beyond prescribed levels with all
exterior doors and windows in the closed position. . Proper
design shall inclUde, but shall not be limited to, orientation
of the residential structure, setbacks, shielding, and sound
insulation of the building itself.

(i) INTERIOR NOISE LEVELS. Interior community noise
. equivalent levels (CNEL) with windows closed, attributable to
exterior sources shall not exceed an annual CNEL of 45 dB in any
habitable room.

(j) AIRPORT NOISE SOURCE. Residential structures to be
located within an annual CNEL contour (as defined in Title 4,
Subchapter 6, CAe) of 60 require an acoustical analysis showing
that the structure has been designed to limit intruding noise to
the prescribed allowable levels. CNEL's shall be as determined
by the local juriSdiction in accordance with its local general
plan.

(k) VEHICULAR AND INDUSTRIAL NOISE SOURCES. Residential
buildings or structures to be located within annual exterior
community noise equivalent level contours of 60 dB adjacent to
the select system of county roads and city streets (as specified
in section 186.4 of the State of California Streets and Highways
Code), freeways, state highways, -railroads,
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rapid-transit lines and industrial noise sources shall require
an acoustical analysis showing that the proposed building has
been designed to limit intruding noise to the allowable interior
noise levels prescribed in Appendix Chapter 35, Section 3501(b),
UBC.

EXCEPTION: Railroads, where there are no nighttime
(10: 00 p. m. to 7: 00 a. m.) railway operations and where
daytime (7: 00 a. m. to 10: 00 p. m.) railway operations do not
exceed four (4) per day.

(1) COMPLIANCE. Evidence of compliance shall consist of
submittal of an acoustical analysis report, prepared under the
supervision of a person experienced in the field of acoustical
engineering, with the application for building permit. The
report shall show topographical relationship of noise sources
and dwelling site, identification of noise sources and their
characteristics, predicted noise spectra at the exterior of the
proposed dwelling structure considering present and future land
usage, basis for the prediction (measured or obtained from
published data), noise attenuation measures-to be applied, and
an analysis of the noise insulation effectiveness of the
proposed construction showing that the prescribed interior noise
level requirements are met. If interior allowable noise levels
are met by requiring that windows be unopenable or closed, the
design for the structure must also specify the means that will
be employed to provide ventilation, and cooling if necessary, to
provide a habitable interior environment.

(m) FIELD TESTING. Only when inspection indicates that the
construction is not in accordance with the approved 'design,
field testing may be required. Interior noise measurements
shall be taken under conditions of typical maximum exterior
noise levels within legal limits. A test report showing
compliance or noncompliance with prescribed interior allowable
levels shall be submitted to the Building Official.

APPENDIX CHAPTER UBC 49
PATIO COVERS AND PI~~

PATIO COVERS AND PATIO___ Sec. 4901 (a) Patio
covers are one-story roofed struc ures, without enclosing walls
on more than two sides, and not exceeding 12 feet in height.
patie;> .cove:rs shall comply with vertical and lateral loads
spec1f1ed A -~-

(b) p' one-story roofed structures, not
exceeding 1 ----eet he1ght,' and having enclosing walls on more
than two sides. Enclosure walls may have any configuration,
provided that the open area of the longer wall and one
additional wall is equal to at least 65 percent of the area
below a minimum-of 6 feet-S inches of each wall, measured
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from the floor. openings may be enclosed with insect screening
or plastic that is readily removable, translucent or transparent
plastic not more than 0.125 inch.in thickness. .

(c) Patio covers and patio enclosures may be deattached or
attached to other buildings as accessories to Group M; Group R,
Division 3; or to individual dwelling units in Group R, Division
1 occupancies. Patio covers and patio enclosures shall be used
only for recreational outdoor living purposes, and not as
carports, garages, storage rooms or habitable rooms.
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APPENDIX UBC CHAPTER 51
ELEVATORS, DUMBWAITERS, ESCALATORS

AND MOVING WALKS

PURPOSE

Sec. UBC 5107. The purpose of this appendix is to safeguard
life, limb, property and pUblic welfare by establishing minimum
requirements regulating the design, construction, alteration,
operation and maintenance of elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators
and moving walks, and by establishing procedures by which these
requirements may be enforced. .

This appendix is intended to supplement the state of California
Elevator Codes and Standards, and is applicable only to those
areas not superseded by mandate of the state Codes and
Standards.

Sec. UBC 7002. This appendix sets forth rules and regulations
to control excavation, grading and earthwork construction,
including fills and embankments; establishes the administrative
procedure for issuance of permits; and provides for approval of
plans and inspection of grading construction.

For the purposes of this Chapter, the term IIBuilding Official ll

shall mean the· Director of Public Works, as defined in
Article III j Sec. 3-1 of this ordinance.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7002.5. MINISTERIAL AND DISCRETIONARY
PERMITS. The issuance or denial of a grading permit pursuant to
this Code is a ministerial act for the purposes of 'Section
21080, subdivision (b)(1), of the Public Resources Code except
in the following four cases:

1 . Where the average natural slope within the area to be
graded exceeds 10% and the amount of excavation or fill exceeds
10,000 cubic yards;

2. Where the average natural slope within the area to be
graded exceeds 35% and the amount of excavation or fill exceeds
1,000 cubic yards;

3. Where the proposed graded slopes exceed 25 feet in vertical
height; or

4 • Where the proposed grading is to occur within a waterway or
wetland; within an area officially designated by the County as
a Sensitive Ecological, Archaeological, Scenic, or Biologically
sensitive Area; or within a recognized severe geologically
hazardous area.

In each of the four cases listed above, the issuance or denial
of a grading permit is discretionary for the purposes of Section
21080, subdivision (a), of the Public Resources Code except in
the following three cases in which such issuance or denial is a
ministerial act:
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1. Where the grading permit is required by a condition imposed
upon a discretionary entitlement previously approved by the
County of Ventura and the effects of the grading for which the
grading permit is required were addressed in an environmental
document prepared and certified with respect to that previously
approved entitlement; or

2. Where the grading is related to oilfield operations,
involving the exploration for or the development or production
of oil, and all of the following conditions are satisfied:

(a) The grading will be restricted to an area on which such
oilfield operations may lawfully take place pursuant to an
outstanding use permit for such operations issued by the county;

(b) The proposed graded slopes will be less than 40 feet
in vertical height;

(c) Before the grading commences, grading bonds are
submitted to the Building Official guaranteeing all erosion
control facilities, slope planting and slope maintenance
necessary to meet then existing county standards; and

(d) within 60 days of completion of the grading, all slopes
created or modified thereby are hydromulched with a native plant
and an irrigation system sufficient to ensure establishment of
such native plants is installed.

3. Where the grading is related to oilfield operations
involving the exploration for or the development or production
of oil, and is limited to one or more of the following:

(a) Routine maintenance or repair of existing drill sites
or existing roads which does not materially alter the location,
size or configuration of the original sites or roads;

(b) Routine dredging of waste materials for which a permit
has been issued by the Environmental Health Division of the
Ventura County Resource Management Agency.

The only discretionary powers to be exercised in conjunction
with the issuance or denial of discretionary grading permits
shall be exercised by the Building Official, or by the Board of
Supervisors on appeal. Those discretionary powers shall be
limited to all of those discretionary powers, (i) to issue the
permit SUbject to conditions or changes in the project needed to
mitigate significant environmental effects which would otherwise
result from the grading, (ii) to deny the permit in order to
avoid such effects, or (iii) to issue the permit despite such
effects, as are conferred upon the lead agency by the California
Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq. of the Public
Resources Code) and are generally described in sections 15040
through 15043 of the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15000 et
seq. of Title 14 of the California Administrative Code).

with respect to a discretionary grading permit, the Building
Official shall issue or deny the permit only after holding a
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public hearing, considering the applicable
environmentaldocument, ~f any, and certifying that such document
has been prepared ln compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act. The Building Official shall give at
least 15 days written notice of such hearing to the applicant
for the permit and to any owner of real property in the vicinity
of the proposed grading whose property interests might be
substantially affected by issuance or denial of the permit. The
notice shall specify the time, date and place of the hearing,
shall give a general description of the grading to which the
permit application pertains, shall give a general description of
the property on which the grading would occur, and shall state
that any interested person will be given an opportunity to
present relevant evidence at the hearing. The hearing shall be
limited to, and any decision of the Building Official shall be
based upon, the environmental issues with respect to which the
Building Official has been granted discretion by this section.

Any interested person may appeal the issuance or denial of a
discretionary grading permit by filing with the Building
Official the appeal fee prescribed by the Board of Supervisors
together with a notice of appeal on a form satisfactory to the
Building Official within 10 days after the issuance or denial.
The hearing on appeal shall be noticed and conducted by the
Board of Supervisors in the same manner as the original hearing
before the Building Official, except that the notice shall also
be given to the appellant. The decision of the Board of
Supervisors on appeal shall be issued in writing after the
hearing on appeal and shall be final and conclusive when 'issued.
A copy of the decision shall be served upon the applicant for
the permit and upon the appellant. If the decision is to order
the issuance of a grading permit previously denied or to modify
a grading permit previously issued by the Building Official, the
written order shall constitute the permit and shall include
appropriate conditions.

A ministerial grading permit shall be operative immediately
upon issuance. A discretionary grading permit shall become
operative on the 15th calendar day after its issuance or, in the
case of an appeal, on the date the Board of Supervisors issues
its decision upholding or ordering issuance.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7004. HAZARDS.
Ca) HAZARDS DECLARED A PUBLIC NUISANCE. Any existing

excavation, embankment or filIon private property which has
become a hazard to life and limb, or endangers property, or
adversely affects the safety, use or stability of a pUblic way
or drainage channel, or fails to comply with the provisions of
this Code is hereby declared to be a public nuisance.
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(b) NOTICE AND ORDER TO ABATE. Whenever the Building Official
has determined that such a nuisance exists, he/she shall issue
a notice and order to the record owner of the property upon
which the nuisance is located. The notice and order shall
contain:

(1) The street address, if any, and a legal description
sufficient for identification of the property upon which the
nuisance is located;

(2) A statement that the Building Official has found the
excavation, embankment or fill to be on a pUblic nuisance and a
concise description of the conditions which render it a pUblic
nuisance;

(3) An order requiring that all applicable permits be
secured and that the nuisance be abated within a specified time
determined by the Building Official to be reasonable in the
circumstances;

(4) A statement that, if the nuisance is not abated within
the time specified, the County may cause the work to be done and
charge the cost thereof against the property or its owner;

(5) A statement that any person having a legal interest in
the property may appeal from the notice and order to the Board
of Grading Appeals if the appeal is made in writing as provided
in this section and is filed with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors within 30 days of service of the notice and order;
and

(6) A statement that failure, neglect or refusal to abate
the nuisance within the time set forth in the notice and order
or, in the case of an appeal, within the time set by the Board
of Grading Appeals is a misdemeanor.

(c.) SERVICE OF NOTICE AND ORDER. The notice and order shall be
served and posted by the Building Official in the manner and
sUbject to the conditions set forth in subdivisions (c), (d) and
(e) of section 401 of the Uniform Code for the Abatement of
Dangerous Buildings (nDBC"), as adopted by Article VI of the
Ventura County Building Code, with respect to notices and orders
relating to dangerous buildings.

