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Letter 
I101 

Katherine R Euylee 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I101-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I101-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I101-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I101-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I101-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I101-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I101-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I101-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I101-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-946 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-947 

Letter 
I102 

Kathy Lottes 
February 27, 2020 

 

I102-1 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Dr. Steven Colome and Climate 
First: Replacing Oil & Gas. See responses to Letters I198 and O20, respectively. 
The commenter’s support of the comments in these letters is noted. Refer to 
response to comment I21-1 and Master Response MR-1 for discussion of the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory, projections, policies and implementation 
programs that reduce GHG emissions, the seven feasible mitigation measures 
identified in the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of 
the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions, and 
the overall adequacy of the climate policies in the 2040 General Plan.  

I102-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations), MR-4.F Flaring, MR-
4.B Antiquated Permits and Takings and MR-4.A County’s Authority to Regulate 
Oil and Gas Development, regarding the findings and conclusions related to 
stopping the issuances of permits for new wells, flaring in oil and gas operations, 
antiquated permits and takings, and the County’s authority to regulate oil and gas 
development. 

I102-3 The commenter’s concerns regarding climate change are noted. This comment is 
a concluding statement and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 
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Letter 
I103 

Keelan Dann 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I103-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis 

I103-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I103-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I104 

Keith Barrow 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I104-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I104-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I104-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I104-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I104-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I104-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I104-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths.  

I104-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I104-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I105 

Kelley Raymond 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I105-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I105-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations.  

I105-3 Refer to response to comment I8-4 and Master Response MR-2 regarding the 
2040 General Plan’s consistency with the Save Open Space and Agricultural 
Resources initiative.  

I105-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I106 

Kevin McAtee 
February 24, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I106-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I106-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I106-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I106-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I106-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I106-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I106-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths.  

I106-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I106-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I107 

Kristen Kessler 
January 28, 2020 

 

I107-1 The comment states that the 2040 General Plan does not set strong enough 
goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and should follow the example 
of the Los Angeles Sustainability Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for 
additional information pertaining to the development of the GHG inventory, GHG 
reduction targets, policies, and programs of the 2040 General Plan. This 
comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not related to 
the adequacy of the draft EIR. This comment is acknowledged for the record and 
will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to 
making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I107-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.G Pipeline Requirements, 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to the conveyance of oil and 
produced water from oil and gas operations. The remainder of the comment 
addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I107-3 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F Flaring, regarding the findings 
and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. 
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I107-4 Refer to Master Response MR-4, MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing Permits for 
New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations), regarding the findings and 
conclusions related phasing out oil and gas operations. 

I107-5 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for an 
explanation of how the policies and programs in the 2040 General Plan address 
the GHG emissions that contribute to global warming. 

 

Letter 
I108 

Kristen Kessler 
February 26, 2020 

 

I108-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR is 
noted. However, no specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, 
or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no 
further response is provided. 

I108-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations), MR-4.G Pipeline 
Requirements, MR-4.F Flaring, and MR-4.A County’s Authority to Regulate Oil 
and Gas Development, regarding the findings and conclusions related to phasing 
out oil and gas production, conveyance of oil and produced water from oil and 
gas operations, flaring in oil and gas operations, and the County’s authority to 
regulate oil and gas development. 
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I108-3 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. This comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  

Note that the 2040 General Plan, as proposed, includes policies and programs 
that promote green building practices (e.g., Policy COS-8.7 and Program R, 
Policy Haz-11.7) and renewable energy (e.g., Policies COS-8.1, COS-8.4, COS-
8.5, COS-8.8, AG-5.2, AG-5.3, EV-4.4). Also, refer to Master Response MR-1 for 
additional information pertaining to the development of the greenhouse gas 
inventory, policies, and programs of the 2040 General Plan. 

 

Letter 
I109 

Kristin Viemeister 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I109-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 
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Letter 
I110 

Lara Shellenbarger and Brent Meeker 
February 24, 2020 

 

I110-1 The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan. 
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Letter 
I111 

Laura K. McAvoy 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I61. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I61 where responses to the 
same comments have already been provided. 

I111-1 Refer to response to comment I61-1 regarding concerns related to the oil and 
gas industry and the draft EIR’s analysis of oil and gas mineral resources. 

I111-2 Refer to Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately 
uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental setting in the 
draft EIR. The commenter indicates that the draft EIR and Background Report do 
not provide a complete description of the existing and current regulatory setting 
for production of mineral resources.  The Background Report Section 8.4, 
“Mineral Resources,” 8.5, “Energy Resources,” and Section 10.2 “Legal and 
Regulatory Framework for Water Management (Class II Underground Injection 
Control Program),” provide relevant regulatory information necessary for 
understanding and evaluating the impacts of the 2040 General Plan on 
petroleum resources. Additionally, the draft EIR Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Section 4.12.1, Background Report Setting Updates, includes 
additional information laws and regulations that pertain to petroleum 
development. This includes federal laws and regulations related to gas pipelines, 
state laws and regulations related to the California Pipeline Safety Act of 1981, 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) Rule No. 71.1 – Crude 
Oil Production and Separation and Rule No. 54 – Sulfur Compounds, VCAPCD 
Primary (Non-Emergency) Flares, VCAPCD Emergency Flares, and VCAPCD 
Permitted Flare Variances, and Non-Coastal and Coastal Zoning Ordinances.   

In the response to this comment, and based on the April 9, 2020 comment letter 
from the California Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM) describing 
its current regulatory program, the regulatory framework section has been 
augmented. The enhanced discussion of regulatory framework would not alter 
the findings or analysis in the EIR. These augments to the regulatory setting for 
Section 4.12 are provided in final EIR Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR.” 

I111-3 Refer to response to comment O5-90 regarding the interplay between the land 
use designations in the 2040 General Plan and mineral resource zones and 
Master Response MR-2 for a detailed discussion of how buildout was analyzed in 
the draft EIR. Response to comment O9-8 provides a discussion of the potential 
for indirect impacts due to incompatible land uses. 

I111-4 Refer to response to comment I61-4 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I112 

Leah Kolt 
February 20, 2020 

 

I112-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.H Buffers (Setbacks), regarding 
the findings and conclusions related to buffers (setbacks) related to oil and gas 
operations. 
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Letter 
I113 

Leslie Purcell 
February 27, 2020 

 

I113-1 The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan (specifically, programs and 
policies regarding tree planting) and is not related to the adequacy of the draft 
EIR. Additionally, the comment suggests additional topics that could be 
considered in the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the 
draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be 
forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a 
decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  

I113-2 The comment generally suggests best management practices for dust control 
along the dirt shoulders of agricultural fields and is not related to the adequacy of 
the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be 
forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a 
decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Section 4.3, “Air Quality,” in the 
draft EIR includes multiple policies and programs to reduce air quality impacts, 
including Mitigation Measure AQ-2b, which would establish fugitive dust best 
management practices for new discretionary development. Fugitive dust 
generated by existing agricultural fields is not an environmental effect of the 2040 
General Plan. 

I113-3 The comment suggests best management practices to control runoff from 
agricultural fields and roadway shoulders but does not provide evidence linking 
benefits from these actions to impacts from implementation of the 2040 General 
Plan identified in the draft EIR. Section 4.10, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” in 
the draft EIR does not identify any significant environmental impacts. The draft 
EIR analyzes water quality impacts to surface water in Impact 4.10-8 and 
impacts to stormwater quality in Impact 4.10-9. These impact analysis 
discussions describe the role of existing regulations and permits in addressing 
the quantity of quality of stormwater and non-stormwater runoff associated with 
future development under the 2040 General Plan. Runoff from existing 
agricultural fields and roadways is not an environmental effect of the 2040 
General Plan. For this reason, no further response is provided. Agricultural land 
use, including existing regulation of pesticide applications and erosion of 
agricultural soils, is discussed in Section 4.2, “Agriculture and Forestry 
Resources,” of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I114 

Linda Harmon 
February 26, 2020 

 

I114-1 The commenter refers to a letter submitted by Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas. 
See responses to Letter O20. 
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Letter 
I115 

Lisa Eklund 
February 25, 2020 

 

I115-1 The comment states that the draft EIR does not recognize or address the 
affordability crisis residents face and the County’s struggling economy. However, 
EIRs are not required to treat a project’s economic or social effects as significant 
effects on the environment (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15131). Social and 
economic effects need only be considered in an EIR where there is a clear link 
between those economic or social effects and physical environmental changes. 
The economic issues raised in this comment would not result in any adverse 
physical changes to the environment not already addressed in the draft EIR. 

I115-2 As described in response to comment I115-1, above, the draft EIR properly 
excludes discussion of economic issues. Regarding the comment that the draft 
EIR should be corrected and recirculated, refer to Master Response MR-7, which 
explains in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I116 

Lisa Woodburn 
February 26, 2020 

 

I116-1 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 
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Letter 
I117 

Lyle Neely 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I117-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I117-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I117-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I117-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I117-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I117-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I117-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I117-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I117-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I118 

Marcia Czarnecki 
No date 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I118-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I118-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations.  

I118-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I118-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I119 

Margaret Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I119-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I119-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I119-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I119-4 See response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I119-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I119-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I119-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I119-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I119-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I120 

Margaret Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I120-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I120-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I120-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I120-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I120-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 General Plan Policies AG-
5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I120-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of 
topsoil. 

I120-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions.  
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Letter 
I121 

Margaret Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I121-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 
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Letter 
I122 

Margaret Kimball 
February 27, 2020 

 

I122-1 The comment asserts that there are issues with the draft EIR that are referenced 
in comments I122-2 to I122-4. This comment is introductory in nature and does 
not raise a significant environmental issue for which a response is required. 

I122-2 The commenter expresses concern that the 2040 General plan contains policies 
“that will significantly increase fuel load in high fire risk areas,” that were not 
evaluated in the draft EIR. However, the comment does not indicate which 
specific policies could increase wildfire risk. Refer to response to comment O32-
30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 General Plan policies and programs 
that encourage tree planting and preservation to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I122-3 The comment states that the draft EIR does not analyze the impact on agriculture 
from competition for water supplies. Refer to response to comment I4-3 
regarding water availability and cost. Additionally, the commenter expresses 
concern regarding data used in the Background Report from 2015. Refer to 
Master Response MR-6 regarding Background Report content and response to 
comment I10-2. While the information provides context for the analysis in the 
draft EIR, it does not directly influence the analysis of potential impacts on 
farmland and agricultural resources pursuant to the thresholds of significance 
established in Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines and the County’s Initial 
Study Assessment Guidelines. Therefore, the age of these data does not affect 
the analysis or conclusions in the draft EIR. 

I122-4 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2.  
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Letter 
I123 

Margo Ferris 
February 25, 2020 

 

I123-1 This comment is introductory in nature and does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. See response to comment 
I123-2, below, regarding the commenter’s concerns about the oil and gas 
industry. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 

I123-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.H Buffers (Setbacks), MR-4.E 
Applicability of Reference Studies for Oil and Gas Operations, and MR-4.I 
Directional Drilling, regarding the findings and conclusions related to buffers 
(setbacks) for oil and gas operations, reference studies relied upon in analysis of 
oil and gas related topics, and directional drilling. 

I123-3 Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the 
draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I124 

Margot Davis 
February 25, 2020 

 

I124-1 The comment states that the draft EIR does not recognize the true impacts of 
climate change. The anticipated physical effects of climate change are 
characterized in the Background Report included as Appendix B to the draft EIR. 
The comment also states that the language of the 2040 General Plan policies is 
insufficient to result in meaningful reductions.  