(d) RECORDATION OF CERTIFICATE RESPECTING NUISANCE. If
compliance is not had with the notice and order within the time
specified therein or, if an appeal has been filed pursuant to
this Section, within the time specified by the Board of Grading
Appeals, the Building Official shall file in the Office of the
County Recorder for recordation "a certificate "describing the
property and certifying (1) that the excavation, embankment or
fill constitutes a pUblic nuisance, and (2) that the owner has

. been so notified. Whenever the nuisance shall thereafter have
been abated, the Building Official shall file in the office of
the County Recorder for recordation a new certificate describing
the property and certifying that the nuisance has been abated.
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(e) APPEAL FROM NOTICE AND ORDER. Any person entitled to
service under subdivision (c) of this section may, upon payment
of the fee prescribed by the Board of Supervisors for such
purposes, appeal from the notice and order to abate by filing
with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors a written appeal in
the form prescribed by the Building Official. The appeal shall
be filed within 30 days after the date of service of the notice
and order. Upon receipt of an appeal, the Clerk shall present
it at the next regular or special meeting of the Board of
Supervisors which, at such meeting, shall fix a date, time and
place for the hearing of the appeal by the Board of Grading
Appeals. Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be
given at least 10 days prior to the date of the hearing to each
appellant by the Clerk either by causing a copy of such notice
to be delivered personally or by mailing a copy thereof, postage
prepaid, addressed to the appellant at his/her address shown on
the appeal. Enforcement of a notice and order to abate shall be
stayed during the pendency of an appeal therefrom which is
properly and timely filed. In connection with the hearing, the
Board of Grading Appeals, and any member thereof, may administer
oaths and affirmations and issue subpoenas. The hearing shall
be conducted by the Board of Grading Appeals in the manner set
forth in DBC section 604. If, after the hearing, the Board of
Grading Appeals determines that the excavation, embankment or
fill does not constitute a pUblic nuisance, it shall allow the
appeal and cancel the notice and order to abate. If, after the
hearing, the Board of Grading Appeals determines otherwise, it
shall deny the appeal and .set a date by which the nuisance must
be abated, which date shall be no earlier than the last day of
the period set forth in the original notice and order to abate.
The decision of the Board of Grading Appeals is final when made.

(f) COMPLIANCE WITH NOTICE AND ORDER REQUIRED. It shall be
unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to whom or -to which
a notice and order to abate is directed pursuant to this section
to fail, neglect or refuse to obey such order within the time
specified in such notice and order or, in the case of an appeal,
within the time set by the Board of Grading Appeals.

(g) ABATEMENT BY COUNTY UPON FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH NOTICE AND
ORDER TO ABATE. If the nuisance is not abated within the time
set forth in the notice and order to abate or, in the case of an
appeal, by the date set by the Board of Grading Appeals, the
Board of Supervisors may, without further notice or hearing,
direct that the nuisance be abated by the County. Such
abatement by the County shall not excuse any prior failure,
neglect or refusal to comply with the notice and order to abate
and shall be in addition to whatever other remedies may be
provided by this Code or other provisions of law.
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(h) SUMMARY ABATEMENT BY COUNTY IN EMERGENCY. If the nuisance
threatens substantial injury to persons or property which is, in
the opinion of the Building Official, so imminent as to require
immediate corrective measures, the County may summarily abate
such nuisance without complying with the provisions of
subdivisions (b) through (g) of this section; provided, however,
that the Building Official shall give such notice to the owner
of the property as may be practicable in the circumstances.

(i) MANNER OF ABATEMENT BY COUNTY; RIGHT OF ENTRY. Abatement
by the County may be done directly by County personnel or
through contractors in the same manner and sUbject to the same
restrictions as pUblic works. The County and its contractors
may enter upon private property to effect such abatement.

(j) DETERMINING COST OF ABATEMENT BY COUNTY. The Building
Official shall keep an itemized account of the costs of
abatement by the County pursuant to subdivision (g) or (h) of
this Section and, upon completion of the abatement work, shall
prepare an itemized written report showing such cost. The
Building Official shall thereupon forward a copy of the report
to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors who shall set a date
(at least 10 days after receipt of the report), time and place
for a hearing before the Board of Supervisors respecting such
report and any objections thereto. Notice of such hearing shall
be served and posted at least 10 days prior to the hearing in
the manner and sUbject to the conditions set forth in
subdivision (c) of this Section with respect to the notice and
order to abate. Such notice of hearing shall contain:

(1) The street address, if any, and a legal description
sufficient for identification of the property affected by the
report;

(2) A statement that the report has been prepared and is
available for inspection in the office of the Building Official;

(3) A statement that the Board of Supervisors will hold a
hearing to consider the report and any timely objections
thereto;

(4) The date, time and place of such hearing;
(5) A statement that any interested person wishing to

object to such report must file, prior to the hearing, a written
statement of the grounds for the objection.

Any interested person may file written objections prior to the
hearing. Each such objection shall contain a statement of the
grounds therefor. A contention that the condition abated did
not constitute a public nuisance shall be a ground for objecting
to the report only if the report relates to a summary abatement
pursuant to subdivision (h) of this section. At the hearing,
the Board of Supervisors shall receive and consider the report,
any time~y written objections thereto, and such other
information as it may deem proper. At the conclusion of the
hearing, the Board of Sup~rvisors may make
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such corrections in the report as it may deem just and, when it
is satisfied that the report (as submitted or corrected) is
correct, it shall, by resolution, determine the total amount of
such cost of abatement attributable to each parcel of land upon
which the abatement took place.

(k) REIMBURSEMENT OF COUNTY FOR COST OF ABATEMENT. At any time
within 10 days after the Board of Supervisors has aqopted a
resolution pursuant to subdivision (j) of this section
determining the cost of abatement by the County, the Building
Official may receive payment of such amount and issue receipts
therefor. If payment is not received within such period; of
time, the Building Official shall forward a copy of the
resolution to the Auditor-Controller.

(1) SPECIAL ASSESSMENT FOR COST OF ABATEMENT BY COUNTY.
For cost of abatement by the County, pursuant to subdivision (g)
or (h) of this Section, for which payment is not made pursuant
to subdivision (k) of this Section, shall be a special
assessment against the parcel on which the nuisance had been
located. Such special assessment shall be levied for the fiscal
year commencing on the JUly 1 next following receipt by the
Auditor-controller of the resolution of the Board of Supervisors
determining the amount of such cost. The assessment may be
collected at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary
county taxes are collected and shall be subject to the same
penalties and the same procedure and sale in case of delinquency
as provided for ordinary County taxes. All laws applicable to
the levy, collection and enforcement of County taxes shall be
applicable to such special assessment, except that if any real
property to which such cost of abatement relates has )een
transferred or conveyed to a bona fide purchaser for value, or
if a lien of a bona fide encumbrancer for value has been created
and attaches thereon, prior to the date on which the first
installment of such taxes would become delinquent, then such
cost of abatement shall not result in a lien against such real
property but instead shall be transferred to the unsecured roll
for collection.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7005. DEFINITIONS. section 7005 in the USC
is hereby amended to include, in addition to all of the
definitions contained therein, the definition of II Isolated,
Self-Contained Area" as follows:

ISOLATED, SELF-CONTAINED AREA is that portion of a parcel of
land or of contiguous parcels of land under single ownership
which is more than 100 feet from the exterior boundary of such
parcel or parcels and meets anyone of the following three
criteria:

1. The portion is used for growing crops or raising livestock
for sale, but not for building sites or for the construction of
earthfills 'which will impound water ·to a depth of more than 5
feet.
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2. The portion contains water impounding structures
constructed under the direct control of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service.

3. The portion contains oilfield operations, involving the
exploration for or the development or production of oil, which
are established under an existing land use entitlement and all
of the following criteria are met:

(a) The portion is not visible from a pUblicly maintained
street, road or highway within 1.0 horizontal mile of such
portion;

(b) The portion is not visible from a private residence
located within 1.0 horizontal mile of such portion unless the
owner and the tenant of such residence have signed a written
waiver of this criterion; and

(c) The portion is so located and configured that grading
thereon cannot cause a significant increase in the volume of
silt or debris deposited on downstream property owned by any
person other than the owner of the portion.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7006 (g). PERMIT ISSUANCE. The provisions of
section 303 as published in the UBC are applicable to grading
permits, except that every grading permit issued by the Building
Official under the provisions of this Code shall expire by
limitation and become null and void if the grading and other
improvements authorized by such a permit are not completed
within 180 days from the date of such permit. The Building
Official may extend the time for completion of the grading and
other improvements authorized by the grading permit in
increments not exceeding 180 days if circumstances beyond the
permittee's control have prevented the completion of the
project, and necessary time extension fees have been paid.

The Building Official may require that grading operations and
project designs be modified if delays occur which incur weather
generated-problems not considered at the time the permit was
issued.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7007. GRADING PERMIT FEES. Grading permits
and grading plan review fees shall be as set forth in schedules
enacted by the Board of Supervisors. - Except as otherwise

- specified in such schedule, grading permit and grading plan
review fees shall not be refundable.

Sec. USC APPENDIX 7011(a). SETBACKS. Cut and fill slopes
shall be set back from site boundaries in accordance with this
section. The setbacks and other restrictions specified by this
Section are minimum standards and may be increased by the
Building Official or by recommendation of a civil engineer,
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assure slope stability, prevent damage to adjacent properties
from deposition or erosion, provide access for slope maintenance
and drainage, or otherwise provide for the safety of the pUblic.

Sec. USC APPENDIX 7012(a). DRAINAGE AND TERRACING. Unless
otherwise indicated on the approved grading plan, drainage
facilities and terracing shall conform to the provision~ of this
·Section for cut or fill slopes steeper than 5 horizontal to 1
vertical.

Sec. UBC APPENDIX 7014(b). GRADING DESIGNATION. All grading
in excess of 1,000 cubic yards shall be performed in accordance
with the approved grading plan prepared by a civil engineer, and
shall be designated as "engineered grading. II Grading involving
less than 1,000 cubic yards shall be designated "regular
grading" unless the permittee, with the approval of the Building
Official, chooses to have the grading performed as engineered
grading.
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ARTICLE VI - ~CObE (UHC)

Sec. 6-1. ADOPTION. That housing code known as the "Uniform
Housing Code," 1991 Edition, promulgated and published by the
International Conference of Building Officials, 5360 South
Workman Mill Road, whittier, California 90601, and as amended
herein, the purpose and subject matter of which, among other
things, is to protect the public health and safety as set out in
section 102 of said code, is hereby adopted and enacted as the
primary Housing Code of the County and made a part of this Code
by reference with the same force and effect as if fully set
forth herein with specific modifications as indicated below.

Sec. 6-2. AMENDMENTS. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in thnis ordinance
for an explanation of the section numbering and cross
referencing system used for the admendments which follow:

Sec. UHC 104(b). RELOCATION. Buildings or structures moved
into or within the County shall comply with the provisions of
Article XI in thnis ordinance.

Sec. UHC 203. APPEALS BOARD. The Housing Advisory and Appeals
Board, for the purposes of this housing code, shall be the
General Board of Appeals as set forth in Article II in this
ordinance. Appeals to the Board shall be processed in
accordance with the provisions contained in section 1201 in the
UHC.

Sec. UHC 204. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. See Sec. 2-4 .in this
ordinance.

Sec. UHC 302. FEES. Refer to section 305 in this ordinance.

Sec. UHC 503(b). FLOOR AREA. 1. Every
have at least one room which shall have n
feet of floor area. Other habitable ro , excep
shall have an area of not less than 70 square feet.

2. Net~5~4\ ' erein, shall mean the total number
of squa~~,""f _'c~&*e5f··-rloor area in a dwelling unit based upon the
interior dimensions of that dwe11inq unit '1Ii••*.I.I.ti~B6ims+.
.. a ii-=e'¥~~<lIellit

~nq unit shall be occupied or allowed to be occupied in
such a manner that the maximum occupancy of the dwelling unit,
as determined below, is exceeded.
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'ned as follows:.. . .. ...., th~?e~r('SftaJ:wcar$l>

~'GJ~~~~"@a~fi%ft%fili~1S:ff$0

net floor area shall be provided
of the dwelling unit.