The draft EIR evaluates the efficacy of the 2040 General Plan policies under the 
assumption that these policies would be implemented as written and derives a 
significance conclusion based on these reductions. The draft EIR concludes that 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated with the 2040 General Plan would 
be potentially significant and recommends seven feasible mitigation measures to 
achieve additional GHG emissions reductions. See Master Response MR-1 for 
additional discussion. 

Finally, the comment requests preparation of a Climate Action Plan (CAP) 
separate from the 2040 General Plan. The 2040 General Plan sets GHG 
reduction targets and goals at 10-year intervals that were developed in 
consideration of statewide GHG reduction targets and other reduction goals. 
Because the 2040 General Plan encompasses policies and targets that would 
similarly be contained in a standalone CAP, the 2040 General Plan can be used 
in the same way to reduce countywide emissions.  

I124-2 The comment pertains to the GHG inventory performed in the draft EIR. Refer to 
Master Response MR-1 regarding the development of the GHG inventory. 

I124-3 The information summarizing fossil fuel production in Ventura County and 
California, Ventura County’s duty to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions, and 
the need to recognize and declare a global climate emergency is noted. This 
comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR and does not raise a 
significant environmental issue for which a response is required. Refer to 
response to comment I23-3 for further discussion of emergency declarations.  

I124-4 The comment pertains to the GHG inventory performed in the draft EIR. Refer to 
Master Response MR-1 regarding the development of the GHG inventory. 

I124-5 The comment suggests that a CAP should be presented as a separate document 
from the 2040 General Plan and include enforceable, measurable targets. Refer 
to response to comment I124-1, above.  

The comment also suggests that the CAP include 5- and 10-year goals, including 
a goal to reduce total county emissions by 20 percent annually and to zero by 
2025. The 2040 General Plan includes measurable targets and goals for GHG 
reductions for 2030, 2040, and 2050 that are aligned with the State’s legislative 
greenhouse gas reduction targets and other reduction goals (draft EIR page 4.8-
6). Refer to Master Response MR-1 for discussion of how the GHG reduction 
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targets and goals were developed and their alignment with State targets and 
goals for GHG reduction. In addition, Implementation Program AA in the 
Conservation and Open Space Element of the 2040 General Plan would require 
updates to the GHG emissions inventory to track GHG reduction performance at 
5-year intervals.  

I124-6 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations), MR-4.H Buffers 
(Setbacks), and MR-4.A County’s Authority to Regulate Oil and Gas 
Development, regarding the findings and conclusions related to phasing out oil 
and gas operations, buffers (setbacks) for oil and gas operations, and the 
County’s authority to regulate oil and gas operations. The remainder of the 
comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan and is not related 
to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I124-7 The comment suggests climate change goals for 2025 and 2030 that could be 
considered in the 2040 General Plan. These suggestions are noted and are 
generally congruent with the types of policies and programs included in the 2040 
General Plan and analyzed in the draft EIR. The 2040 General Plan does include 
policies and programs to restrict flaring and venting of gases from new 
discretionary oil and gas wells (Policy COS-7.8), transition farm equipment away 
from fossil fuels (Programs AG-I and AG-H), and sequester carbon through 
changes in farming practices (Program AG-L). Because the County lacks legal 
authority to mandate some of the changes proposed to personal and business 
practices, such as the types of vehicles procured by public transit operators, the 
County cannot feasibly implement the types of programs envisioned by the 
commenter. This comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I124-8 The comment cites a National Aeronautics and Space Administration study 
regarding “super-emitters” and states that the 2040 General Plan must include 
strong policies to detect and curb emissions from these “super-emitters.” Refer to 
Master Response MR-1 regarding super-emitters and their representation in the 
GHG inventory prepared for the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR.   
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Letter 
I125 

Marianne McGrath 
February 24, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I125-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I125-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I125-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I125-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I125-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I125-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I125-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I125-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I125-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I126 

Marie Taylor 
February 27, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I126-1 The history of the McLoughlin family and their land in Ventura County is noted. 
This comment is introductory in nature and does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. 

I126-2 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I126-3 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations.  

I126-4 Refer to response to comment I8-4 and Master Response MR-2 regarding the 
2040 General Plan’s consistency with the Save Open Space and Agricultural 
Resources initiative.  

I126-5 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-996 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 

Letter 
I127 

Marjie Bartels 
February 27, 2020 

 

I127-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I127-2 The commenter’s opinion about the accuracy and level of detail in the draft EIR 
and Background Report are noted. It is not clear from the comment what errors, 
vague statements, or outdated materials resulted in the commenter’s inability to 
understand the impact analysis provided in Section 4.2, “Agriculture and Forestry 
Resource,” of the draft EIR. The data and maps in the Background Report 
characterize the entire county with sufficient clarity to inform the analysis in the 
draft EIR. The evaluation of the potential significance of impacts is not predicated 
on an understanding of the various and changing dynamics of local crop 
production, export, or sales. As explained in the “Methodology” subsection (page 
4.2-3 of the draft EIR), the EIR analysis considers whether future development 
under the 2040 General Plan could result in loss of agricultural resources or 
conversion of agricultural resources to non-agricultural uses or result in indirect 
loss of agricultural resources by allowing for non-agricultural land uses adjacent 
to classified farmland. The comment provides no evidence that the most current 
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data would substantially differ from that presented or change the analysis in the 
draft EIR. No revisions to the draft EIR have been made in response to this 
comment. Refer also to Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I127-3 The comment states that the draft EIR does not analyze indirect impacts such as 
“complaints, competition for water supplies, theft and vandalism.” on agricultural 
land from increased development. Further, the comment expresses concern 
regarding reliance on the Right-to-Farm Ordinance to reduce impacts. The draft 
EIR does analyze the potential for development under the 2040 General Plan to 
result in conflicts with classified farmland in Impact 4.2-2 (starting at page 4.2-
17). This analysis notes that “the County protects and preserves agricultural land 
through the [Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources] Initiative, 
Agricultural/Urban Buffer Policy, Greenbelt Agreements, the Agricultural/Urban 
Buffer Policy, the Right-to-Farm Ordinance, GP Policy AG-1.1, GP Policy AG-1.2, 
GP Policy AG-2.1, GP Policy AG-2.2, GP Policy AG-2.3, and Guidelines for 
Orderly Development” and basis the analysis on the implementation of all of 
these policies (draft EIR page 4.2-17). Refer to response to comment A13-9 
regarding impacts related to urban-agriculture interface and response to 
comment A13-11 for a further discussion of available water resources for 
irrigation. Refer to response to comment O7-8 regarding potential impacts related 
to theft and vandalism. 

I127-4 The comment states that the draft EIR does not analyze the 2040 General Plan 
policies that would increase farming operational costs such as “converting ag 
equipment to electric, requiring all electric water pumps, increasing costs for 
water supply, etc.” Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 
General Plan Policies AG-5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I127-5 For the reasons described in the cross-referenced responses, above, no 
revisions to the draft EIR are warranted. Refer to Master Response MR-7, which 
explains in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I128 

Mark Mendelsohn 
February 21, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I128-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I128-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I128-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I129 

Marshall C Milligan 
February 25, 2020 

 

I129-1 The comment provides information summarizing the commenter’s ownership of 
agricultural properties and mineral rights in Ventura County and states that the 
draft EIR does not properly analyze the effects of the 2040 General Plan on 
individuals that own mineral rights. The draft EIR evaluates the potential physical 
effects on the environment that could result from implementation of the 2040 
General Plan in a manner consistent with the County’s adopting Initial Study 
Assessment Guidelines and the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines. 
Refer to the analysis in Section 4.12, “Petroleum and Mineral Resources,” which 
correctly evaluates the potential to result in loss of availability of mineral 
resources. California Environmental Quality Act does not require evaluation of 
social or economic impacts on property owners. This comment is introductory in 
nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a response 
is required. 

I129-2 The commenter indicates that the draft EIR and Background Report do not 
provide a complete description of the existing and current regulatory setting for 
production of mineral resources. The Background Report Section 8.4, “Mineral 
Resources,” 8.5, “Energy Resources,” and Section 10.2 “Legal and Regulatory 
Framework for Water Management (Class II Underground Injection Control 
Program),” provide relevant regulatory information necessary for understanding 
and evaluating the impacts of the 2040 General Plan on petroleum resources. 
Additionally, the draft EIR Mineral and Petroleum Resources Section 4.12.1, 
Background Report Setting Updates, includes additional information laws and 
regulations that pertain to petroleum development. This includes federal laws and 
regulations related to gas pipelines, state laws and regulations related to the 
California Pipeline Safety Act of 1981, Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District (VCAPCD) Rule No. 71.1 – Crude Oil Production and Separation and 
Rule No. 54 – Sulfur Compounds, VCAPCD Primary (Non-Emergency) Flares, 
VCAPCD Emergency Flares, and VCAPCD Permitted Flare Variances, and Non-
Coastal and Coastal Zoning Ordinances. In the response to this comment, and 
based on the April 9, 2020 comment letter from the California Geologic Energy 
Management Division (CalGEM) describing its current regulatory program, the 
regulatory framework section has been augmented. The enhance discussion of 
regulatory framework would not alter the findings or analysis in the EIR. These 
augments to the regulatory setting for Section 4.12 are provided in final EIR 
Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR.” 

I129-3 The commenter indicates that the draft EIR and Background Report do not  
provide a complete description of the existing and current regulatory setting for 
production of mineral resources.  The Background Report Section 8.4, “Mineral 
Resources,” 8.5, “Energy Resources,” and Section 10.2 “Legal and Regulatory 
Framework for Water Management (Class II Underground Injection Control 
Program),” provide relevant regulatory information necessary for understanding 
and evaluating the impacts of the 2040 General Plan on petroleum resources. 
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Additionally, the draft EIR Mineral and Petroleum Resources Section 4.12.1, 
Background Report Setting Updates, includes additional information laws and 
regulations that pertain to petroleum development. This includes federal laws and 
regulations related to gas pipelines, state laws and regulations related to the 
California Pipeline Safety Act of 1981, Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District (VCAPCD) Rule No. 71.1 – Crude Oil Production and Separation and 
Rule No. 54 – Sulfur Compounds, VCAPCD Primary (Non-Emergency) Flares, 
VCAPCD Emergency Flares, and VCAPCD Permitted Flare Variances, and Non-
Coastal and Coastal Zoning Ordinances.  In the response to this comment, and 
based on the April 9, 2020 comment letter from the California Geologic Energy 
Management Division (CalGEM) describing its current regulatory program, the 
regulatory framework section has been augmented. The enhanced discussion of 
regulatory framework would not alter the findings or analysis in the EIR. These 
augments to the regulatory setting for Section 4.12 are provided in final EIR 
Chapter, “Revisions to the Draft EIR.” 

I129-4 For the reasons described in the responses above, no revisions to the draft EIR 
are warranted. Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I130 

Martha Brown 
February 27, 2020 

 

I130-1 The comment expresses concern about climate change and suggests that the 
County take a stronger approach to reaching net zero emissions goals. The 
statement that the Board of Supervisor’s assessment of the county’s vulnerability 
is out of date is noted. Note that Chapter 12 of the Background Report is 
incorporated into Section 4.8, “Greenhouse Gas Emissions,” of the draft EIR, 
which summarizes anticipated effects of climate change on Ventura County. 
Further, the draft EIR does not evaluate the effects of the climate change on the 
2040 General Plan and it is not required under the California Environmental 
Quality Act for the 2040 General Plan to mitigate existing or anticipated effects of 
the environment on the plan area; the EIR analyzes the physical environmental 
changes that would occur as a result of 2040 General Plan implementation.  