EXCEPTION: Nothing in this section shall prohibit the use
of an efficiency dwelling unit within a structure which
complies with the requirements of UBC Section 1208.

Sec. UHC 1201(b). PROCESSING OF APPEAL. Upon receipt of any
appeal filed pursuant to Section·1201 in the UHC, the Building
Official shall present it at the next regular or special meeting
of the Board of Appeals.

The Building Official may, under the applicable procedures set
forth in this Code, request and initiate a hearing before the
Board of Appeals on any matter related to a substandard building
or the premises on which it is located.

Sec. UHC 1401 (a). COMPLIANCE. After any order of the ~uilding

Official or a Board of Appeals made pursuant to this Code shall
have become final, no person to whom any such order is directed
shall fail, neglect, or refuse to obey any such order. Any such
person who fails to comply with any such order shall be quilty
of a misdemeanor/infraction.
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ARTICLE VII - UNIFORM CODE FOR THE ABATEMENT
OF DANGEROUS BUILDINGS (DBC)

Sec. 7-1. ADOPTION. That code known as the "Uniform Code for
the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings," 1991 Edition, promulgated
and pUblished by the International Conference of . Building
Officials, 5360 South Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California
90601, and as amended herein, the purpose and sUbject matter of
which, among other things, is to protect the pUblic health and
safety as set out in section 102 of said Code, is hereby adopted
and enacted as the Code for Abatement of Dangerous Buildings in
the County and made part of this Code by reference with the same
force and effect as if fUlly set forth herein with specific
modifications as indicated below. Such code will be referred to
herein as the Dangerous Buildings Code.

Sec. 7-2. AMENDMENTS. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in this ordinance for
an explanation of the section numbering and cross referencing
system used for the amendments which follow:

Sec. DBC 203. VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES. See Sec. 2-4 in this
ordinance.

Sec. DBC 205. APPEALS BOARD. The appeals Board for the
purposes of the Dangerous Buildings Code shall be the General
Board of Appeals as set forth in Article II in this ordinance.
Appeals to the Board shall be processed in accordance with the
provisions contained in section 501 in the DBC.

·Sec. DBC 501 (b) PROCESS OF APPEAL. Upon receipt of any appeal
filed pursuant to section 501 in the DBC, the Building Official
shall present it at the next regular or special meeting of the
Board of Appeals. The Building Official may, under the
applicable procedures set forth in this Code, request and
initiate a hearing before the Board of Appeals on any matter

·related to a dangerous building or the premises on which it is
located.

Sec. DBC 701{a). COMPLIANCE. After any order of the Building
Official or a board of appeals made pursuant to this Code shall
have become final, no person to whom any such order is directed
shall fail, neglect or refuse to obey any such order. Any such
person who fails to comply with any such order shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor/infraction.
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ARTICLE VIII -

Sec. 8-1. ADOPTION. That electrical code known as the
"National Electrical Code, II 1990 Edition, promulgated and
pUblished by the National Fire Protection Association, 470
Atlantic Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 02210, and as amended
herein, the purpose and sUbject matter of which, among other
things, is to provide minimum standards for the installation,
maintenance, and use of electrical wiring and electrical
apparatus in order to safeguard persons and property from
electrical hazards, is hereby adopted and enacted as the primary
Electrical Code of the County and made a part of this Code by
reference with the same force and effect as if fully set forth
herein sUbject to the following amendments.

Sec. 8-2. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

A. CONNECTION TO ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS. Except where work
is done under an annual electrical maintenance permit, it shall
be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to make
connection from a source of electrical energy or to supply
electrical serviqe to any electrical wiring, device, appliance,
or equipment which requires a permit for installation, or to
cause or permit same to be done, or to continue or allow to
continue any such connection unless such person, firm, or
corporation shall have obtained evidence from the Chief
Electrical Inspector that such equipment is authorized to be
energized.

B. AUTHORITY TO ABATE. Any electrical wiring or equipment
regulated by this Code, which is unsafe or which constitutes a
fire or health hazard or is otherwise dangerous to human life
is, for the purpose of this Section, unsafe. Any use of
equipment regulated by this Code constituting a hazard to
safety, health or pUblic welfare by reason of inadequate
maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, fire hazard, disaster,
damage or abandonment is, for the purpose of this section, an
unsafe use. Any such unsafe electrical wiring or equipment is
hereby -declared to be a pUblic nuisance and ~hall be abated by
repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal in accordance with
the procedure set forth in the Uniform Code for the Abatement of
Dangerous Buildings or such alternate procedure as may be
adopted by the County. As an alternative, the Building Official
or an authorized representative may institute any other
appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct, or abate the
violation.

c. AUTHORITY TO CONDEMN WIRING AND EQUIPMENT. Whenever the
Building Official ascertains that any electrical wiring or
equipment, or portion thereof, regulated by this Code has become
hazardous to life, health or property, a written order
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shall be issued to cause such w1r1ng or equipment to be either
removed or restored to a safe condition, as appropriate. The
written notice itself shall fix a time limit for compliance with
such order. No person shall use or maintain defective equipment
after receiving such notice.

D. EXEMPTED WORK. An electrical permit will not be.required
for the following:

1. Portable motors or other portable appliances energized
by means of a cord or cable having an attachment plug end to be
connected to an approved receptacle when that cord or cable is
permitted by this code.

2. Repair or replacement of fixed motors, transformers or
approved fixed appliances of same type and rating and in the
same location.

3. Temporary decorative lighting energized by cord or
cable having an attachment plug end to be connected to an
approved receptacle.

4. Reinstallation of attachment plug receptacles but not
the outlets therefor.

5. Replacement of any overcurrent device of the same
capacity and in the same location.

6 · R:l:~r aO:d r~~~?jc~men~ ~f elect~~~~~~.§or .~Aij~rAMf
7. ned electrical wiring.

S • Electrical wiring, devices ,appliance or equipment
operating at less than 25 volts and not capable of supplying
more than 50 watts of energy.

Low-energy power, control and
~~~II~~as defined in this code.

Exemp n from the permit requirements of this code shall not
be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in
violation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or
ordinances of this jurisdiction.

Sec. 8-3 AMENDMENTS. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in this ordinance for
an explanation of the section numbering and cross-referencing
system used for the amendments which follow:

Sec. NEC CHAPTER 2. ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT. sections
201 through 204 inclusive, on pages 4 through 6 in the NEC are
hereby deleted in their entirety. (Refer to ARTICLE II of this
ordinance for GENERAL PROVISIONS).

Sec. NEC CHAPTER 3. PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS. Sections 301
through 306 inclusive, on pages 7 through 15 in the NEC are
hereby deleted in their entirety.. (Refer to ARTICLE III for
PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS and for FEES).
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Sec. NEC 110-5. CONDUCTORS~ Conductors normally used to carry
current shall be of copper unless otherwise provided in this
Code. Where the conductor material is not specified, the sizes
given in this Code shall apply to copper conductors. Where
other materials are us~d, the size shall be changed accordingly.

For aluminum and copper-clad aluminum conductors, see Tables
310-16 through 310-31 and Notes thereto in the NEC. -Aluminum
wire used under the provisions of this Code shall be a minimum
of #6 A.W.G. conductors.

Sec. NEC 110-S. WIRING METHODS. Only wiring methods
recognized as suitable are included in this Code. The
recognized methods of wiring shall be permitted to be installed
in any type of building or occupancy, except as otherwise
provided in this Code.

Wiring installations and equipment in existence at the time of
passage of this Code may have their existing use continued if
such use was legal at the time of passage and provided such
continued use is not unsafe.

Sec. NEC 250-S3(f). "UFER" GROUND REQUIRED. Notwithstanding
other provisions of section 250-83 in the NEC, the electrical
service grounding electrode for new construction where concrete
footings in direct contact with earth are employed shall be as
specified in section 250-S1(c) in the NEC.

(a) Type D. Type NM cable shall be permitted for both
exposed and concealed work in normally dry locations. It shall
be permissible to install or fish Type NM cable in air voids in
masonry block or tile walls where such walls are not exposed or
sUbject to excessive moisture or dampness.

'(b) Type NNe. Type NMC cable shall be permitted: (1) for
both exposed and concealed work in dry, moist, damp, or
corrosive locations; (2) in outside and inside walls of masonry,
concrete, or adobe protected against nails or screws by a steel
plate at least 1/16 inch (1.59 mm) thick and covered with
plaster, adobe, or similar finish.

ARTICLE NEC 700. EMERGENCY SYSTEMS IIFootnote": For additional
requirements for emergency power requirements, refer to NFPA-20
"REQUIREMENTS FOR FIRE PUMP WIRING."
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ARTICLE IX -(Al~[~

Sec. 9-1. ADOPTIONl~~Ttttt'Plumbingcode known as the "Uniform
Plumbing Code," 1991 Edition, and appendices A, B, C, D, Hand
I, promulgated and pUblished by the International Association of
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, 5032 Alhambra Avenue, Los
Angeles, California 90032, the purpose and sUbject matter of
which is to protect pUblic health and safety by establishing
minimum regulations for the installation, alteration, or repair
or plumbing and drainage systems, is hereby adopted and-enacted
as the primary plumbing code of the County and made a part of
this _Code by reference with the same force and effect as if
fully set forth herein, sUbject to the following amendments.

Sec. 9-2. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL.
A. AUTHORITY TO ABATE. Any portion of a plumbing system found

by the Administrative Authority to be insanitary as defined in
this Code, is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

Where a nuisance exists or a plumbing system is maintained in
violation of this Code or any notice issued pursuant to this
Section, the Administrative Authority shall require the nuisance
or violation to be abated. If such abatement is refused, the
Administrative Authority - shall have recourse to every remedy
provided by law to secure abatement.

B. EXEMPTIONS WITHIN SANITARY DISTRICTS. The provisions of
this Code relating to building sewers as defined herein _and to
permits and fees therefor shall not apply within the boundaries
of a sanitary district when the Building Official has determined
that such district has adopted and is enforcing ordinances or
regUlations which are equal to or more restrictive than those
contained in this Code.

C. EXEMPTED WORK. A plumbing permit will not be required for
the following: 1

. . ( 1) Th: Iij1\llt ...'..-' - _ ' ,gk~i~~~"- :' ~ent
p~p~ng, prov~dea- that should any concealed ~rap, dra~np~pe,

soil, waste or vent pipe become defective and it becomes
necessary to remove and replace all or part thereof with new
material, the same shall be considered as new work, and a permit
shall be obtained and inspections made, as provided in this
code.

-"j!Ji~' -~'~¥~~flll~'~~

~~~mi~n~mov-Of ~:~
closets on existing drainage connections, providing such

repairs or reinstallation do not involve or require the
replacement or rearrangement of valves or pipes. If it becomes
necessary to remove and replace or rearrange valves, water
piping, traps, drainpipe, soil, waste or vent pipes, the same
shall be-considered as new work, and a permit shall be obtained
and inspections made as provided in this code.
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Sec. 9-3. AMENDMENTS. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in this ordinance for
an explanation of the section numbering and cross-referencing
system used for the amendments which follow:

Sec. UPC Part I. ADMINISTRATION. sections 10.1 through 20.14
inclusive on pages 1a through 6a in the UPC are hereby deleted
in their entirety. (Refer to Article II for GENERAL PROVISIONS, I
and to Article III for PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS and for FEES).

Sec. UPC 120(b). SEEPAGE PIT.. A seepage pit is a rock-filled
excavation which receives the effluent from a septic tank and is
so designed as to permit such effluent to seep through the
bottom and sides of the pit into the surrounding soil.