 Although the 2040 General Plan does provide a long term planning framework 
through 2040, it also includes interim targets and goals at 10-year intervals out to 
2050 that were developed in consideration of statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) 
reduction targets and other reduction goals and would require updates to the GHG 
emissions inventory to track GHG reduction performance at 5-year intervals. Note 
that the horizon year of the 2040 General Plan is the year 2040. Refer to Master 
Response MR-1 for additional discussion. 

This comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no 
further response is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I130-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations) and MR-4.A 
County’s Authority to Regulate Oil and Gas Development, regarding the findings 
and conclusions related to the potential to stop issuance of oil and gas related 
permits and the County’s authority to regulate oil and gas operations. 
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Letter 
I131 

Martina Gallegos 
February 23, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I131-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I131-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I131-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I132 

Mary Chambers Moro 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I132-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I132-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I132-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I132-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I132-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I132-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I132-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I132-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I132-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I133 

Mary Chambers Moro 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I133-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I133-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I133-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I133-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I133-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 General Plan Policies AG-
5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I133-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of 
topsoil. 

I133-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions. 
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Letter 
I134 

Mary Ellen Gravel 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I134-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I134-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I134-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I134-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I134-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I134-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I134-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths.  

I134-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I134-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I135 

Mary Freed 
February 26, 2020 

 

I135-1 The comment suggests policies that could be considered in the 2040 General 
Plan, including making the County’s vehicle fleet electric powered, stopping oil 
and gas extraction, improving public transit, and encouraging sustainable farming 
practices. These suggestions are noted and are generally congruent with the 
types of policies and programs included in the 2040 General Plan and analyzed 
in the draft EIR. The 2040 General Plan includes policies and programs to 
purchase alternative fuel vehicles (Policy PFS-2.6), facilitate alternative 
transportation modes including public transit (Policies HAZ-10.6 and HAZ-10.8), 
and sequester carbon through changes in farming practices (Program AG-L). 
Refer to Master Response MR-4 regarding the suggestion that the County 
prohibit petroleum extraction. Because this comment is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR, no further response is required. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan.  
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Letter 
I136 

Mary Katherine Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I136-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I136-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area Plan. 

I136-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I136-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I136-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I136-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I136-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I136-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I136-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I137 

Mary Katherine Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I137-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I137-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I137-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I137-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I137-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 General Plan Policies AG-
5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I137-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of topsoil. 

I137-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions. 
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Letter 
I138 

Mary Katherine Chambers McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I138-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 
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Letter 
I139 

Mary Kathleen McGrath 
February 24, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I139-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I139-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I139-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I139-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I139-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I139-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I139-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I139-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I139-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I140 

Mary Vanoni 
February 26, 2020 

 

I140-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I140-2 Regarding the adequacy of the Background Report, refer to Master Response 
MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately uses the Background 
Report to describe the existing environmental setting in the draft EIR, including 
discussion on the level of detail and scale of information. Also, refer to response 
to comment O32-10 regarding the specific maps—Figures 9-7 and 11-11—noted 
by the commenter, which explains why these figures are adequate to support the 
draft EIR analysis.  

I140-3 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 
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Letter 
I141 

Mary Victoria Taylor 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I141-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I141-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations.  

I141-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I141-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I142 

Mary Volpe 
February 22, 2020 

 

I142-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations) and MR-4.A 
County’s Authority to Regulate Oil and Gas Development, regarding the findings 
and conclusions related to the potential to stop issuance of oil and gas related 
permits and the County’s authority to regulate oil and gas operations. The 
remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan 
and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is 
acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies 
for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 
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Letter 
I143 

McLoughlin Family Committee 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I143-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I143-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations. 

I143-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I143-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 

I143-5 The comment encompasses five copies of the same comment letter, each with 
unique signatories, that were submitted as part of the same package on behalf of 
the McLoughlin Family Committee. The concerns raised in these letters are 
addressed in responses to comments I143-1 through I143-4, above. 
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Letter 
I144 

Meghan McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I144-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 
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Letter 
I145 

Meghan McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I145-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I145-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I145-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I145-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I145-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I145-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I145-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I145-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I145-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I146 

Meghan McMonigle 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I146-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I146-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I146-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I146-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I146-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 General Plan Policies AG-
5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I146-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of 
topsoil. 

I146-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions. 
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Letter 
I147 

Melinda Ann Barrow 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I147-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I147-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I147-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I147-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I147-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I147-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I147-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I147-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I147-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I148 

Michael Diacos 
February 24, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I148-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I148-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I148-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I148-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I148-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I148-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I148-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I148-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I148-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I149 

Michael Fairbanks 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I149-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I149-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I149-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I149-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I149-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I149-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I149-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I149-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I149-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I150 

Michael Hayes 
February 27, 2020 

 

I150-1 The comment addresses County planning and the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1065 

 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1066 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter 
I151 

Michael L. Poland 
February 25, 2020 

 

I151-1 The comment states that the draft EIR does not adequately analyze potential 
impacts to farmland, and provides an example of indirect impacts to farmland 
related to the development/expansion of adjacent bike paths and pedestrian 
trails. Refer to response to comment O7-8 regarding potential incompatibilities 
with adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

The commenter also suggests “a mitigation measure to establish a set-back (on 
non-ag land) that prevents the construction of any bike path network or public 
trail on or adjacent to ag lands.” As explained in this response to comment O7-8, 
Policy CTM-3.5 states that “[t]he County shall plan for bicycle network 
connectivity in rural, agricultural, and open space areas in a way that supports 
and complements business and agricultural activities in those areas.” This and 
other policies would be implemented through Implementation Program L, Master 
Bicycle Network Plan. Further, Policy LU-6.1 requires non-agricultural land uses 
adjacent to agricultural uses to incorporate adequate buffers to limit conflicts with 
adjoining agricultural operations. The development would be required to 
implement buffers, and this requirement would not require buffers to be created 
by existing agricultural operations. Because the requirements of the proposed 
mitigation measure are already components of the 2040 General Plan, no 
revisions to the draft EIR have been made in response to this comment. 
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Letter 
I152 

Michael Penrod 
February 25, 2020 

 

I152-1 The commenter’s background and concerns regarding the draft EIR are noted. 
This comment is introductory in nature and does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. 

I152-2 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. Although the 
comment suggests that there is “substantial evidence” indicating an “incomplete 
policy analysis,” no specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, 
or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no 
further response is provided. Regarding the timing of the draft EIR and the 
Housing Element, refer to Master Response MR-3 for discussion of why the draft 
EIR correctly excludes discussion and analysis of the County’s projected housing 
needs for the 2020 Regional Housing Needs Assessment allocation and 2021-
2029 Housing Element update. 

I152-3 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I152-4 The comment addresses existing housing conditions and anticipated economic 
implications of restricted growth. It is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
Therefore, no response is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for 
the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their 
consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 
Refer to Section 4.11, “Population and Housing,” in the draft EIR for a discussion 
of the potential for the 2040 General Plan to result in insufficient housing supply 
and Master Response MR-3 for a discussion of future update to the Housing 
Element. 

I152-5 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required.  
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Letter 
I153 

Michael Shapiro 
February 22, 2020 

I153-1 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I153-2 The commenter indicates that the draft EIR should foresee future significant set-
aside spaces for green industrial parks or other clean-green energy-producing 
jobs. Policies which identify set-aside spaces in the unincorporated County for 
green industrial parks or other clean-green energy-producing jobs are not a 
component of the project under evaluation (i.e., the 2040 General Plan). CEQA 
requires evaluation of the environmental effects of a project; consequently, 
potential policies that are not a component of the project under evaluation are not 
required to be evaluated in the EIR. This comment addresses implementation of 
the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I153-3 The comment asserts that the 2040 General Plan does not address the 
consumption of fossil fuels. This is inaccurate. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
for additional information pertaining to the development of the 2040 General 
Plan’s greenhouse gas inventory, policies, and programs. The draft EIR includes 
a detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 
implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in the county (pages 4.8-37 to 4.8-45), many of which 
relate to the consumption of oil and gas. 

I153-4 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.J Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations), MR-4.A County’s 
Authority to Regulate Oil and Gas Development, and MR-4.K Effects Outside the 
Study Area, regarding the findings and conclusions related to phasing out oil and 
gas operations, the County authority to regulate oil and gas operations, and 
effects outside of the study area. 

I153-5 The comment states there is no evidence that the 2040 General Plan would 
“preserve” the 5-pound-per-day limit on reactive organic gases and oxides of 
nitrogen for the Ojai Valley. As discussed in the draft EIR and explained further in 
response to comment O20-14, the comment refers to a threshold of significance 
for daily reactive organic gases and nitrogen oxide emissions in the Ojai Valley 
which is referenced in the Ojai Valley Area Plan. This threshold, which applies to 
sources that are not permitted by the Ventura County Air Pollution Control 
District, was added to the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District’s Air 
Quality Assessment Guidelines in 1989 and the reference to this threshold was 
thereafter added to the Ojai Valley Area Plan in 1995. The 2040 General Plan 
would not change this threshold. 
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The comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan. 

I153-6 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

 

Letter 
I154 

Michele DuPratt 
February 23, 2020 

 

I154-1 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for a 
discussion of the policies in the 2040 General Plan and the factors that restrict 
the County’s ability to ensure that State goals will be met.  

As discussed in the draft EIR and explained further in response to comment O20-
14, the comment refers to a threshold of significance for daily reactive organic gas 
and oxides of nitrogen emissions in the Ojai Valley which is referenced in the Ojai 
Valley Area Plan. This threshold, which applies to sources that are not permitted 
by the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, was added to the Ventura 
County Air Pollution Control District’s Air Quality Assessment Guidelines in 1989 
and the reference to this threshold was thereafter added to the Ojai Valley Area 
Plan in 1995. The 2040 General Plan would not change this threshold. 
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Letter 
I155 

Michelle Ellison 
February 27, 2020 

 

I155-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and the draft 
EIR is noted. The comment suggests that the draft EIR “does not meet the 
urgency of action that the climate crisis demands.” The draft EIR provides a 
California Environmental Quality Act-compliant analysis of the potential 
environmental effects of the 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
for discussion of the draft EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
the 118 policies and 45 implementation programs included in the 2040 General 
Plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the county and the seven 
feasible mitigation measures included in the draft EIR to address the potentially 
significant GHG impacts of the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG 
emissions reductions. However, no specific issues related to the content, 
analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this 
comment. Therefore, no further response is provided.  
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Letter 
I156 

Michelle Kenney 
February 25, 2020 

 

I156-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I156-2 Refer to Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately 
uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental setting in the 
draft EIR. 

I156-3 Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the 
draft EIR is not required. 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1075 

 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1076 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

Letter 
I157 

Mike Maulhardt 
February 25, 2020 

 

I157-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.L Oil Reserves, regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to oil reserves in the County. The commenter 
asserts that the draft EIR does not include analysis for impacts that will hamper 
access to petroleum reserves.  The draft EIR analyzes implementation of the 
2040 General Plan for Impact 4.12-3: Result in Development on or Adjacent to 
Existing Petroleum Resources Extraction Sites or Areas Where Petroleum 
Resources Are Zoned, Mapped, or Permitted for Extraction, Which Could 
Hamper or Preclude Access to the Resources (4.12-11), and Impact 4.12-4: 
Result in the Loss of Availability of a Known Petroleum Resource That Would Be 
of Value to the Region and the Residents of the State (4.12-22).  