Sec. UPC 401. MATERIALS OF DRAINAGE SYSTEMS.
Ca) Drainage piping shall be cast iron, galvanized steel,

galvanized wrought iron, lead, copper, brass, ABS, PVC, extra
strength vitrified clay pipe, or other approved materials having
a smooth and uniform bore, except that:

(1) No galvanized wrought iron or galvanized steel pipe
shall be used underground and shall be kept at least six (6)
inches (152.4mm) above ground.

(2) ABS and PVC DWV piping installations shall be limited
to residential construction, not more than two (2) stories in
height.

(3) No vitrified clay pipe or fittings shall be used above
ground or where pressurized by a pump or ejector. They $hall be
kept at least twelve (12) inches (.3m) below ground.

Sec. UPC 1004. MATERIALS OF WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS·.

(a) Water pipe and fittings shall be of brass, copper, cast
iron, galvanized malleable iron, galvanized wrought iron,
galvanized steel, lead or other approved materials. Asbestos
cement, CPVC PE, or PVC water pipe manufactured to recognized
standards may be used for cold water distribution systems
outside a building. All materials used in the water supply
system, except valves and similar devices shall be of a like
material, except where otherwise approved by the Administrative
Authority.

Sec. UPC 1007 (e) . Relief valves located inside a building
shall be provided with a drain, not smaller than the relief
valve outlet, of galvanized steel or hard-drawn copper piping
and fittings, and shall extend from the valve to the outside of
the building with the end of the pipe not more than 30 inches
nor less than six inches above the ground and pointing downward.
such drains may terminate at other approved locations. No.part
of such drain shall be trapped, and the terminal end of the
drain pipe shall not be threaded.
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Sec. UPC 1101(d). AVAILABILITY OF PUBLIC SEWER.

1. CONVENTIONAL PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS. When the
applicant seeks to install a" conventional private sewage
disposal system, the public sewer may be considered as not being
available when" such public sewer, or any building or any
exterior drainage facility connected thereto, is located more
than two hundred (200) feet from any proposed building or
exterior drainage facility on any lot or premises which abuts
and is served by such pUblic sewer.

2. ALTERNATIVE PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

(a) When the applicant seeks to install an alternative
private sewage disposal system and the public sewer or any
building or any exterior drainage facility connected thereto is
located more than two hundred (200) feet from any proposed
building or exterior drainage facility on any lot or premises
which abuts and is served by such public sewer, the pUblic sewer
may be considered as not being available when it has been
adequately demonstrated to the satisfaction of the
Administrative Authority that the total cost of connecting to
the public sewer would be at least twice the total cost of the
alternative private sewage disposal system.

(b) In all other cases when the applicant seeks to install
an alternative private sewage disposal system, the pUblic sewer
may be considered as not being available when such pUblic sewer
or any building or any exterior drainage facility connected
thereto is located more than one-half mile (2,640 feet) from any
proposed building or exterior drainage facility on any" lot or
premises which abuts and is served by such pUblic sewer.

Sec. UPC 1101 (g) . For the purpose of administering those
requirements of Chapter 11 and Appendix I of this Code,
pertaining to the approval, permitting and inspection of private
sewage disposal systems, the Administrative Authority shall mean
the Environmental Health Officer. All other requirements of
this Code shall be regulated and enforced by the Building
Official.

Sec. ope 1102 (e) • HOLDING TANKS. A holding tank for
industrial/ commercial waste shall be installed only when it is
permitted by and is in conformance with standards and safeguards
established by the Administrative Authority and the Health
Officer to prevent anticipated surface or subsurface
contamination or pollution, damage to the pUblic sewer, or other
hazardous or nuisance condition. (Holding tanks for all
domestic or residential waste shall be prohibited.)
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TABLE UPC APPENDIX 1-1
(Superscript numbers refer to footnotes (1)

through (8) on next page

LOCATION OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

Minimum Horizontal
·Distance in Building Septic
Feet From: Sewer Tank

Disposal Seepage
Field Pit

Subsurface
Sand Filtra
tion System

Mound
System

Building or
Structures 1 2

Property line
adjoining pri
vate'property Clear2

water supply
well on suction
line 503

Streams, lakes,
tidal waters or
ocean waters 50

Large Trees

Seepage pits
or cesspools

Disposal Field

On site domestic
water service
line 15

Distribution
Box

Pressure public
water main 106

5

5

50

50

10

5

5

5

10

8

5

100

50

5

44

5

5

10

8

8

150

100

10

12

5

5

5

10

8

8

100'

100

10

5

10

20'

10

100

5

10

NOTE: When disposal fields and/or seepage pits are installed in sloping ground,
the minimum horizontal distance between any part of the leaching system and
ground surface shall be fifteen (15) feet. -

When facilities are located near tidal or ocean waters, the horizontal
distance shall be measured from the historically most landward location of
the beach at the mean high tide elevation. Structures or facilities shall
be constructed in accordance with Federal, State and local laws to prevent
erosion of the beaches and movement of the mean high tide closer than the
horizontal distances specified above.
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FOOTNOTES TO TABLE UPC APPENDIX 1-1

(1) Including porches and steps, whether covered or uncovered, breezeways, roofed
port-coheres, roofed patios, carports, covered walks, covered driveways and
similar appurtenances.

(2) See Section 315(c} of the UPC.

(3) The distance may be reduced to not less than twenty-five (25) feet when
approved metallic piping is installed. Where special hazards are involved,
the distance required shall be increased, as may be directed by the County
Health Officer or the Administrative Authority.

(4) Plus two (2) feet for each additional foot of depth in excess of one {l} foot
below the bottom of the drain line (see Sec. I-6{i) of the UPC).

(5) See Sec. 1108 of the UPC.

(6) For parallel construction.
Authority is required.

For crossings, approval by the Administrative

(7) This distance shall be increased to 30 feet when the system is located
upslope of the structure.

(8) This distance shall be increased to 150 feet when seepage pits are used as
a component of the system.
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TABLE upe APPENDIX 1-6
(Letters in parentheses refer to footnotes below)

ABSORPTION AREA REQUIREMENTS .

Percolation Rate
(Time in minutes
required for water
to fall one inch)

1 or less
2
3
4
5

10
15
30
45
60
over 60 (f)

Required Absorption Area
(Sq. ft. per bedroom
using standard leach lines,
leaching beds, and seepage pits).

See notes (a) through (e) below.

75
85

100
115
125
165
190
250
300
330

(a) Sufficient usable land area must be available to provide
100% expansion of required absorption area when/if
necessary. See Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-1(d) in this Code.

(b) Absorption area should be sufficient to accommodate
increased future use stemming from the addition of bedrooms
or conversion of unfinished spaces to bedroom use, whenever
such changes can be reasonably anticipated.

(c) The absorption area for leach lines and leaching beds is
calculated as trench bottom area only except as provided in
Sec. UPC APPENDIX 1-3 in this ordinance. Minimum required

. area for leaching trenches is 150 sq. ft.

(d) The absorption area for seepage pits is calculated as the
effective sidewall area below the inlet. See Sec. UPC
APPENDIX 1-3 in this ordinance.

(e) The above table allows for the connection of domestic food
waste units and automatic clothes washing machines without
further increase in absorption area.

(f) Soil having a percolation rate over 60 min/inch is
unsuitable for installation of an absorption system.
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Sec. UPC 1110(a). LOCATION OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS. Except
as provided in subsection 1110(b) in the UPC, no building sewer
or private sewage disposal system, or parts thereof, shall be
located in any lot other than the lot which is the site of the
building or structure served by such sewer or private sewage
disposal system; nor shall any building sewer or private sewage
disposal system or part thereof be located at any point having
less than the minimum distances indicated in Table UPC"Appendix
I-1 in this ordinance. Table 11-1 on Page 90 and Table I-1 on
Page 190 in the UPC are hereby deleted in their entirety.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-1(a). PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL: GENERAL
REQUIREMENTS. Where permitted by Section 1101 of the UPC, as
adopted and amended by this Code, the building sewer may be
connected to a private sewage disposal system complying with the
provisions of this Code. The type of system shall be determined
on the basis of information contained in the soil report
concerning location, soil porosity, groundwater, depth of
fractured rock or impervious formations, and hillside stability,
and shall be designed to receive all sanitary sewage from the
property. The system, except as otherwise provided, shall
consist of a septic tank with effluent discharging into a
subsurface disposal field, into one or more seepage pits, into
a combination of subsurface disposal field and seepage pits,
into a mound system or into a subsurface sand filtration system.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-1(d). SEWAGE DISPOSAL EXPANSION AREA. All
private sewage disposal systems shall be so designed that
additional seepage pits, subsurface drain fields, mound'systems
or sUbsurface sand filtration systems, equivalent to at least
100% of the required original system, may be installed if the
original system cannot absorb all the sewage. No division of
the lot or erection of structures on the lot shall be made if
such division or structure impairs the usefulness "of the 100%
expansion area.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-l(f). PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
RESTRICTIONS. When there is insufficient lot area or improper
soil or geological conditions for adequate and safe sewage
disposal for the building or land use proposed, and the
Administrative Authority so finds, no building permit shall be
issued and no private sewage disposal.shall be permitted. Where
space or soil conditions are critical, no building permit shall
be issued until engineering data and test reports satisfactory
to the Administrative Authority have been submitted and
approved. The Administrative Authority may grant exceptions to
the requirements of this Code in case of practical diffiCUlty or
unnecessary hardship provided that the installation is
equivalent to the standards established· by this Code and is not
inimical to the health, safety or welfare of the general pUblic.
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Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-1(h). APPROVAL OF ALTERNATE SYSTEMS.
Alternate sewage disposal systems as defined in this Code may be
installed only by special permission of the Admfnistrative
Authori ty which shall be given only if the Administrative
Authority is satisfied that the systems will conform to the
following requirements:

1. Treated or untreated effluent shall not be discharged onto
the surface of the ground.

2. Wastewater shall be disposed of on the parcel where it is
generated, except as provided for in section 1110(b) of the UPC.

3. The reliability of proposed designs for alternate private
sewage disposal systems shall be well-documented.

4. The system shall be capable of easy maintenance.

S. Installation and repair shall not require the use of
extraordinary materials, parts, or equipment.

6. The system shall require a minimum of mechanical components
for its operation.

7. The system shall not be highly energy consumptive.

8. Operation of the system shall not create health hazards,
water pollution, or nuisance conditions.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-3. AREA OF DISPOSAL FIELDS AND SEEPAGE
PITS. The minimum effective absorption area of disposal fields
in square feet of trench bottom, and of seepage pits in square
feet of sidewall, shall be predicated on the required septic
tank capacity in gallons. The required absorption area 'shall be
as set forth in Table upe Appendix I-6 in this ordinance for
disposal fields, and as set forth in Table I-4 in the upe for
seepage pits. In addition, disposal fields and seepage pits
shall conform to the following:

1. When disposal fields are installed, a minimum of one
hundred fifty (150) square feet of trench bottom shall be
provided for each system exclusive of any hardpan, rock, clay or
other impervious formations. sidewall area in excess of the
required twelve (12) inches and not to exceed thirty-six (36)
inches below the leach line may be added to the trench bottom
area when computing absorption areas. Such increase shall be
limited to 50% of the required absorption area.

(IX)8

40320-1.91/96



2. Where leaching beds are permitted in lieu of trenches, the
area of each such bed shall be at least 50% greater than the
requirement for trenches. Perimeter sidewall area in excess of
the required twelve (12) inches and not to exceed thirty-six
(36) inches below the leach line may be added to the trench
bottom area when computing absorption area.

3. The minimum effective absorption area in any seepage pit
shall be calculated as the excavated sidewall area below the
inlet exclusive of any hardpan, rock, clay, or other impervious
formation. The minimum required area of porous formation shall
be provided in. one or more seepage pits.