The draft EIR Section 4.12.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
(page 4.12-6) indicates that “the evaluation of impacts on petroleum resources is 
based on the petroleum resources map (Figure 8-10 in the Background Report) 
and well data published by the State Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources. These resources were compared to the proposed land use diagram 
in the geographic information system software to assess the overall proximity of 
potential land use changes to identified resource areas (i.e., oil fields and wells). 
Consistent with ISAG Section 3b, any land use designation that could result in 
development on or immediately adjacent to any known petroleum resource area, 
or adjacent to a principal access road to a property with an existing use permit for 
petroleum exploration and production, is considered to have the potential to 
hamper or preclude access to petroleum resources. The evaluation is program-
level and identifies potential effects of the 2040 General Plan relative to existing 
conditions, based on reasonable inference and using readily available 
information.”  

The draft EIR concludes that Policy COS-7.2 Oil Well Distance Criteria. Policy 
COS-7.2 could theoretically affect local oil and gas exports and increase the 
reliance on imports from outside of the 2040 General Plan area. Furthermore, 
there are no actions or policies that the County could feasibly mandate to fully 
reduce the impact that Policy COS 7.2 would have on hampering or precluding 
access to petroleum resources and would therefore remain significant and 
unavoidable for Impact 4.12-3: Result in Development on or Adjacent to Existing 
Petroleum Resources Extraction Sites or Areas Where Petroleum Resources Are 
Zoned, Mapped, or Permitted for Extraction, Which Could Hamper or Preclude 
Access to the Resources (4.12-22). 

The draft EIR also concludes that Policies COS-7.7 Limited Conveyance for Oil 
and Produced Water and COS-7.8 Limited Gas Collection, Use, and Disposal 
could result in the loss of known petroleum resources of value to the region and 
the State because Policies COS-7.7 and COS-7.8 would mandate infrastructure 
that may be technologically or economically infeasible to install. However, based 
on the analysis the draft EIR, the volume of loss for this petroleum resource would 
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likely be at a smaller scale and concentrated on oil operators located outside of a 
two-mile radius of a major oil or gas transmission pipeline (page 4.12-31). The 
draft EIR concludes that the policies would nonetheless render a substantial 
quantity of petroleum resources inaccessible and result in the loss of availability of 
known petroleum resources of value to the region and the State in at least some 
parts of the plan area (page 4.12-31). However, with implementation of draft EIR 
Mitigation Measure PR-2: Revised Policy COS-7.7: Limited Conveyance for Oil 
and Produced Water and Mitigation Measure PR-3: Revised Policy COS-7.8: 
Limited Gas Collection, Use, and Disposal (4.12-31), which would continue to 
allow the County’s approval of new oil and gas wells that utilize flaring or venting of 
produced gas and/or trucking of oil and produced water in situations where there is 
no feasible alternative, Impact 4.12-4: Result in the Loss of Availability of a Known 
Petroleum Resource That Would Be of Value to the Region and the Residents of 
the State would be less than significant (4.12-32).  
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Letter 
I158 

Molly Neely 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I158-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I158-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I158-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I158-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I158-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I158-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I158-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths.  

I158-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I158-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I159 

Monica Gray 
February 26, 2020 

 

I159-1 The comment addresses the regenerative agriculture and efforts to reduce food 
waste and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response 
is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be 
forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a 
decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 
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Letter 
I160 

Nicole Zarate 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I160-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I160-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I160-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I160-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I160-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I160-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I160-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths.  

I160-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I160-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I161 

Nina Danza 
February 21, 2020 

 

I161-1 The comment requests a computation of greenhouse gas emissions in one 
location, and also suggests that goals and mitigation measures be changed so 
the state reaches carbon neutrality by 2045. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for 
additional information pertaining to the development of the 2040 General Plan’s 
inventory, policies, and programs.  

I161-2 The comment regarding the adequacy of climate change issues in the 2040 
General Plan is noted. However, no specific issues related to the content, 
analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this 
comment. Therefore, no further response is provided. Also, refer to Master 
Response MR-1 for additional information pertaining to the development of the 
2040 General Plan’s inventory, policies, and programs. 
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Letter 
I162 

Noah Aist 
February 22, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I162-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I162-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I162-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I163 

Noelle C Burkey 
February 21, 2020 

 

I163-1 This comment summarizes more detailed comments provided later in the letter, 
for which responses are provided below.  

I163-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I163-3  The comment states that the draft EIR does not analyze impacts resulting from 
implementation of 2040 General Plan policies, including reduced water for 
irrigation. Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and 
cost. 

I163-4 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.D Mitigation Measures and the 
Role of the Board of Supervisors, regarding the findings and conclusions related 
to analysis conducted, significance conclusions, and mitigations measures 
developed as part of the environmental review process, and Refer to Master 
Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.L Oil Reserves, regarding the findings and 
conclusions related to oil reserves in the County. The commenter asserts that the 
draft EIR does not include analysis for impacts on future access to oil reserves.  
The draft EIR analyzes implementation of the 2040 General Plan for Impact 4.12-
3: Result in Development on or Adjacent to Existing Petroleum Resources 
Extraction Sites or Areas Where Petroleum Resources Are Zoned, Mapped, or 
Permitted for Extraction, Which Could Hamper or Preclude Access to the 
Resources (4.12-11), and Impact 4.12-4: Result in the Loss of Availability of a 
Known Petroleum Resource That Would Be of Value to the Region and the 
Residents of the State (4.12-22).  

The draft EIR Section 4.12.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
(page 4.12-6) indicates that “the evaluation of impacts on petroleum resources is 
based on the petroleum resources map (Figure 8-10 in the Background Report) 
and well data published by the State Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 
Resources. These resources were compared to the proposed land use diagram 
in the geographic information system software to assess the overall proximity of 
potential land use changes to identified resource areas (i.e., oil fields and wells). 
Consistent with ISAG Section 3b, any land use designation that could result in 
development on or immediately adjacent to any known petroleum resource area, 
or adjacent to a principal access road to a property with an existing use permit for 
petroleum exploration and production, is considered to have the potential to 
hamper or preclude access to petroleum resources. The evaluation is program-
level and identifies potential effects of the 2040 General Plan relative to existing 
conditions, based on reasonable inference and using readily available 
information.”  

The draft EIR concludes that Policy COS-7.2 Oil Well Distance Criteria. Policy 
COS-7.2 could theoretically affect local oil and gas exports and increase the 
reliance on imports from outside of the 2040 General Plan area. Furthermore, 
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there are no actions or policies that the County could feasibly mandate to fully 
reduce the impact that Policy COS 7.2 would have on hampering or precluding 
access to petroleum resources and would therefore remain significant and 
unavoidable for Impact 4.12-3: Result in Development on or Adjacent to Existing 
Petroleum Resources Extraction Sites or Areas Where Petroleum Resources Are 
Zoned, Mapped, or Permitted for Extraction, Which Could Hamper or Preclude 
Access to the Resources (4.12-22). 

The draft EIR also concludes that Policies COS-7.7 Limited Conveyance for Oil 
and Produced Water and COS-7.8 Limited Gas Collection, Use, and Disposal 
could result in the loss of known petroleum resources of value to the region and 
the State because Policies COS-7.7 and COS-7.8 would mandate infrastructure 
that may be technologically or economically infeasible to install. However, based 
on the analysis the draft EIR, the volume of loss for this petroleum resource would 
likely be at a smaller scale and concentrated on oil operators located outside of a 
two-mile radius of a major oil or gas transmission pipeline (page 4.12-31). The 
draft EIR concludes that the policies would nonetheless render a substantial 
quantity of petroleum resources inaccessible and result in the loss of availability of 
known petroleum resources of value to the region and the State in at least some 
parts of the plan area (page 4.12-31). However, with implementation of draft EIR 
Mitigation Measure PR-2: Revised Policy COS-7.7: Limited Conveyance for Oil 
and Produced Water and Mitigation Measure PR-3: Revised Policy COS-7.8: 
Limited Gas Collection, Use, and Disposal (4.12-31), which would continue to 
allow the County’s approval of new oil and gas wells that utilize flaring or venting of 
produced gas and/or trucking of oil and produced water in situations where there is 
no feasible alternative, Impact 4.12-4: Result in the Loss of Availability of a Known 
Petroleum Resource That Would Be of Value to the Region and the Residents of 
the State would be less than significant (4.12-32).  

I163-5 The commenter’s opinion about the accuracy and level of detail in the 
Background Report are noted. Refer to Master Response MR-6 for discussion of 
how the County appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the 
existing environmental setting in the draft EIR. 

I163-6 Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the 
draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I164 

Norene Charnofsky 
February 24, 2020 

 

I164-1 The comment indicating trouble submitting online comments on the draft EIR is 
noted. However, this comment has been received, and is responded to in this 
final EIR. 

I164-2 The commenting individual’s agreement with the Climate First: Replacing Oil & 
Gas comment letter is noted; see responses to Letter O20. This comment 
expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for discussion of the 
draft EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 
45 implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation 
measures included in the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG 
impacts of the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions 
reductions.  



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1093 

 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1094 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1095 

 

Letter 
I165 

Nova Clite 
February 24, 2020 

I165-1 The comment provides introductory language and expresses concern related to 
climate change policies presented in the 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master 
Response MR-1 regarding climate policies and efficacy.  

I165-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F, “Flaring,” regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. Additionally, 
the comment asserts that the draft EIR fails to analyze the “costs and societal 
impacts” of climate change. However, EIRs are not required to treat a project’s 
economic or social effects as significant effects on the environment (CEQA 
Guidelines § 15131). Social and economic effects need only be considered in an 
EIR where there is a clear link between those economic or social effects and 
physical environmental changes. Therefore, no further response is provided. 

I165-3 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.J, “Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations),” regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to phasing out oil and gas operations.  
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The remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General 
Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment 
is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making 
bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 

I165-4 The comment cites a study by the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration indicating that Ventura County is a significant source of fugitive 
methane and suggests that the draft EIR should have reflected this data. Refer to 
Master Response MR-1 regarding oil and gas operations, methane leaks, and 
how these activities are addressed in the greenhouse gas inventories prepared 
for, and policies and programs included in, the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 
Also, refer to Master Response MR-4 for additional detail pertaining to the 
County’s authority to regulate the oil and gas industry. 

I165-5 The commenter indicates that the draft EIR does not address abandoned oil 
wells and cost to taxpayers and recommends that the 2040 General Plan include 
provisions requiring oil and gas producers to fully-fund and properly abandon 
non-producing wells.  The 2040 General Plan includes Policy COS-7.6 
Abandoned Oil and Gas Well Identification which requires that the County, “shall 
evaluated discretionary development to identify any abandoned oil and gas wells 
on a project site.” (page 6-12).  Additionally, the Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance 
(NCZO) Oil Development Standards Section 8107-5.6.11 - Site Restoration 
requires that “Within 90 days of revocation, expiration or surrender of any permit, 
or abandonment of the use, the permittee shall restore and revegetate the 
premises to as nearly its original condition as is practicable, unless otherwise 
requested by the landowner.” Finally, the California Geologic Energy 
Management Division (CalGEM) has the responsibility for approving oil and gas 
well activities in California and Public Resources Code section 3208.1 
establishes well re-abandonment responsibility when a previously plugged and 
abandoned well will be impacted by planned property development of 
construction activities.  