4. No excavation for a leach line or leaching bed shall extend
within five (5) feet of the water table nor to a depth where
sewage may contaminate an underground water stratum which may be
usable for domestic purposes. The applicant shall supply
satisfactory evidence of groundwater depth when required by the
Administrative Authority.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I -4 • PERCOLATION TESTS. (a) Disposal
fields and seepage pits shall be sized in accordance with the
percolation tests or analyses required by subsection (b) of this
section.

(b) In order to determine the absorption qualities of soils,
the proposed site shall be sUbjected to percolation tests and/or
hydrometer analyses performed under the supervision of a
California-registered sanitarian, civil engineer, geologist or
engineering geologist. Such tests or analyses shall be
performed in accordance with standards established by the
Administrative Authority.

(c) Each test shall be made with clear water in an excavation
which has been thoroughly soaked prior to the test.

(d) No subsurface disposal field shall be permitted to serve a
building if percolation test rates are greater than sixty (60)
minutes per inch.

(e) No seepage pit shall be permitted to serve a building if
the absorption capacity of the soil surrounding the pit is less
than 0.83 gal./sg.ft./day.

(f) Test data shall be submitted on a form provided for that
purpose and shall include such information as may reasonably be
required by the Administrative Authority to determine the
correctness and adequacy of the proposed disposal system.

Sec. UPC APPENDIX I-7. SEEPAGE PITS. (a) The capacity of
seepage pits shall be based on the quantity of liquid waste
discharging thereunto, and on the character and porosity of the
surrounding soil as determined by such tests as may be required
and shall comply with Sec. UPC Appendix I-3 in this ordinance.
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(b) Seepage pits may be used where conditions are
unsatisfactory for the installation of leach lines or beds. In
no case shall seepage pits extend more than sixty (60) feet
below the surface of the ground.

(c) MUltiple seepage pit installations shall be connected
through an approved distribution box or diversion valve and
watertight piping laid on undisturbed or compacted soil.

(d) Each seepage pit shall be circular in shape and shall have
an excavated diameter of not less than four (4) feet. Seepage
pits shall be filled with clean rock 3/4 inches to 2~ inches in
diameter, free from fines, except when otherwise approved by ~he

Administrative Authority. Effluent shall be conducted to the
bottom of the excavation by means of approved perforated pipe
extending to the entire depth of the pit. Approval shall be
obtained prior to construction for any pit having an excavation
diameter greater than six (6) feet.

(e) Where groundwater is encountered, the bottom of the pit
shall be backfilled with clean coarse sand at least ten (10)
feet above the ground water encountered.

(f) Subsection (f) of Appendix section r-7 in the UPC is hereby
deleted in its entirety.

(g) Connections between a septic tank and seepage pits shall be
made with approved watertight pipe. such pipe shall be laid on
natural ground or" compacted fill.

(h) Rock fill in seepage pits shall be covered with asphalt
treated building paper, and backfilled with a minimum of
eighteen (18) inches of earth.

(i) Subsection (i) of Appendix section 1-7 in the upe is hereby
deleted in its entirety. .

Sec. upe APPENDIX 1-9 • SUBSURFACE DISPOSAL OF INDUSTRIAL
WASTE. The discharge of industrial waste into a soil absorption
system shall be prohibited unless specifically approved by the
Administrative Authority.

Subsections (a) through (g) of Appendix Sec. 1-9 and the
Recommended Design criteria for commercial/industrial waste
disposal on pages 190 and 191 in the UPC are hereby deleted in
their entirety.

Sec upe APPENDIX 1-10. ALTERNATE PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL
SYSTEMS.

(a) DEFINITION. Alternate private sewage disposal systems are
specially-designed, engineered, and approved private sewage
disposal systems suitable for use in localities where the
Administrative Authority has determined that the presence of
shallow groundwater, rock, or adverse soil, geologic, or
hydrologic conditions makes the use of conventional sewage
disposal systems potentially hazardous to pUblic health.
Alternate private" sewage disposal systems shall be limited to
"mound" systems and "subsurface sand filtration" systems as
regulated herein.
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(b) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. Designs for alternative private
sewage disposal systems may be accepted for review by the
Administrative Authority when it has been adequately
demonstrated that the character of the soil, geology, or
hydrology of the site is such that a conventional private sewage
disposal system will not function in accordance with recognized
health and sanitation standards. Such systems shall be. designed
by a California- registered civil engineer, who shall submit
written verification upon completion of an alternate private
sewage disposal system that the installation is in conformance
with the approved design.

Properties served by alternate private sewage disposal systems
shall be located within an approved on-site wastewater
management district or equivalent governmental agency capable of
providing necessary maintenance and repair services for private
sewage disposal systems within its boundaries.

The design and construction of alternate private sewage
disposal systems shall comply with the requirements of this
section and with other appropriate criteria established by the
Administrative Authority.

Component parts of alternate private sewage disposal systems
shall comply with the applicable setback requirements in Table
UPC Appendix I-1 of this Code. The construction and capacity of
septic tanks installed as components of alternate systems shall
comply with Section 1-5 and Table 1-2 in the UPC.

Leach lines, leaching beds, and seepage pits which are
components of alternate systems shall comply with the applicable
requirements of this Code. No portion of a distribution ped or
related filter material which is a component of a mound or
subsurface sand filtration system shall be installed under a
walkway, parking area, driveway, or similar paved surface.

The sizing of mound or SUbsurface sand filtration systems shall
be based upon the average percolation rate of the natural soil
at the location and depth of the proposed system, and the number
of bedrooms or plumbing fixture units, in accordance with this
Code and other applicable standards for sizing conventional
leachlines, leaching beds and seepage pits. No alternate
private sewage disposal system shall be permitted where the
percolation rate exceeds sixty (60) minutes per inch.

(c) MOUND SYSTEMS. A mound system is an alternate private
sewage disposal system which utilizes pressurized piping to
deliver effluent from a septic tank into an above-ground gravel
distribution bed, from which the effluent percolates and is
filtered through mounded sand fill into natural soil. Typical
components of such systems include a septic tank, lift pump and
wet well, pressurized effluent piping, a sand fill mound, a
distribution bed composed of gravel filter material and
perforated distribution piping, a cover of topsoil over the top
and sloped sides of the mound.
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The lift pump and wet well shall be designed to handle peak
flow from the septic tank. In no case shall pump capacity be
less than twenty (20) gallons per minute nor shall the pump
motor be rated at less than one-half horsepower. The pump shall
be approved for use in a sewage environment. The liquid holding
capacity of the wet well shall be at least 300 gallo~s for one
or two-bedroom dwelling units. An additional 100 gallons
capacity shall be provided for each bedroom in excess of two.
Equivalent capacity shall be provided for occupancies other than
dwellings based on fixture unit calculations as set forth in
this Code.

The wet well shall be fitted with automatic high and low level
pump controls. Operation of the lift pump shall not cause
surges in the liquid level within the tank. An alarm device
shall be installed which will provide audio and visual warning
signals to occupants of the property in advance of any overflow
from the wet well.

Mounds shall not be installed on a slope greater than 12%. The
base of the mound shall be located at least two (2) feet above
the highest known seasonal groundwater elevation at the site and
two (2) feet above fractured bedrock, if any. Fill material
comprising the mound shall be clean sand having a grain size
within the acceptable range indicated on Table UPC Appendix 1-7
of this Code. The slope of the sides of the mound shall be not
steeper than 3 horizontal to 1 vertical.

Distribution beds shall be level and shall be located a minimum
of five (5) feet above the highest known seasonal groundwater
elevation at the site. Filter material comprising the bed shall
be clean gravel varying in size from .75 inch to 2.5 -inches.
The total thickness of the bed shall be sufficient to provide a
minimum of twelve (12) inches of filter material below, and at
least two (2) inches of such material above all distribution
piping within the bed. . Distribution piping shall uniformly
distribute effluent over the entire area of the bed.
Distribution beds shall be of sufficient size to limit the
application rate for effluent to not more than 1.5 gallons per
square foot per day.

After filter material has been placed over the piping, the
distribution bed shall be covered with untreated building paper,
.straw, or similar porous material to prevent closure of voids
when earth covering is added. Topsoil shall be placed to a
depth of at least twelve (12) inches over the top of the
distribution bed, and shall be placed on the sloping sides of
the mound to a thickness of at least six (6) inches.

(d) SUBSURFACE SAND FILTRATION SYSTEMS. A subsurface sand
filtration system is an alternate private sewage disposal system
which utilizes gravity to deliver effluent from a septic tank to
a subsurface gravel distribution bed, from which the eff.luent is
filtered through a bed of sand to reduce organic matter and

(1X)12

40320-1.91/100



pathogenic organisms, and thence percolates into natural soil.
Typical components of such systems include a septic tank,
effluent piping, a subsurface distribution bed composed of
gravel filter material and perforated distribution piping, a
sand filtration bed, and a leaching bed, leach lines, or seepage
pits.

Distribution beds shall be designed and constructed in a
manner similar to that set forth for mound systems in subsection
(c) above, using approved, perforated gravity-flow piping in
lieu of pressurized piping. Sand filtration beds shall extend
not less than five (5) feet vertically below and five (5) feet
horizontally from the edges of any distribution bed. Filtration
material shall be clean sand having a grain size within the
acceptable range indicated on Table upe Appendix I-7 of this
Code.

)
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ARTICLE X - UNIFORM MECHANICAL CODE (UMC)

Sec. 10-1. ADOPTION. That mechanical code known as the
"Uniform Mechanical Code," 1988 Edition, and Appendices A, B,
and C, promulgated and published by the International Conference
of Building Officials, 5360 South Workman Mill Road, Whittier,
California, 90601, and as amended herein, the purpose and
SUbject matter of which, among other things, is to protect
pUblic health and safety as stated in Section 102 of said code,
is hereby adopted and enacted as the primary mechanical code of
the County and· made a part of this Code by reference with the
same force and effect as if fully set forth herein, subject to
the following amendments.

Sec. 10-2. AMENDMENTS. Refer to Sec. 2-5 in this ordinance
for an explanation of the section numbering and cross
referencing system used for the amendments which follow.

Sec. UMC 304 (b), (c). FEES. Refer to section 3-5 in this
ordinance.

Sec. UMC 304(f)
ordinance.

FEE REFUNDS. Refer to section 3-6 in this

TABLE NO. 3-A MECHANICAL PERMIT FEES. (Delete this Table in
its entirety. Refer to section 3-5 in this ordinance.)

Sec. UMC 912(a) Factory-built Chimneys.

EXCEPTION: Factory built chimneys for residential-type
appliances and fireplaces may terminate three (3) feet
above the roof opening and two (2) feet above any point of
the building within ten (10) feet.
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ARTICLE XI

RELOCATED BUILDINGS AND TEMPORARY STRUCTURES

Sec. 11-1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. Buildings or structures
moved into or within the County shall comply with the provisions
of this Code for new buildings or structures except when
otherwise permitted by this Code or by State law.

Temporary structures such as reviewing stands and other
miscellaneous structures; sheds, canopies or fences used for the
protection of the pUblic around and in conjunction with
construction work may be erected by special permit from the
Building Official for a limited period of time. Such buildings
or structures need not comply with the type of construction. or
fire-resistive time periods requir~d by this Code. Temporary
kll.lildings'or structures shall be completely removed upon the
expiration of the time limit stated in the permit.

Sec. 11-2. PERMIT(S) REQUIRED. It shall be unlawful for any
person, firm, or corporation to move or cause to be moved any
building or structure excepting a contractor's tool house,
construction office, or similar structure which is relocated as
construction requires, into or within the County without first
obtaining a permit to do so from the Building Official .