While NCZO Section 8107-5.6.11 requires oil and gas operators within 90 days 
of revocation, expiration or surrender of any permit, or abandonment of the use, 
restore and revegetate the premises to as nearly its original condition as is 
practicable, the 2040 General Plan does not include mirror policies which require 
oil and gas producers to fully-fund and properly abandon non-producing wells.  
This requirement is currently addressed NCZO Section 8107-5.6.11   This 
comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan and is not related 
to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  

I165-6 This comment regarding the adequacy of the Climate Action Plan and draft EIR 
is noted. However, no specific issues related to the content, analysis, 
conclusions, or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. 
Therefore, no further response is provided. 
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Letter 
I166 

P. Lyn Middleton 
February 23, 2020 

 

I166-1 The commenting individual’s agreement with the Climate First: Replacing Oil & 
Gas comment letter is noted; see responses to Letter O20. This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I166-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.H, “Buffers (Setbacks),” 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to buffers (setbacks) for oil and 
gas operations. The remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 
2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, 
this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the 
decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I166-3 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.G, “Pipeline Requirements,” 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to the conveyance of oil and 
produced water from oil and gas operations. 

The remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General 
Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment 
is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making 
bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 
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I166-4 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F, “Flaring,” regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. The 
remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan 
and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is 
acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies 
for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 

I166-5 The comment makes assertions about the adequacy of 2040 General Plan 
policies to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and requests that such 
policies be revised to achieve measurable, enforceable reductions in GHG 
emissions. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for discussion of the draft EIR’s 
detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 
implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce GHG 
emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation measures included in 
the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of the 2040 
General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions. Regarding 
streamlining approval of future development projects consistent with the 2040 
General Plan, the draft EIR includes Mitigation Measure GHG-3, which would 
remove the CEQA streamlining provision proposed in Program COS-EE from the 
2040 General Plan and specify that the potential GHG emissions impacts of 
future, discretionary projects be reviewed in accordance with the most recent 
adopted version of the ISAGs at the time of project-level environmental review. 

I166-6 The comment addresses oil and gas operations that are “super-emitters.” Refer 
to Master Response MR-1 for a discussion of “super-emitters” and their 
representation in the GHG inventories prepared for the 2040 General Plan and 
draft EIR. 

I166-7 As discussed in the draft EIR and explained further in response to comment O20-
14, the comment refers to a threshold of significance for daily reactive organic 
gas and nitrogen oxide emissions in the Ojai Valley which is referenced in the 
Ojai Valley Area Plan. This threshold, which applies to sources that are not 
permitted by the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD), was 
added to the VCAPCD’s Air Quality Assessment Guidelines in 1989 and the 
reference to this threshold was thereafter added to the Ojai Valley Area Plan in 
1995. The 2040 General Plan would not change this threshold. Also refer to the 
response to comment O20-15 for discussion regarding the types of air emissions 
sources addressed by VCAPCD guidance and thresholds. 
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Letter 
I167 

Pamela Holley-Wilcox 
February 21, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I167-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I167-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I167-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I168 

Pamela Klieman 
February 27, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I168-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I168-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I168-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I169 

Pat Peters 
February 27, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I169-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I169-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations. 

I169-3 Refer to response to comment I8-4 and Master Response MR-2 regarding the 
2040 General Plan’s consistency with the Save Open Space and Agricultural 
Resources initiative.  

I169-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I170 

Patrick Chambers de Nicola 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I170-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1105 

 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1106 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1107 

 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1108 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1109 

Letter 
I171 

Patrick Chambers de Nicola 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I171-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I171-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I171-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I171-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I171-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding Policy AG-5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I171-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of 
topsoil. 

I171-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions. 
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Letter 
I172 

Patrick de Nicola 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I172-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I172-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I172-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I172-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I172-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I172-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I172-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I172-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I172-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I173 

Patrick de Nicola 
February 27, 2020 

 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I173-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I173-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations. 

I173-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I173-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I174 

Patsy Turner 
February 25, 2020 

 

I174-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I174-2 See response to comment O32-40 regarding wildfire risk related to vegetation 
noise buffers. 

I174-3 The comment states that the draft EIR does not evaluate the impacts of Policy 
COS-8.11 on public health and safety. Through this policy the County would 
encourage community members to conserve energy and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, increase awareness of energy efficiency and climate change, and 
include outreach to homeowners and contractors. The commenter does not 
provide any evidence or information regarding why this policy would result in 
impacts to public health and safety that require analysis in the draft EIR, so no 
further response can be provided.  

 The comment also references existing public safety shutdowns of the electrical 
grid. The commenter’s concerns about the impacts of such shutdowns are noted. 
However, an EIR is not required to analyze the impacts of existing conditions on 
public health and safety. The draft EIR appropriately focuses on the physical 
environmental changes that would result from implementation of the 2040 
General Plan.  

I174-4 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.D Mitigation Measures and the 
Role of the Board of Supervisors, regarding the findings and conclusions related 
to analysis of impacts and mitigations measures relied upon to comply with 
CEQA. 
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Letter 
I175 

Paul Aist 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I175-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I175-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I175-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I176 

Phil White 
February 20, 2020 

 

I176-1 The commenting individual’s membership on the Planning Commission and 
familiarity with the 2040 General Plan are noted. This comment is introductory in 
nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a response 
is required. 

I176-2 The comment states that the Zero Net Energy Alternative is “behind the times 
since it allows the continuation of natural gas combustion.” The comment offers a 
zero carbon alternative as an option that should be evaluated. This alternative 
would address greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the building sector by 
establishing requirements for new construction and retrofit of existing buildings 
through replacement of appliances and addition of features such as solar panels.  

 Through 2040 General Plan Policy COS-8.6, the County shall “support the 
transition to zero net energy and zero net carbon buildings, including 
electrification of new buildings (page 4.8-23).” To quantify GHG emissions 
reductions in the draft EIR analysis, it was assumed that new buildings in the 
county would be zero carbon (page 4.8-47). However, the intent of Policy COS-
8.6, which is to reduce GHG emissions through advanced building design, could 
also be supported through the construction of Zero Net Energy buildings. The 
draft EIR assessed an alternative that would extend this support for Zero Net 
Energy to existing structures as well because existing buildings account for a 
greater proportion of GHG emissions from buildings than expected from new 
construction. Alternative 4 proposed in the draft EIR focuses on creating 
incentive programs to encourage the retrofit of existing building stock, which 
account for a larger proportion of forecast energy consumption and GHG 
emissions in the County’s building energy sector, compared to newly constructed 
buildings. As summarized in Chapter 6, “Alternatives,” of the draft EIR (page 6-
21), Alternative 4 would result in similar impacts to the 2040 General Plan. This 
alternative would be anticipated to result in only a modest reduction to significant 
and unavoidable greenhouse gas emission impacts because participation of 
private property owners in a zero net energy retrofit program would be voluntary 
and the achievement of zero net energy performance is not limited to building 
design, but also occupant behavior. While it is possible for existing buildings to 
be retrofitted to become zero net energy the transformation of all existing 
buildings in the County to this performance standard and the ability to achieve 
and maintain this standard is limited by participant behavior. A zero-carbon 
alternative would face similar potential obstacles to implementation and would 
generate similar GHG reductions as Alternative 4. 

The Zero Net Energy Alternative was developed by the County in accordance 
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6 as an alternative that would “feasibly 
attain most of the basic objectives of the project but would avoid of substantially 
lessen any of the significant effects of the project.” The draft EIR is not obligated 
to consider the commenter’s proposed zero carbon alternative because it is 
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substantially similar to the alternative evaluated and “an EIR need not consider 
every conceivable alternative to a project. Rather it must consider a reasonable 
range of potentially feasible alternatives that will foster informed decision making 
and public participation” (CEQA Guidelines, § 15126.6). No further response is 
required. 

I176-3 The comment suggests edits to the text of Mitigation Measure GHG-1. Note that 
the citation provided in the comment is from the Table 2-4 in Chapter 2, 
“Executive Summary,” of the draft EIR, which compiles the impact determinations 
and mitigation measures proposed in the 17 resource sections that comprise 
Chapter 4, “Environmental Impact Analysis.” The mitigation measure is separate 
from Program S in the Conservation and Open Space Element and does not 
reflect on the application of Policies COS-8.6 and COS-8.7 as proposed in the 
2040 General Plan. The commenter is referred to Section 4.8, “Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions,” for discussion of these policies and programs, as well as the analysis 
that supports proposal of Mitigation Measure GHG-1. Refer to response to 
comment O28-3 for discussion of revised Mitigation Measure GHG-1.  

The comment suggests that Program COS-S and Mitigation Measure GHG-1 
apply to retrofits of existing buildings. While the commenter states that Mitigation 
Measure GHG-1 should be revised “to extend to eventual retrofits of existing 
buildings of all types,” it is unclear what specific revisions the commenter is 
recommending. Assuming the commenter recommends the mitigation measure 
be revised to require existing structures to be retrofitted with all-electric 
infrastructure, there is not a clear regulatory authority within State law for local 
governments to require retrofitting for the specific purpose of GHG reduction or 
energy efficiency. In addition, mandating the retrofitting of existing buildings with 
all-electric infrastructure would likely be economically infeasible given the 
significant costs of replacing such infrastructure before the end of its useful life. 
Although Policy HAZ-11.7 addresses green building retrofits, which could include 
removal of existing natural gas infrastructure, the County can only encourage, 
not require, these actions in existing buildings. Therefore, the County considers 
mandating the retrofitting of existing buildings with all-electric infrastructure 
infeasible and has not made any revisions to this measure in response to this 
comment. Note also that the County Executive Office’s Sustainability Division 
actively manage existing programs related to improved energy efficiency in 
existing residential and commercial buildings. Current funds come from the 
California Public Utilities Commission (residential retrofits) and Southern 
California Edison (residential and commercial retrofits).  

I176-4 The comment recommends a comprehensive plan to address climate change that 
includes reductions in carbon emissions and addresses non-building sources of 
GHG emissions. As discussed in response to comment I176-4, above, the citation 
provided is from the Table 2-4 in Chapter 2, “Executive Summary,” of the draft EIR, 
which compiles the impact determinations and mitigation measures proposed in 
the 17 resource sections that comprise Chapter 4, “Environmental Impact 
Analysis.” The 2040 General Plan includes policies and programs to reduce 
carbon emissions that would apply to a variety of sectors. Refer to Section 4.8, 
“Greenhouse Gas Emissions,” for discussion of comprehensive planning 
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framework in the 2040 General Plan. Mitigation Measure GHG-2 was developed 
based on the analysis in Section 4.8, “Greenhouse Gas Emissions,” as a method 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that is not already incorporated into the 2040 
General Plan. Also refer to Master Response MR-1 for discussion of the draft 
EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 
implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce GHG 
emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation measures included in the 
draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of the 2040 General 
Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions.  

The comments suggest modifications to the language of Mitigation Measure 
GHG-2 to apply to all industrial buildings, not limited to those over 25,000 square 
feet (sq. ft.) in size. The building size selected for GHG-2 was developed to align 
with the 25,000 square feet floorspace used by the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration (EIA) to distinguish smaller commercial buildings apart from larger 
and more energy intensive projects (EIA 2018). The intent of creating a threshold 
of 25,000 sq. ft. was to capture a substantial amount of the GHG emissions 
associated with new discretionary industrial buildings without subjecting smaller 
businesses to cost-prohibitive benchmarking and retrofitting requirements. It 
should be noted that the 25,000 sq. ft. threshold captures more existing buildings 
than the 50,000 sq. ft. threshold specified for commercial building energy 
efficiency benchmarking since June 1, 2019, under the California Energy 
Commission’s Building Energy Benchmarking Program (CEC 2020). 

The comment also states that the analysis does not include a discussion of non-
building sources of GHGs. But it is not clear from this comment which sources 
specifically are being referred to. Therefore, Mitigation Measure GHG-2 has not 
been revised in response to this comment. This comment has been noted and 
will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to 
making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I176-5 The comment expresses support for Mitigation Measure GHG-3. No further 
response is required. 