. premises of a house IEXC.,
mov =7empor "

OF' RELOCAT -'-BUILDING. Prior to
issuance of relocation permit for any structure and as a part
of the application therefor, a Notice of Relocated Building, on
a form furnished by the Building Official, shall be posted at
the site of the buil '_. ".croposed to be relocated and at the
proposed · · ·
maintained fo
application for relocation pe~' period,
interested parties may submit written comments to the Building
Official regarding said proposed relocation. (Refer to Sec.
11-5 DENIAL OF PERMIT.)

Sec. 11-3. APPLICATION AND INVESTIGATION FEE. To obtain a
permit to relocate a building or structure the applicant shall
first file an application therefor as required by section 3-2 in
this ordinance. The Building Official may require plans,
photographs and other data to substantiate the application.

Each application shall be accompanied by the required
investigation fee to cover the costs of processing the
application, inspecting the building and premises, and handling
other matters connected therewith. Such fee shall be non
refundable. If the building to be moved is located outside the
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County, the applicant shall pay an additional fee as set forth
in the Fee Schedule to cover increased costs of inspection and
mileage ..

(ci~t

prior
1. That there is ·evidence~~~of=~cfull compliance with the
zoning prOV1S1ons of Ventura county Ordinance Code,
Division 8-PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT.
2. Tft~."'hre~b~~l.~::'

~qm~~~
---ct1rrelf!!~

3. That all necessary and required documentation has been
submitted for review, including, but not limited to, plans
and specifications for all required or proposed
improvements at the new location, a soils investigation
report, a current termite inspection report, a water IIwill
serve ll letter from a recognized water provider or an
approved water well certificate, a sewer "will serve ll

letter from a recognized sanitation district or an approved
septic system certificate, and a surety bond in the amount
determined by the Building Official as set forth in Sec.
11-16 of this Code.

Sec. 11-4. INVESTIGATION AND REPORT. The Building Official
shall cause an investigation to be made of each building or
structure for which an application for·a relocation permit has
been received. A written report shall be prepared based on such
inspection, and a copy of the report shall be given to the
applicant. This report shall contain the approval or
disapproval by the Building Official for relocating the
building. If approved for relocation, the report shall list the
requirements and corrections necessary for making the building
conform to the codes adopted herein.

In granting an approval for relocation, the Building Official
may impose such terms and conditions as he may deem reasonable
and proper, including time limits for completion of all work,
and requirements for whatever changes, alterations, additions,
or repairs are necessary to assure that relocation will not be
materially detrimental or injurious to public health, safety, or
welfare.

The investigation report shall remain valid for a period of 180
days after the building or structure has been inspected, after
which time a new investigation and report may be required by the
Building Official.

S".
th f 1ssuance of
structure which:

1. Is so constructed or
dangerous.

The Building Official may deny
permit for any building or

is in· such condition as to be
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Sec. 11-7. CONDITIONS OF SECURITY. Every performance bond,
cash bond, or assignment of shares required by this article
shall be conditioned as follows:

1. Unless otherwise specified in the investigation .report,
work required to be done pursuant. to the conditions of the
relocation building permit shall be initiated within 180 days
from the date of issuance of the permit.
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2. The time limit specified may be extended for good and
sufficient cause after written request of the principal or
surety, before said time limit has expired. The Building
Official shall notify the principal and surety in writing of
such time extension and may extend the time limit without
consent of the surety.

. 3. The term of each bond posted pursuant to this Article shall
begin upon the date of the posting thereof and shall end upon
the completion to the satisfaction of the Building Official of
the performance of all the terms and conditions 'of the
relocation building permit.

4. The Building Official and the surety, or the duly
authorized representative of either, shall have access to the
premises described in the relocation permit for the purpose of
inspecting the progress of the work.

5. Upon default by the principal, the surety shall cause all
required work to be performed.as set forth in the conditions of
the investigation report and relocation permit.

6. In the event of default in the performance of any term or
condition of the relocation permit, the surety or any person
employed or engaged on its behalf, or 'the Building Official or
any person employed or engaged on his behalf, may go upon the
premises to complete the required work or to remove or demolish
the building or structure, and to clear, clean, and restore the
site.

Sec. 11-8. PERMIT ISSUANCE AND FEES. Before a permit is
issued for the relocation of a building and its reconstruction,
repair, and completion at a new site, all required plan review
and permit fees shall be paid. The required permits, together
with the investigation report, shall comprise the Itrelocation
permit lt for the purposes of this Article.

The value to be used in computing the relocation building
permit and plan r~view fees shall be as set forth ,in Sec. UBC
304 (b) in this Code, based upon the estimated cost of all
construction necessary to complete the structure.

Sec. 11-9. EXPIRATION OF PERMIT. Permits for the relocation,
reconstruction, and repair of a building or structure shall be
null and void in accordance with the provisions of section 3
l(e) in this Code if the building or structure is not relocated
to the proposed site and/or the required work commenced within
180 days of the date of issuance of such permits.

Sec. 11-10. PROCEDURE UPON DEFAULT. (a) PERFORMANCE BOND.
Should the principal fail to comply with the conditions required
by the relocation permit, the Building Official shall give
notice of default in writing to the principal and to the surety
named in the performance bond.

The notice of ""default shall state the conditions of the bond
which have not been complied with and shall specify the period
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of time the Building Official deems to be reasonably necessary
for completion of the work. .

Upon receipt of a notice of default, the surety shall cause the
required work to be completed within the time specified.

The surety shall have the option of removing or demolishing the
building or structure in lieu of completing the required work,
in which case the site shall be suitably cleared, cleaned, and
restored to the satisfaction of the Building Official.

EXCEPTION: The surety may be granted a release from its
obligation to perform under the conditions of the performance
bond provided:

1 . A wr i tten agreement is executed between Surety and the
Division of Building and Safety under which the Division assumes
responsibility for causing completion of required work or
demolition of the structure; and

2. A cash bond is posted by the Surety in the amount of the
performance bond, payable to the· County of Ventura, to enable
the Building Official to cause the required work of repair or
demolition to be·performed in accordance with Section 11-10(b)
in this ordinance.

(b) CASH BOND. When a cash bond has been posted the Building
Official shall give notice of default to the principal in the
manner set forth above. Should the principal fail to comply
with requirements within the specified time period, the Building
Official at his own discretion may proceed without delay and
without further notice or proceeding to use the cash deposit or
any portion thereof to cause the required work to be completed
by contract or otherwise.

(c) ASSIGNMENT OF SHARES. When an assignment of shares has
been posted the Building Official shall give notice of default
to the principal in the manner set forth above. Should the
principal fail to comply with requirements within the specified
time period, the Building Official may request payment of the
assigned certificates or shares or any portion thereof by the
lending institution and at his own discretion the Building
Official may proceed without delay and without further notice or
proceeding to use such assets to cause the required work to be
completed by contract or otherwise.

Sec. 11-11 RELEASE OF SECURITY. Ca) PERFORMANCE BOND. When
all conditions and requirements of the relocation permit and
applicable laws and ordinances have been completed, the Building
Official shall notify the surety that the bond has been
exonerated.

Cb) CASH BOND. When a cash bond has been posted and all
requirements of the relocation permit have been completed, the
Building Official shall return the cash to the depositor, or to
his successors or assigns, except any portion thereof that may
have been used, cashed, or deducted as provided elsewhere in
this Article.
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(c) ASSIGNMENT OF SHARES. When an assignment of shares has
been made and all requirements of the relocation permit have
been completed, the Building Official shall notify the lending
institution and shall do all things reasonably necessary to
effect a release of said assignment to the principal or to his
successors or assigns, except any portion thereof that may have
been used, cashed or deducted as provided elsewhere in this
Article.
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ARTICLE XII - SWIMMING POOLS, ORNAMENTAL POOLS,
AND APPURTENANT FENCING

Sec. 12-1. DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this Article
certain terms are hereby defined as follows.

IIpool ll shall mean any body of water created by artificial means
which is designed, intended or used for swimming or immersion
purposes by men, women and/or children; or for decoration or
ornamentation; or for the breeding, or maintenance of fish or
waterfowl; or for the purpose of landscape features, and w~ich

has a water depth exceeding eighteen (18) inches. The term
"pool" shall include swimming pools, wading pools, spas, hot
tubs, above- and below-ground plastic or plastic-lined pools,
Koi-ponds, fish-ponds, ornamental fountains, and reflecting
pools, but does not apply to plumbing fixtures such as bathtubs
or hydro-therapy tubs; nor does it apply to man-made lakes,
reservoirs or farm ponds used primarily for pUblic park
purposes, water conservation, irrigation, ground-water
recharging basins, or watering of livestock. It shall apply to
any water-filled excavation, lined or unlined, within three (3) I
feet of any structure or property line. (When appropriate,
public pools shall comply also with CCR Title 24).

Sec. 12-2. POOL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
(a) GENERAL. Pool design and construction shall be in

accordance with accepted engineering practice, shall be in
conformity with applicable provisions of the adopted building,
electrical, plumbing, and mechanical codes, and shall be
structurally suitable for the soil, topographic~ and geologic
conditions prevailing at the construction site.

(b) EXPANSIVE SOIL DESIGN. Pools constructed below grade shall
be designed on the assumption that their construction is to be
in an area of moderately expansive soil having an expansion
index of 51-90 and an equivalent fluid pressure of not less than
45 pounds per cubic foot (45 p.c.f.).

EXCEPTION: Where tests indicate that soils at a pool site
are non-expansive or have low expansion characteristics
from the ground surface to the full depth of the pool,
structural design may be based on an equivalent fluid
pressure not less than 30 p.c.f.

In highly expansive soils having an expansion index of 91-130,
pools shall be designed for not less than 60 p.c.f. equivalent
fluid pressure.

In very highly expansive soils having an expansion index over
130, pool design shall be subject to special requirements based
on a site investigation, soil testing, and engineering analysis
by a registered civil engineer to determine appropriate design
parameters for the site.
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(c) HYDROSTATIC UPLIFT. In areas of anticipated high water
table an approved hydrostatic relief system or device shall be
installed.

(d) THERMAL PROTECTION FOR PLASTIC PIPING. Between the inlet
of pool water heating equipment and any plastic water piping
connected thereto, a check valve shall be installed to prevent
thermal damage to such piping due to backflow.

EXCEPTION: When rapid or high-rate filters are employed a
check valve may be omitted.

Between the outlet of pool heating equipment and any plastic
water piping connected thereto, not less than five feet of
approved metal pipe shall be installed for the purpose of
dissipating heat.

(e) SAFEGUARDING SUCTION DRAINS. Bottom drains and suction
intakes in pools and spas shall be covered with grates or other
protective devices which cannot be removed except with tools.
The slots or openings in these covers shall be of such area,
shape, and arrangement as to prevent bathers from being drawn
thereto with such force as to constitute a safety hazard.

(f) GRAB BARS. Wherever egress from a pool is restricted by
the presence of a vertical wall or other barrier which extends
more than 12" above the water surface at the pool edge,
permanent continuous grab bars, handrails, or other approved
equivalent devices shall be installed within 12 inches of the
water surface. Such devices shall be capable of being securely
grasped, and shall be adequate to support the weight of a user
of the pool.

Sec. 12-3. DECKS
(a) GENERAL. A deck shall be provided around below-grade

swimming pools except when special engineering design is
furnished which. indicates that such deck is not necessary for
the purpose of maintaining the structural integrity of the pool
and/or for controlling surface water and moisture content in the
soil adjacent to the pool. Decks shall not be required for spas
and hot tubs.

(b) DECK DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION. Required decks shall be
constructed of concrete or other· approved impervious material
and shall be sloped to provide positive drainage away from the
perimeter of the pool. Except as provided below, decks shall
have a minimum width of four feet and shall be at least 3-1/2
inches in thickness. Reinforcement shall be 13 bars spaced not
over 24 inches o.c. each way, or equivalent reinforcing.