I176-6 The comment recommends that language be added to Mitigation Measure GHG-
4 to improve its flexibility. Refer to final EIR Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft 
EIR” for revisions to Mitigation Measure GHG-4.  

I176-7 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.H Buffers (Setbacks),  MR-4.E 
Applicability of Reference Studies for Oil and Gas Operations, and MR-4.D 
Mitigation Measures and the Role of the Board of Supervisors, regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to buffers (setbacks) in oil and gas operations, 
applicability of reference studies relied upon and the rationale for analysis, findings 
and mitigations measures relied upon as part of the environmental review process.  

The remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General 
Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment 
is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making 
bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 
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I176-8 This comment states that the draft EIR Section 4.4, “Biological Resources,” is 
missing several 2040 General Plan policies: WR-7.1, PFS-6.6, and PFS-6.7. 
However, the comment does not explain or address why these policies should be 
added to this section of the draft EIR. Note, the commenter also identifies these 
policies as “adopted”  in the 2040 General Plan, which is incorrect. These 
policies are currently proposed in the 2040 General Plan and subject to future 
adoption by the Board of Supervisors.  

PFS-6.6 and PFS-6.7 are included in Section 4.10, “Hydrology and Water 
Quality,” of the draft EIR. This section is cross-referenced under Impact 4.4-5: 
Conflict with Any Local Policies or Ordinances Protecting Biological Resources, 
which states: “The Aesthetics (Section 4.1), Hydrology and Water Quality 
(Section 4.10), and Noise and Vibration (Section 4.13) sections of the draft EIR 
include analysis of local ordinances concerning lighting, noise, and water quality 
that may have an indirect effect on biological resources.” However, Policy WR-
7.1 is not included in this cross-referenced section. 

The draft EIR Section 4.4.2 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures, 
subsection Conservation and Open Space Element is revised as follows to 
incorporate Policy WR-7.1 on page 4.4-17 (following the bullet, ”Policy COS 9.3: 
Open Space Preservation”): 

Conservation and Open Space Element  
Policy WP-7.1: Water for the Environment. The County encourage the 
appropriate agencies to effectively manage water quantity and quality to 
address long-term adequate availability of water for environmental 
purposes, including maintenance of existing groundwater-dependent 
habitats and in-stream flows needed for riparian habitats and species 
protection. (IGC) [New Policy] 

This policy encouraging other agencies to manage water quantity and quality for 
environmental purposes would not change any of the impact analysis, 
conclusions, or mitigation measures identified in the draft EIR analysis of 
biological resources impacts.  

I176-9 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.D Mitigation Measures and the 
Role of the Board of Supervisors and MR-4.C Underlying Motives of the 
Proposed Oil and Gas Policies, regarding the findings and conclusions related to 
the rationale for analysis, findings and mitigations measures relied upon as part 
of the environmental review process. 

I176-10 The comment pertains to the GHG inventory in the draft EIR, including the 
calculation of emissions from large industrial sources and the global warming 
potential for methane. See Master Response MR-1 for additional discussion of 
the GHG inventory. 

I176-11 This comment is a concluding statement and does not raise a significant 
environmental issue for which a response is required. 
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Letter 
I177 

Phillip Fuess 
February 27, 2020 

 

I177-1 The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan. 
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Letter 
I178 

Polly Nelson 
February 2, 2020 

 

I178-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Sections MR-4.H Buffers (Setbacks), regarding 
the findings and conclusions related to buffers (setbacks) for oil and gas 
operations. Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.G Pipeline 
Requirements, regarding the findings and conclusions related to the conveyance 
of oil and produced water from oil and gas operations. 

I178-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F, “Flaring,” regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. 

I178-3 The comment states that the 2040 General Plan should be revised to achieve 
measurable, enforceable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. Refer to 
Master Response MR-1 regarding the development of the 2040 General Plan 
policies and programs. No specific issues related to the content, analysis, 
conclusions, or overall adequacy of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. 
Therefore, no further response is provided. 

I178-4 The comment recommends that the County adopt the strongest measures to 
ensure greenhouse gas emissions are curbed, particularly from “super-emitters.” 
Refer to Master Response MR-1 for additional discussion of “super-emitters” and 
the development of 2040 General Plan policies, as well as discussion of the draft 
EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 
implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation 
measures included in the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG 
impacts of the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions 
reductions. The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  

I178-5 As discussed in the draft EIR and explained further in response to comment O20-
14, the comment refers to a threshold of significance for daily reactive organic 
gas and nitrogen oxide emissions in the Ojai Valley which is referenced in the 
Ojai Valley Area Plan. This threshold, which applies to sources that are not 
permitted by the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD), was 
added to the VCAPCD’s Air Quality Assessment Guidelines in 1989 and the 
reference to this threshold was thereafter added to the Ojai Valley Area Plan in 
1995. The 2040 General Plan would not change this threshold. Also refer to the 
response to comment O20-15 for discussion regarding the types of air emissions 
sources addressed by VCAPCD guidance and thresholds. 
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Letter 
I179 

R W Bowman 
February 25, 2020 

 

I179-1 The commenting individual’s experience and knowledge of the oil and gas 
industry are noted. This comment is an introductory statement and does not raise 
a significant environmental issue for which a response is required. 

I179-2 The comment provides clarification regarding specific statements about the oil 
and gas production and pricing in the Background Report. These specifics do not 
directly inform the analysis or impact conclusions of the draft EIR. No revisions to 
the draft EIR have been made in response to this comment. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan.  

I179-3 The comment states that page 2-54 of the Background Report states that oil 
production in the State has been declining since the 1980’s yet the draft EIR 
assumes an anticipated future increase of oil production of over 1 million 
barrels. Previously in the draft EIR, there was a calculation error in the scaling 
factor used to forecast emissions through 2040 that was designed to scale 
emissions by average annual trends in oil and gas production in the county since 
2008. The commenter is correct to include historical oil production earlier than 
2008, as oil production in the county between 2008 and 2015 demonstrated an 
anomalous spike in production, coinciding with the recession during that time. 
This spike is not indicative of overall oil production trends, when compared to the 
overall decline in production since 1980. The GHG forecast has been revised in 
the draft EIR to incorporate historical oil and gas production in the county starting 
from 1980, instead of 2008, to provide a more accurate assessment of the overall 
trends in oil and gas production in the county. Additionally, the calculations have 
been corrected such that oil-related emissions are scaled by oil production and 
gas-related emissions are scaled by gas production. A discussion has also been 
added in Attachment 2 of the final EIR to further explain the methodology used to 
forecast oil and gas emissions. 

 For additional information on the methods used to forecast the county’s oil 
production in the GHG projections included in the 2040 General Plan and draft 
EIR, refer to response to comment O6-30.  
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Letter 
I180 

Rain Perry 
February 10, 2020 

 

I180-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.H, “Buffers (Setbacks),” 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to buffers (setbacks) in oil and gas 
operations. 

I180-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.G, “Pipeline Requirements,” 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to conveyance of oil and produced 
water from oil and gas operations.  

The remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General 
Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment 
is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making 
bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 

I180-3 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F, “Flaring,” regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. The 
remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan 
and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is 
acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies 
for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 

I180-4 The comment recommends that the County adopt the strongest measures to 
ensure greenhouse gas emissions are curbed. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
for discussion of the draft EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
the 118 policies and 45 implementation programs included in the 2040 General 
Plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the county and the seven 
feasible mitigation measures included in the draft EIR to address the potentially 
significant GHG impacts of the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG 
emissions reductions. This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 
General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no 
response is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and 
will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to 
making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  
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Letter 
I181 

Rebecca Swift 
February 14, 2020 

 

I181-1 The comment asserts that water rights, clean water availability, federal 
government, and state and local ordinances need to be considered. The 
comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. The commenter is 
referred to Section 4.10, “Hydrology and Water Quality,” of the draft EIR for a 
discussion of water rights and water availability. No further response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 
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Letter 
I182 

Richard Atchley 
February 27, 2020 

 

I182-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I182-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I182-3 Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the 
draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I183 

Richard Gould 
February 22, 2020 

 

I183-1 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

  



  Comments and Responses to Comments 

Ventura County 
2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 2-1137 

 

Letter 
I184 

Richard Gray 
February 21, 2020 

 

I184-1 The comment states that the 2040 General Plan does not address conflicts with 
the California Environmental Quality Act, the draft EIR, Fire Department, 
insurance companies, and the Coastal Plan pertaining to brush clearance for fire 
protection. The 2040 General Plan does not include brush clearing requirements. 
The analysis of wildfire impacts assumes compliance with existing regulations. 
The draft EIR (page 4.9-21) explains that “Public Resources Code Section 4291 
and Government Code Section 51182 require property owners in mountainous 
areas, forest-covered lands, or any land that is covered with flammable material 
to create, at minimum, a 100-foot defensible space (or to the property line) 
around their homes and other structures. Pursuant to Ventura County Fire 
Protection District Ordinance 31, the Ventura County Fire Protection District Fire 
Hazard Reduction Program requires mandatory 100-feet of brush clearance 
around structures located in or adjacent to Hazardous Fire Areas.” The 2040 
General Plan would not change the requirement for brush clearing in Hazardous 
Fire Areas and there is no conflict with existing regulations. 
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Letter 
I185 

Robert & Sandra Kurtz 
February 25, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I61. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I61 where responses to the 
same comments have already been provided. 

I185-1 Refer to response to comment I61-1 regarding concerns related to the oil and 
gas industry and the draft EIR’s analysis of oil and gas mineral resources. 

I185-2 Refer to Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately 
uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental setting in the 
draft EIR. The commenter indicates that the draft EIR and Background Report do 
not provide a complete description of the existing and current regulatory setting 
for production of mineral resources. The Background Report Section 8.4, 
“Mineral Resources,” 8.5, “Energy Resources,” and Section 10.2 “Legal and 
Regulatory Framework for Water Management (Class II Underground Injection 
Control Program),” provide relevant regulatory information necessary for 
understanding and evaluating the impacts of the 2040 General Plan on 
petroleum resources. Additionally, the draft EIR Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Section 4.12.1, Background Report Setting Updates, includes 
additional information laws and regulations that pertain to petroleum 
development. This includes federal laws and regulations related to gas pipelines, 
state laws and regulations related to the California Pipeline Safety Act of 1981, 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) Rule No. 71.1 – Crude 
Oil Production and Separation and Rule No. 54 – Sulfur Compounds, VCAPCD 
Primary (Non-Emergency) Flares, VCAPCD Emergency Flares, and VCAPCD 
Permitted Flare Variances, and Non-Coastal and Coastal Zoning Ordinances.  In 
the response to this comment, and based on the April 9, 2020 comment letter 
from the California Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM) describing 
its current regulatory program, the regulatory framework section has been 
augmented. The enhanced discussion of regulatory framework would not alter 
the findings or analysis in the EIR. The augments to the regulatory setting for 
Section 4.12 are provided in final EIR Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR.” 

I185-3 Refer to response to comment O5-90 regarding the interplay between the land 
use designations in the 2040 General Plan and mineral resource zones and 
Master Response MR-2 for a detailed discussion of how buildout was analyzed in 
the draft EIR. Response to comment O9-8 provides a discussion of the potential 
for indirect impacts due to incompatible land uses. Refer to Master Response 
MR-2 2040 General Plan Land Use, Growth Projects, and Buildout Assumptions 
regarding the assumptions and data relied upon to forecast growth and land use. 
The commenter asserts that the draft EIR fails to analyze impacts to mineral 
resource zones that would occur as a result of implementation of the 2040 
General Plan. Also refer to response to comment I61-3. 