Approved joints shall be provided in the deck at corners, at
maximum 10-foot intervals, and wherever necessary in order to
control cracking, to allow for differential movement, and to
minimize damage to the deck from such movement should it occur.
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Joints in decks and coping shall be made watertight with an
approved permanent resilient sealant.

(c) CUTOFF WALLS. At the outer perimeter of pool decks a
cutoff wall of approved material shall be installed below-grade
to a depth of at least 15 inches so as to form a permanent and
effective vertical moisture barrier.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. A cutoff wall may be omitted when a deck
at least six feet wide is installed.

2 . Decks less than four feet in width may be installed
provided that the required cutoff wall is increased in depth
beyond the minimum by an amount directly proportional to the
reduction in deck width.

(d) PRE-SATURATION, HIGHLY EXPANSIVE SOILS. When the soil
below a deck has an expansion index of 91 or greater it shall be
saturated with water to a depth of at least 18 inches prior to
installation of the deck.

(e) DECK BONDING. When decks are to be installed, whether
structurally required or not, the reinforcing installed therein
shall be electrically bonded together with the pool shell
reinforcing and metal parts of electrical equipment associated
with the pool water recirculating. system and with miscellaneous
metal accessories, such as pool slides, diving boards and spring
boards,in accordance with NEC Sec. 680-22.

Sec. 12-4. DRAINAGE AND DISPOSAL
(a) SURFACE WATER. Surface water from pool decks shall be

collected and conducted through non-erosive devices to a street,
storm drain, or other approved watercourse or disposal area.

(b) WASTE WATER. Pool waste water shall be disposed of in
accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Health
Officer.

(c) DRYWELLS. Drywells shall not be employed for pool
wastewater disposal except when specifically approved for the
purpose and when it has been determined that such installation
is not likely to have adverse effects on the structural
stability of the pool or other structures on the site. The
Building Official may require a percolation test, soils report,
and/or geological report to make such a determination.

Sec. 12-5. SPECIAL INSPECTION. Special inspection as required
by Section 306 in the UBC shall be provided for pneumatically
placed concrete (qunite) in swimming pools.

Sec. 12-6. FENCING AND GATES.
(a) GENERAL. Any person, firm, or corporation in posse·ssion of

land either as owner-in-fee, purchaser under contract, lessee,
tenant, licensee, or any type of legal estate, upon which is
situated a "pool" as defined in Section 12-1 shall at all times
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maintain on the premises a permanent fence and gates designed
and constructed so that, at any point, the outside of the
fencing will present an effective barrier which completely
surrounds such pool or body of water and which will inhibit
access under, over, or through the fencing, provided, however,
that a dwelling or accessory building may be used as a part of
the enclosure.

(b) MATERIALS. Fencing may be constructed of any durable
materials, and shall be designed to withstand a horizontal force
of 20 pounds per lineal foot applied at the top of the fence.
Openings I holes, or gaps therein shall be no larger than 4 II

except for openings closed by doors or gates. Mesh or fabric
fence material with openings greater than 2" nominal shall not
be permitted.

(c) HEIGHT.
heig,
fell'
a '~

cons~

structu
pOQr,
ef'

(d)~02" fences, or fences of
similar or ...:mesh-type fence~, ,.sha~l havehori:zonta,l
memb ,~1Ci1lfirtfcf.:l,aB.u«f!t~p: ..tff&'fi'
lower member to the top of the upper member.

(e) GATES AND FITTINGS. Each gate or door opening through a
pool fence or enclosure shall be equipped with a self-qlosing,
self-latching device capable of keeping the gate or door
securely closed at all times when not in use.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. Doors in Group R (Dwellings) which form a part
of a pool enclosure. (Note: When Group M-3 I private
residential garages are used in this instance, hinged doors
from garage to yard space within pool enclosures shall be
provided with self-closing, self-latching hardware as required
for pool enclosure gates.)
2. Gates used for ingress and egress of vehicles or equipment,
but not persons, to the pool area and ,which are kept pad-locked
when not in use.
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ARTICLE XIII - MOBILEHOMES AND COMMERCIAL COACHES

Sec. 13-1. DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of this Article the
terms "mobilehome," "commercial coach," "mobilehome accessory
structure," and 1Ifoundation system1l shall have the meanings set
forth in Title 25, California Code of Regulations, and shall
also apply to "manufactured housing" and "factory-built
housing".

Sec. 13-2. SCOPE. The provisions of this Article shall apply
to mobilehomes and commercial coaches installed outside
mobilehome parks in all locations where the County of Ventura is
the primary enforcement authority for applicable provisions of
the State Mobilehome Parks Act, SUbchapter 1 of Chapter 2,
California Code of Regulations, Title 25.

Sec. 13-3. INSTALLATION PERMIT REQUIRED. No person, firm, or
corporation shall install, occupy, or use a mobilehome,
mobilehome accessory structure, or commercial coach or cause the
same to be done without first obtaining an installation permit
therefor. Said installation permit shall be issued SUbject to
compliance with applicable laws and ordinances, including but
not limited to:

(a) Terms and conditions of a zoning clearance, including time
limits established thereby.

(b) Requirements for an approved foundation system.
(c) Requirements for approved electrical, plumbing, and sewage

disposal facilities. .
(d) Payment of installation permit fees in addition to fees for

permits, services or clearances which may otherwise be required.

Sec. 13-4. SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS, COMMERCIAL COACHES

(a) ALLOWABLE AREA. The area of commercial coach units
connected in mUltiple shall not exceed the allowable floor area
for the occupancy housed therein and the Type of Construction,
in accordance with section 505 in the UBC.

(b) LOCATION ON PROPERTY. Commercial coaches shall be
positioned on a site with sufficient setback from property lines
so as to comply with the requirements of section 504 in the UBC
for fire-resistive protection of exterior walls and openings
without the necessity for altering the structure or finish
materials of the exterior walls of the coach.

(c) STAIRS AND EXITS. Stairs, ramps, handrails, guardrails,
landings, and exits shall be provided for commercial coaches as
specified in Chapter 33 in the UBC. Such coaches shall also
conform to applicable standards of the state of California for
making buildings accessible by physically handicapped persons.
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(d) SANITARY FACILITIES. Commercial coaches shall be provided
with sanitary facilities in accordance with the requirements of
this Code which are applicable to the particular occupancy
housed therein. Sanitary facilities shall also conform to the
applicable standards of the State of California for
accessibility t~ physically handicapped persons.

Sec. 13-5. REQUIREMENTS IN HIGH FIRE HAZARD AREAS. The
requirements of section UBC Chapter 16 in this ordinance shall
be applicable to mobilehomes, mobilehome accessory structures,
manufactured or factory-built housing, and commercial coaches
installed within High Fire Hazard areas.

Sec. 13-6. SUBSTANDARD OR DANGEROUS MOBILEHOMES AND COMMERCIAL
COACHES. All mobilehomes, commercial coaches, or portions
thereof, whether permanently or temporarily installed, which are
determined to be substandard or dangerous as defined in the
Uniform ~ousing Code or the Dangerous Buildings Code as amended
by this ordinance, are hereby declared to be pUblic nuisances
and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or
removal in accordance with procedures specified in such codes.
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ARTICLE XIV - COPIES OF CODES FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION

Sec. 14-1. FILING WITH CLERK OF THE BOARD. Not less than one
(1) certified copy of this Code and of each of the codes adopted
by reference herein are on file in the office of the Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors, and all such certified copies of the
codes shall be kept at that office for pUblic inspection while
this Code is in force.

Sec. 14-2. COPIES OF CODE FOR SALE TO PUBLIC. Copies of ~he

Ventura County Building Code shall be made available in the
office of the Division of Building and Safety for examination
and purchase by the pUblic at a price not to exceed the actual
cost thereof to the County plus a reasonable handling charge as
established by the Building Official.

BW:ka

(XIV) 1

4D320-1.91/116



Ventura County Building Code
SUBJECT INDEX

o For index by Article and Section, see Table of Contents, pages i and ii.
o See the published edition of each adopted Code for an index of subject matter

which is not contained in this ordinance.

SUBJECT

--A--
ABATEMENT
Grading/excavation hazards
Insanitary plumbing • . . .
Unsafe electrical work

ABSORPTION AREA REQUIREMElnS

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

ADOP'rION BY REFERENCE
Dangerous Buildings Code
National Electrical Code (NEC)
Uniform Building Code (UBC) • • • • • • •
Uniform Building Code Standards •
Uniform Housing Code (UHC) ••••
Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC)
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) • • •
Ventura County Building Code

SECTION NO.

Art. V, UBC APP. 7002, 7004
• • • . • 9-2(a)

. . . . . . . . . . 8-2

Art. IX, Table UPC APP. 1-6

Art. I

7-1
8-1
5-1
5-1
6-1

10-1
9-1

(VCBC) 1-3

AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS
Type NM electrical cable permitted
Permit exemptions • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Special provisions • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Art. VIII, NEC 336-3
• • •• 3-1(b)

Art. V, UBC APP. 1108(b)

ALTERHA'rE PRIVA'rE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYS'rZMS
"Private sewage disposal systems").
Approval of • • • • •
Definition • • . • • • • • • • • • • •
General requirements • • • • • •
Mound systems • • • • • • • •
Subsurface sand filtration

ALUMINUM WIRE
Restrictions on use • •

(Also refer to

Art. IX, upe APP. I-1(h)
Art. IX, UPC APP. I-10(a)
Art. IX, UPC APP. I-10(b)
Art. IX, UPC APP. I-10(c)
Art. IX, UPC APP. r-10(d)

Art. VIII, NEC 110-5

.AME:HD~8 • • • • • • • • • •••
Numbering and cross-referencing system

APAR~ BOUSB
Definition

5-2; 6-2; 7-2; 8-3; 9-3; 10-2
• • • . • 2-5

4-1

APPEALS ••

4D32G-1.91/117

2-3; nBC 205; nBC 501(b); UBC APP. 7004(e);
• • • • • • • • • • • UHC 203; UHC 1201(b)

Index 1



APPENDIX
Uniform Building Code (UBC) .
Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC)
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) .

Art. V
Art. X

Art. IX

APPROVAL REQUIRED
For connection .of utilities · . · · · · · · Art. V, UBC
For energizing electrical equipment · · · · ·For occupancy . • • . . · · · · Art. V, UBC
Successive inspection . · · · Art. V, UBC
Temporary utility clearance · · · · . · · · Art. V, UBC

ARRESTS •

A~HORITY FOR ADOPTION OF

--B--

305(d)
8-2(a)
305(d)
305(d)
305(d)

2-2(g)
:

1-3

BUILDING OFFICIAL
Enforcement of codes
Definition • . . .
Deputies • • . •
Powers and duties . ~

BUILDING SERVICE EQUIPMENT
Definition • • • • • • • •

--C--
CASH BOND

CODE (See "Ventura County Building Code")

CODE AMENDMENTS (See IIAmendments" )

CODS CONFLICTS (See "Conflicts between codes")

COMMERCIAL COACHES
Allowable area
In High Fire Hazard Area
Location on property
Sanitary facilities • •
Special requirements
Stairs and exits
Substandard • • • • • •

CONDUcroRS, ELECftICAL

CONFLICTS BBDfBEH CODSS ••

2-2(a)
4-1

2-2(b)
2-2

4-1

11-6; 11-7; 11-10; 11-11

Art. XIII
13-4(a)

13-5
• • • • 13-4(b)

13-4(d)
13-4

13-4(c)
13-6

Art. VIII, NEC 110-5

1-5

CRAWL SPACBS
Premoistening of soil • • • • • • • • • Art. V, Table USC 29-A (footnote)

DEFAULT, MOVED BUILDING • • • • • • •

--0--
11-10

4D32~1.91/118
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DEFINI-rIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1; Art. IV; Art. V, UBC APP. 7005;
Art. IX, UPC APP. I-lO(a); 12-1; 13-1

DIREC-rOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
Administration of grading regulations
Repair or demolition work • • . . . . • • .