I185-4 Refer to response to comment I61-4 and Master Response MR-7, which explains 
in detail why recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I186 

Robert M Chambers 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats the same comments provided in Letter I6. The responses below 
provide cross references to the portions of Letter I6 where responses to the same comments 
have already been provided. 

I186-1 Refer to response to comment I6-1, which discusses setbacks from freeways and 
high traffic roads as a way to reduce adverse air quality effects for sensitive 
receptors, and the feasibility of Mitigation Measure AQ-3 (Policy HAZ-10.X). 
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Letter 
I187 

Robert M Chambers 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I187-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I187-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations. 

I187-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I187-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I188 

Robert M Chambers 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter A13. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter A13 where responses to 
the same comments have already been provided. 

I188-1 The comment describes that the Ventura County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture, 
and Business (CoLAB) has provided the following comments to the Agricultural 
Policy Advisory Committee describing issues with the draft EIR “that CoLAB 
believes will negatively impact the viability of local agriculture.” This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I188-2 Refer to response to comment A13-7 and Master Response MR-5 regarding the 
feasibility of Mitigation Measure AG-2. 

I188-3 Refer to response to comment A13-8 regarding the Right-to-Farm Ordinance and 
land use conflicts. 

I188-4 Refer to response to comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-
agriculture interface. 

I188-5 Refer to response to comment A13-10 regarding 2040 General Plan Policies AG-
5.2 and AG-5.3. 

I188-6 Refer to response to comment A13-11 regarding water resources and loss of 
topsoil. 

I188-7 Refer to response to comment A13-12 regarding mitigation measure 
suggestions.  
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Letter 
I189 

Robert M Chambers 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I189-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I189-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I189-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I189-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding the analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I189-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I189-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I189-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I189-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I189-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I190 

Robin Munson 
February 26, 2020 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I3. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I3 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I190-1 Refer to response to comment I3-1 regarding the commenter’s concerns about 
climate change and the draft EIR analysis. 

I190-2 Refer to response to comment I3-2 regarding the use of the most current climate 
change science in the draft EIR analysis. 

I190-3 Refer to response to comment I3-3 regarding suggested mitigation measures. 
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Letter 
I191 

Scott Hirsch 
February 27, 2020 

 

I191-1 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for a 
discussion of the greenhouse gas policies in the 2040 General Plan and the 
factors related to the County’s ability to demonstrate that greenhouse gas targets 
aligned with State targets will be met. As discussed in the draft EIR and 
explained further in response to comment O20-14, the comment refers to a 
threshold of significance for daily reactive organic gas and nitrogen oxide 
emissions in the Ojai Valley which is referenced in the Ojai Valley Area 
Plan. This threshold, which applies to sources that are not permitted by the 
Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, was added to the Ventura County 
Air Pollution Control District’s Air Quality Assessment Guidelines in 1989 and the 
reference to this threshold was thereafter added to the Ojai Valley Area Plan in 
1995. The 2040 General Plan would not change this threshold.  
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Letter 
I192 

Sean McGrath 
February 24, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I192-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I192-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I192-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I192-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I192-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I192-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I192-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I192-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I192-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I193 

Sherlayne Glenn 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I193-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I193-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I193-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I193-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I193-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I193-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I193-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I193-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I193-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I194 

Sophia Valentina Arce 
February 27, 2020 

 

I194-1 The comment states that the Climate Action Plan does not include measurable 
and enforceable policies or meet State targets. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
for further discussion of the 2040 General Plan policies and programs, as well as 
the factors affecting the County’s ability to demonstrate greenhouse gas 
reductions in alignment with State greenhouse gas reduction targets. No specific 
issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy of the 
draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is provided. 
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Letter 
I195 

Stan Chambers 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I195-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I195-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I195-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I195-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR.  

I195-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I195-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I195-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I195-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I195-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I196 

Stanley Holroyd Chambers III 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I196-1 Refer to response to comment I8-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I196-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations. 

I196-3 Refer to Master Response MR-2 regarding the 2040 General Plan’s consistency 
with the Save Open Space and Agricultural Resources initiative.  

I196-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I197 

Steve Nash 
February 26, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I87. The 
responses below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I87 where responses to the 
same comments have already been provided. 

I197-1 The comment requests additional details related to implementation of the 2040 
General Plan and does not provide input related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
This comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the 
decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I197-2 Refer to response to comment I87-3 regarding the commenter’s suggested 
addition to the energy thresholds of significance in the draft EIR. 

I197-3 Refer to response to comment I87-4 regarding implementation of the 2040 
General Plan. 

I197-4 Refer to response to comment I87-5 regarding the thresholds of significance 
used in the draft EIR to evaluate greenhouse gas emissions.  

I197-5 Refer to response to comment I87-6 regarding implementation of the 2040 
General Plan. 

I197-6 Refer to response to comment I87-7 regarding the draft EIR’s impact conclusion 
for cumulative greenhouse gas emissions and overall adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I198 

Steven Colome 
February 26, 2020 

I198-1 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Also, the comment summarizes more 
detailed comments provided elsewhere in the comment letter. See responses to 
comments I198-2 through I198-11, below, for responses to the commenter’s 
more detailed comments.  

I198-2 The comment states that the draft EIR greenhouse gas analysis does not meet 
the greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals of the State. The draft EIR correctly 
includes an analysis of the 2040 General Plan’s consistency with State goals. 
Page 4.8-52 of the draft EIR acknowledges this in its post mitigation significant 
conclusion and states “although the 2040 General Plan would not conflict with 
State GHG reduction targets and recommended local actions established in the 
2017 Scoping Plan, and the 2040 General Plan would set future GHG emissions 
on a downward trajectory consistent with State reduction targets, it cannot be 
determined at this program level of analysis that future emissions within the 
county meet State 2030 and post-2030 targets for GHG reduction. Therefore, this 
impact would be significant and unavoidable.”  

 Contrary to the commenter’s assertion, neither Climate Action Plans (CAPs) nor 
General Plans are obligated to meet State goals. For additional detail pertaining 
to the development of the 2040 General Plan policies and programs, refer to 
Master Response MR-1. 

I198-3 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I198-4 This comment expresses an opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not 
related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is 
acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies 
for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. Also refer to Master Response MR-1for discussion of the draft 
EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 
implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce GHG 
emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation measures included in 
the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of the 2040 
General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions.. 

I198-5 The comment highlights the emissions from the oil and gas sector, suggesting 
that petroleum production and downstream uses of petroleum should be included 
in the GHG inventory, and that the global warming potential for methane used in 
the inventory is inaccurate. The comment also suggests that the 2040 General 
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Plan should include a systematic reduction in petroleum extraction, and 
questions the dismissal of the Limit Active and Idle Wells and Reduce Oil Well 
Emissions Alternative in the draft EIR. 

Refer to Master Response MR-1 regarding concerns with the completeness and 
accuracy of the baseline GHG inventory, particularly regarding GHG emissions 
associated with oil and gas production. Emissions associated with oil and gas 
wells were included in the inventory. Petroleum use within the county is also 
accounted for. Use of oil and gas produced in the county but consumed outside 
of the county is not included in the inventory. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
and response to comment O1-2 for a discussion of the global warming potential 
of methane. 

 The draft EIR describes, but dismisses from detailed evaluation, an alternative to 
the project that would limit oil wells in the county. As noted by the commenter, 
this dismissal was based, in part, on the fact that the 2040 General Plan includes 
policies that address the address the emission of air pollutants from these wells. 
For the purposes of evaluation under the California Environmental Quality Act, 
alternatives should address the significant environmental impacts of 
implementing the whole of the project while obtaining the project’s objectives. 
The Limit Active and Idle Wells and Reduce Oil Well Emissions Alternative 
focuses on one specific land use and does not comprehensively address most of 
the basic project objectives. As explained in the draft EIR analysis of alternatives: 

As an initial matter, major elements of this alternative are included in the 
2040 General Plan. For example, the 2040 General Plan includes several 
policies that would have the effect of limiting increases in the number of 
new discretionary oil and gas wells in the county. Policy COS-7.2 would 
require that new oil wells subject to discretionary approval are located a 
minimum of 1,500 feet from residential dwellings and 2,500 feet from any 
school. The substantial increases in setback requirements for new wells 
subject to discretionary permitting established by this policy would likely 
reduce the number of new discretionary oil and gas wells by prohibiting 
new discretionary wells within certain areas. In addition, there are two 
policies proposed in the 2040 General Plan that would result in new 
requirements that would apply to new oil and gas projects subject to 
discretionary action by the County that would reduce the number of new 
discretionary oil and gas wells without placing a physical limitation on 
location or access: Policy COS-7.8 would require oil wells to use pipelines 
to convey oil and produced water (rather than trucking) and Policy COS-
7.9 would require that gases emitted from all new discretionary oil and gas 
wells are collected and used or removed for sale or proper disposal (rather 
than flaring) except for cases of emergency or for testing purposes. For 
several economic, legal, technological, and other reasons described in 
more detail in Section 4.12, “Mineral and Petroleum Resources,” Policies 
COS-7.8 and COS-7.9 could make new oil and gas wells subject to the 
County’s discretionary approval process infeasible (page 6-9). 

Refer also to Master Response MR-4, which discusses the proposal to phase out 
oil and gas production. 
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I198-6 This comment asserts that the GHG inventory does not include emissions 
sources such as methane leaks and should be revised. Refer to Master 
Response MR-1 for a detailed discussion of the inventory prepared for the 2040 
General Plan, including discussion of fugitive methane emissions. 

I198-7 The comment expresses disapproval of the 2040 General Plan’s policies related 
to clean energy. The comment suggests additional topics that could be 
considered in the 2040 General Plan, specifically related to employment in clean 
energy and incentives to improve energy efficiency, and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan.  

The comment suggests that the County should adopt a policy of creating two 
clean energy jobs for every job lost due to phase out of oil and gas production. 
Note that the 2040 General Plan includes Policy EV-6.3, in addition to Policy EV-
4.2, “prepare workers for jobs in green construction.” Refer also to the discussion 
of the Carbon Neutrality Alternative in Chapter 6, “Alternatives,” the draft EIR, 
which explains that the County has limited authority to set aside jobs in the 
renewable energy sector specifically for individuals employed in the oil and gas 
industry. Refer to responses to comments O1-29 and I176-3 for a discussion of 
incentives and energy savings from the existing building stock. 

I198-8 The comment’s requests to delete references to “CAP” from the 2040 General 
Plan are noted. Note that there is no statutory or regulatory requirement defining 
what constitutes a CAP. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for discussion of the 
draft EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 
45 implementation programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce GHG 
emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation measures included in 
the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of the 2040 
General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions 

The comment states that the draft EIR should recommend the development of a 
CAP that meet State goals as a mitigation measure. The County has revised 
Mitigation Measure GHG-4 to clarify that, “The CEC [Climate Emergency 
Council] shall demonstrate in the materials submitted to the Board of Supervisors 
that the proposed subprograms and policies would result in quantifiable GHG 
emission reductions that further the County’s progress towards achieving the 
2030, 2040, and 2050 GHG reduction targets and goals established in the 2040 
General Plan.” The full text of revised Mitigation Measure GHG-4 is provided in 
final EIR Chapter 3, “Revisions to the Draft EIR.” 