DISCONNEC-rION, ELEC-rRICAL WIRING

. . .. .... 4-1
4-1

8-2

DRAINAGE AND MOISTURE PROTECTION • Art. V, UBC 2905(f); UBC APP. Sec. 2916
Curb at underfloor access .•..••••.••..• Art. V, UBC 2905(f)-1

DRAINAGE PIPING
Approved materials

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
Permit for • . . • • • • • • • •

--E--

• Art. IX, UPC 40l(a)

3-5(a)

EXEMPTION
Building sewers within qualified Sanitary District • • • • • • •• 9-2(b)
Exempted Work •.••••••.•.••••••• 5-2; UBC 301(b); 8-2; 9-2

EXPANSIVE SOIL
Foundation requirements
Gutters and downspouts
Premoistening • • • • • •
Presaturation, pool deck
Swimming pool design for • • • • • • • •
Tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

--F--

Art. V, Table UBC 29-A
• ••• Art. V, UBC 2905(£)-2

Art. V, Table UBC 29-A
• • • • • • • • • 12-3(d)
• • • • • • • • • 12-2 (b)
• •••• Art. V, USC 2904(b)

FEES • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3-5
Appeals hearing. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2-2(e)
Building permit • • • • • • • • • • • • Art. V, USC 304(b)
Grading permit • • • • • • • • • • •••• Art. y, USC APP. 7007
Investigation. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••• 3-S(c)
Relocated buildings • • •• •• • • •••••• 11-3; 11-8
Permit cancellation. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3-S(b)
Plan review. • •• ••••••••• • • Art. V, USC 304(c)
Refund of • • • •• •••• • • • • • • •• 3-6; Art. V, USC APP. 7007
Release of Noncompliance Notice. • • • • • • • •• 2-2(h)

FINES • • • • •

FIRE DEPARDIBH'r
Definition

FIREPLACB POOTIHGS

.. -

2-4(e)

4-1

Art. V, USC 2907(a)-3

FLOOD-PROD AREA
Survey for elevation may be required . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-3

FLOODING, INUNDATION OR EROSION •

FOOTINGS

4D320-1.91/119
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13-1; 13-3. . . . . . . . . .

FOUNDATION REQUIREMENTS ..•• Art. V, USC 2907(a); Art. V, Table USC 29-A

FOUNDATION SYSTEM
Mobilehomejcommercial coach

--G--
GENERAL PROVISIONS Art. II

GEOLOGIC CONDITIONS, ADVERSE
GEOLOGIC INVESTIGATION

GRADE BEAM AT GARAGE OPENINGS .

Art. V, USC 303(a)
Art. V, USC 2905(b)

Art. V, USC 2907(a)-2

GRADING
Drainage and terracing • . • • • . . • •
Engineeredjregular designation . • • • •
Hazards • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • •
Ministerial and discretionary • • • • • • •
Permit issuance • . . • • •
Setbacks . • • •

Art. V, USC APP. 7012(a)
Art. V, USC APP. 7014(b)

• • • Art. V, USC APP. 7004
• • Art. V, USC APP. 7002.5

Art. V, USC APP. 7006(9)
Art. V, USC AP~. 7011(a)

GROUNDWATER

GtrrrERS AND DOWNSPOUTS

Art. V, USC 2905(£)-4; APP. 2916

• •• Art. V, USC 2905(£)-2

--H--

HAZARD, HAZARDOUS
Electrical wiring and equipment • •
Excavation and grading • • • • • • • • •
Fire . . . • • . . . • •
Flood • • • • . • • • • • • • • • •
Geologic • • • • .

· . . . . . . . . . . 8-2
• • • Art. V, USC APP. 7004

• • •• Art. V, USC 1602
2-2(e); Art. V, USC 303(a)

Art. V, USC 303(a)

HEALTH OFFICER; BEAL~ OFFICIAL
Definition • • . • • 4-1

BIGB FIRE HAZARD AREA
Construction requirements • • • • •
Defined • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Waiver of requirements •• • • • •

Art. V, USC 1602(a)-(e)
• • •• Art. V, USC 1601
• • •• Art. V, USC 1603

BIGB-RISB BUILDINGS
Automatic fire sprinkler system •
Helistop • • • • • • • • •
Voice communication system

BOLDING TAHltS PROBIBIDD

Art. V, USC 1807(m)
Art. V, USC lS07(n)
Art. V, usc 1807(£)

Art. IX, upe 1102(e)

--1--
1-1 AND 1-2 (IHSTI~IONAL) OCCUPANCIES Art. V, USC 1001

INDUSftIAL WASTE
Subsurface disposal prohibited Art. IX, upe APP. 1-9

Index 4
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INFRACTION, MISDEMEANOR/INFRACTION

INSANITARY PLUMBING

· . . . . . . . 2-2(g)

9-2(a)

INSPECTION
Approvals required
Concealment of work
Removal of obstruction .
Requests for, one working day
Required, prior to occupancy

ISOLATED, SELF-CONTAINED AREA
Definition . • • • •

prior

. · · · . . · Art. V, USC 30S(d). . · · 3-4

· · . 3-4. · 3-4

· · . · . . · · Art. V, USC 305(d)

Art. V, USC APP. 7005

--J--

LIABILITY
Acts or omissions
Legal defense against •
Judgements • • • •
Of employees • • • •
Of property owner

NO REQUIREMENTS

--K--
NO REQUIREMENTS

--L--

--M--

1-6
1-6
1-6
1-6
1-6

MAXIMUM OCCUPANCY •.••

MINISTERIAL/DISCRETIONARY
Grading permits • • • • •

MINOR STRUCTURE; MINOR BUILDING
Definition • • • • • • • • • •

Ar~. V, UBC 1207(b); A~. VI, Sec. S03(b)

Art. V, USC APP. 7002.5

4-1

MISDEMEAHOR; MISDEMEANOR/INFRACTION • 2-2(g); 2-4; Art. VI, UHC 1401(a)

MOBILBBOMBS • • • • • • • • • • •
Definition • • • • • • • • • •
In High Fire Hazard Area • • • •
Installation permit required
Substandard • • • •
Where regulated • • • • • • •

Art. XIII
13-1
13-5
13-3
13-6
13-2

MOISnJRB BARRIER
Swim pool decks •

4D320-1.91/121
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--N--

NONMETALLIC-SHEATHED CABLE
Uses permitted . • . . Art. VIII, NEC 336-3

NOTICE OF NONCOMPLIANCE .
Release of . . . .
Fee for release of

2-2(h)
2-2(h)
2-2(h)

NOTICE AND ORDER
Grading hazard . . • . • • • • • • • . . • . • • Art. V, USC APP. 7004

NUISANCE, PUBLIC
Excavation hazards
Insanitary plumbing •

Art. V, USC APP •. 7004
• • • • • • 9-2 (a)

--0--
OCCUPANCY
Approval of, contingent upon compliance.
Utility clearance, temporary • . • •
Violations • • • . . . • •

• • • • Art. V, USC 305(d)
· • •• Art. V, USC 305(d)

• • • • • • •• 2-2(f)

OIL-RELATED GRADING ••• Art. V, USC APP. 7002.5

--P--
PERCOLATION TESTS • . • • • • • • • Art. IX, UPC APP. 1-4

PERFORMANCE BOND
Mobilehomes and commercial coaches 11-6; 11-7; 11-10; 11-11

• • • • • • • • • • • • 3-2
• • • • Art. V, USC 303 (a); 11-5;

• • • • •• 3-1(a)
• • • • • • • • • •• 3-1(b)
• • • • • • 3-1(e); 11-9

Art. V, USC APP. 7006(9)
Art. V, UBC 303(a), USC APP. 7006(g)

• • • •• 3-1(d)
• • • •• 3-1(h)

Art. V, USC APP. 7002.5
• • • • Art. V, USC 303(a)

• • • • • • • • • 11-2
3-1(a)

11-1; 11-2
• • •• 3-1 (b)

11-1; 11-2
3-1(g)
3-1(c)

PERMITS
Application for . • • . • • • • • • •
Denial of • • . • • • • . • • • ~ •
Emergency repairs . • • • • • • • • •
Exemptions: Agricultural Buildings
Expiration . • •• •••••
Grading . • • • •• .•••
Issuance • • • •• ••••
Restrictions on • • • • • • •
Maintenance permits • •
Ministerial and discretionary grading •
Prior to completion of plan review
Relocated buildings • • •
Required • • • . . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Reviewing stands • • • • • • • • • •
Suspension or revocation • • • • •
Temporary structures • • • • • • • • • • • •
Transferable • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Waiver of • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

PERSON, FIRM, OR CORPORATION
Definition • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1

Index 6
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PLAN REVIEW
Additional fees, incomplete plans •
Fees for . • . . . . . . •
Standard Plan •...•. .••.•

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS
Waiver of . • • • . . .

POWER OF CITATION

POWERS AND DUTIES OF BUILDING OFFICIAL

Art. V, USC 304(c)
Art. V, USC 304(c)
Art. V, USC 304(c)

2-7
2-7

2-2(9)

2-2

PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS (Also Refer to "Alternate Private Sewage
Disposal Systems")
Absorption area requirements • • • • Art. IX, Table UPC APP. 1-6
Availability of public sewer Art. IX, UPC 110l(d)-1
Disposal fields and seepage pits, area of • Art. IX, UPC APP. r-3
Expansion area • • • • • • • • • • • • • Art. IX, UPC APP. I-l(d)
General requirements • • • • • • • • Art. IX, UPC APP. I-l(a)
Industrial waste disposal prohibited Art. VIII, UPC APP. 1-9
Location of . • • • . Art. IX, UPC 1110(a); Art. IX, Table UPC APP. 1-1
Percolation tests . . • • • • • • • . •• Art. VIII, UPC APP 1-4
Seepage pits . • • • Art. VIII, upe 120(b); Art. VIII, UPC APP. 1-7

--Q--

NO REQUIREMENTS

--R--
R-4 OCCUPANCY •

REFUNDS.

RELOCAHD BUILDINGS • • • • •
Application and investigation fee •
Conditions of security bond •
Denial of permit • • • • •
Expiration of permit • • • • • • • •
Investigation and report
Permit issuance and fees
Security bond required

RBLO~IOIf

REPORTS AND RECORDS •

RBSIDBlf'rIAL GROUP CARS PACILITIES •

Art. V, USC APP. 1223

2-10; Art. V, UPC·APP. 7007

Art. XI
11-3
11-7
11-5
11-9
11-4
11-8
11-6

Art. XI; Art. V, UHC 104(b)

2-2(c)

Art. V, USC APP. 1223

RIOft OP BNfty
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--u--
UFER GROUND REQUIRED

UNSAFE
Electrical wiring and equipment •

UNSTABLE SOIL ••

-v--

VAPOR BARRIER, RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIES

VENTURA COUNTY BUILDING CODE (VCBC)
Applicability • • • • . • • • • •
Copies of, for public inspection ••••
Copies of, for public sale ••••
Definition and title • • • • • •
Filing with Clerk of the Board

VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

--w--
WARRAN'rIES, GUARAN'rEES
None implied for work under permit

WATER PIPING
Approved materials

WIRING MEDODS
Existing installations, continued use of

WORlt WItrBOUT PERMIT • •

Art. VIII, NEC 250-S3(e)

a-2(b), (e), (d), (e)

Art. V, uac 303(a)

••••• Art. 'V, usC 29"05(f)-3

1·4
14·1
14-2
1-1

14-1

2-4

1-6

Art. IX~ upe 1004(a)

Art. VIII, NEe 110-S"

--x, Y, z--
NO REQUIREMENTS

BW: j
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