I198-9 The comment references attachments to the main body of the letter, which 
provides a list of experts that the commenter believes should have been 
consulted during preparation of the 2040 General Plan. The County has reviewed 
the attachment and determined that it did not contain comment on the content or 
conclusions of the draft EIR, nor did it raise any significant environmental issues 
for which a response is required.  
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I198-10 The comment references attachments to the main body of the letter and is 
related the global warming potential of methane assumed in the GHG inventory. 
GHG emissions for the unincorporated county in 2015 are summarized in Table 
4.8-1 on page 4.8-5 of the draft EIR. Page 4.8-4 includes a discussion explaining 
the methodology used to determine these levels of emissions. To reiterate what 
is explained in the draft EIR, the 2015 community-wide GHG inventory was 
prepared using the U.S. Community Protocol for Accounting and Reporting of 
GHG Emissions, Version 1.1 with the most recent global warming potential 
values derived from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Fifth 
Assessment Report, which is the most recently published assessment report. 
These global warming potential values represent the current climate change 
science and are appropriate for use in this analysis. Refer to Master Response 
MR-1 for further discussion. The County has reviewed the attachment and 
determined that it did not contain comment on the content or conclusions of the 
draft EIR, nor did it raise any significant environmental issues for which a 
response is required. All comment letters submitted to the County on the draft 
EIR are provided with complete attachments in Attachment 1 to this final EIR. 

I198-11 See Master Response MR-1 for detailed information pertaining to the 
development of the GHG inventory prepared for the 2040 General Plan and draft 
EIR, including methane and the recent National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration report. 
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Letter 
I199 

Susan Chapman 
February 14, 2020 

 

I199-1 The comment recommends that the County adopt the strongest measures to 
ensure greenhouse gas emissions are curbed. This comment expresses an 
opinion about the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the 
draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be 
forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a 
decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1 
for discussion of the draft EIR’s detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis of 
the 118 policies and 45 implementation programs included in the 2040 General 
Plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the county and the seven 
feasible mitigation measures included in the draft EIR to address the potentially 
significant GHG impacts of the 2040 General Plan and achieve additional GHG 
emissions reductions.  
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Letter 
I200 

Susan Poland 
February 25, 2020 

 

I200-1 This comment regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR is noted. However, no 
specific issues related to the content, analysis, conclusions, or overall adequacy 
of the draft EIR are raised in this comment. Therefore, no further response is 
provided. 

I200-2 The comment states that the draft EIR does not analyze the impacts of solar 
installation and net zero energy modifications on historic resources. The draft 
EIR analyzes at a programmatic level, the physical changes that could occur 
upon implementation of the 2040 General Plan. While policies and programs 
relevant to each resource topic (specifically, those relevant to the impact analysis 
performed under the significance criteria for that topic) are identified throughout 
the draft EIR in Sections 4.1 through 4.17, the complete draft 2040 General Plan 
was reviewed in preparation of the draft EIR. Refer to Section 4.4, “Cultural, 
Tribal Cultural, and Paleontological Resources,” for an analysis of the effects of 
2040 General Plan policies on historic resources.  

 The comment also asserts that Mitigation Measure CUL-1c would result in an 
unreasonably burdensome requirement that would discourage properties owner 
from conducting energy improvements to their properties. Mitigation Measure 
CUL-1c does not include the provision about evaluation of structures over 50 
years old quoted by the commenter and would not preclude energy efficiency 
upgrades. Mitigation Measure CUL-3 does propose project-level historic resource 
surveys, but would only apply during project-specific environmental review of 
discretionary development. Improvements involving basic maintenance and 
repair or minor rehabilitation that do not involve a change of design, material, 
appearance or visibility of the property and its character-defining features further 
described in Ventura County Cultural Heritage Board Resolution No. 2017-2.1, 
including solar installations installed in a manner that minimizes visibility from any 
public right-of-way and window upgrades involving like-for-like  materials on 
residential properties are not subject to discretionary review and would not be 
subject to this requirement. Also refer to the response to comment O32-27.  
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Letter 
I201 

Teal Rowe 
February 26, 2020 

 

I201-1 The commenter refers to a letter submitted by Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas. 
See responses to Letter O20. 
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Letter 
I202 

Teresa Jordan 
February 5, 2020 

 

I202-1 The comment provides introductory language outlining concerns responded to 
below. This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a 
response is required. 

I202-2 The comment states that the draft EIR should include mention of the Hill Fire and 
Easy Fire. The “Environmental Setting” in Section 4.9, “Hazards, Hazardous 
Materials, and Wildfire,” provides a brief summary of recent fires in the County. 
The Hill Fire, and its connection to the Woolsey Fire is explained on page 4.9-3. 
This information is intended to inform the analysis of the potential to expose 
people to risk of wildfire, impair implementation of emergency response plans, or 
exacerbate wildfire risk in Impact 4.9-6. The October 2019 Easy Fire was not 
included because it occurred after the January 2019 release of the Notice of 
Preparation. 

The impact discussion describes the existing economic and environmental 
barriers, acknowledging that “adequate fire response staff may not be available 
within the county, requiring the need to enlist established mutual aid agreements 
with other neighboring fire agencies and the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection” during major or multiple wildland fire events and “response 
times for a wildland fire event may be inadequate due to insufficient access 
because of limited lane roads, inadequately maintained roads, and remote areas 
that need to be accessed” (draft EIR page 4.9-20). 

I202-3 The comment expresses an opinion about the standards set by the Ventura 
County Fire Apparatus Access Code, an existing regulation summarized in the 
draft EIR. The comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
Therefore, no response is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for 
the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their 
consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I202-4 The comment provides suggested edits to and opinions about policies proposed 
in the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I202-5 The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan and is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response is required. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan. 

I202-6 The comment notes a typographical error in Figure 11-6 on page 11-29 of the 
Background Report. As noted by the commenter, “Santa Felica” should be 
“Santa Felicia.” This error will be corrected on Figure 11-6 in the Background 
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Report. However, this misspelling is unrelated to the impact analysis and 
conclusions in the draft EIR.  

I202-7 The comment references attachments to the main body of the letter. The County 
has reviewed the attachments and determined that they do not contain comment 
on the content or conclusions of the draft EIR, nor do they raise any significant 
environmental issues for which a response is required. All comment letters 
submitted to the County on the draft EIR are provided with complete attachments 
in Attachment 1 to this final EIR. 
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Letter 
I203 

Tessa Salzman 
February 27, 2020 

 

I203-1 The comment provides introductory language outlining concerns that are 
responded to below; see responses to comments I203-2 through I203-10. This 
comment does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a response is 
required. 

I203-2 The comment summarizes issues related to existing pesticide and nutrient 
management that are not included in the Background Report. The effects of 
these existing practices are appropriately excluded from the draft EIR because 
the 2040 General Plan would not increase agricultural land use, expand the use 
of pesticides, or promote agricultural practices that reduce soil health.  The data 
characterizing existing conditions in the County provides a reasonable 
representation of conditions to inform an analysis of potential effects in the draft 
EIR. Note that the 2040 General Plan includes Policies AG-3.2 and AG-3.3, 
which encourage and support the use of Integrated Pest Management practices 
and provide information on how to do so. Similarly, Policy AG-5.1 encourages the 
use of inorganic, nitrogen-based fertilizers to reduce nitrogen emissions. 

I203-3 The comment suggests additional topics related to solutions and policies for 
pesticide and nutrient management that could be considered in the 2040 General 
Plan and suggests omission of Policy AG-4.4. This comment is not related to the 
adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I203-4 The comment outlines additional concerns about current agricultural processes. 
As described above, the environmental effects of existing agricultural operations 
that would not be affected by implementation of the 2040 General Plan are 
correctly omitted from the evaluation of impacts in the draft EIR. The draft EIR 
evaluates the potential for conversion of farmland as a result of the 2040 General 
Plan in Section 4.2, “Agriculture and Forestry Resources.” The effects (e.g., 
increased impermeability, loss of carbon sequestration potential, effect on natural 
ecosystems) that could result from the identified potential for conversion is 
evaluated throughout the draft EIR. 

The policy suggestions are not related to the environmental impacts identified in 
the draft EIR. Therefore, no further evaluation is required. However, this 
comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a 
final 2040 General Plan. 

I203-5 The comment suggests additional topics and policy solutions related to food 
security that could be considered in the 2040 General Plan and is not related to 
the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is acknowledged for the 
record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration 
prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 
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I203-6 The comment provides a listing of issues related to agriculture and water use that 
for consideration, some of which are derived from the Background Report and 
some that are supplemental, and provides suggestions that could support water 
efficiency in the agricultural sector. Water quality and sources of contamination 
are described in Chapter 10, “Water Resources,” of the Background Report. The 
comment highlights existing conditions and agricultural practices where the 
commenter identifies an area of concern, but is not related to potential 
environmental impacts associated with implementation of the 2040 General Plan 
or the analysis and conclusions in the draft EIR. 

 Note that the 2040 General Plan includes policies to encourage sustainable and 
regenerative farming (such as Policy AG-5.1, which encourages reduced use of 
nitrogen-based fertilizers, and Policy AG-5.4, which encourages water-saving 
irrigation techniques), as well as three policies (WR-6.1 through WR-6.3) 
intended to sustain the agricultural sector by ensuring and adequate water supply 
through water efficiency and conservation. These policies are evaluated in the 
draft EIR.  

I203-7 The comment suggests that the Area Plans should include mitigation to address 
agricultural concerns, but does not provide specific information about what this 
mitigation would be or how such mitigating policies would address impacts 
identified in the draft EIR. The comment also suggests that the County should 
develop a program that builds on the data required by the Farmland Mapping and 
Mitigation Program to track and monitor the causes and outcomes of loss of 
agricultural land so that these causes can be addressed through the Land Use 
Element. The comment also suggests that evaluation of any effect on climate 
caused by the conversion of agriculture should be evaluated. Note that the Area 
Plans are part of the 2040 General Plan evaluated in the draft EIR. Refer to 
Master Response MR-2 for additional discussion of how the Area Plans were 
included in the development of the 2040 General Plan.  

 Section 4.2, “Agriculture and Forestry Resources,” in the draft EIR concludes that 
potential loss of Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique 
Farmland, and Farmland of Local Importance as a result of future development 
under the 2040 General Plan would be significant. The conversion is unavoidable 
despite the addition of feasible mitigation, including a new policy that the County 
shall ensure that discretionary development located on land identified as 
Important Farmland on the State's Important Farmland Inventory is conditioned to 
avoid direct loss of Important Farmland as much as feasibly possible (Mitigation 
Measure AG-1) and an Implementation Program that would require the 
establishment of conservation easements as compensatory mitigation (Mitigation 
Measure AG-2). The applicability of the commenter’s suggestion to track and 
address the causes of loss of farmland through the Land Use Element is 
acknowledged. However, because it is not clear what changes would be made in 
the Land Use Element and how these changes would address the conversion of 
farmland in a manner not already provided in the 2040 General Plan or mitigation 
measures in the draft EIR, the suggestion cannot be considered further. No 
revisions to the draft EIR have been made in response to this comment. 
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I203-8 The comment summarizes why the Background Report and draft EIR should 
include discussion of local markets and supply chains. However, EIRs are not 
required to treat a project’s economic or social effects as significant effects on the 
environment (CEQA Guidelines, § 15131). Social and economic effects need only 
be considered in an EIR where there is a clear link between those economic or 
social effects and physical environmental changes. The economic issues raised in 
this comment would not result in any adverse physical changes to the 
environment not already addressed in the draft EIR. Refer to Master Response 
MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately uses the Background Report 
to describe the existing environmental setting in the draft EIR. 

I203-9 See Master Response MR-1 for detailed information pertaining to the development 
of the GHG inventory prepared for the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I203-10 This comment suggests inclusions of climatic changes over time in the 
discussion of agricultural production and an update to data provided about 
agricultural sales by commodity in Table 9-8 of the Background Report. This 
information is immaterial to the analysis and conclusions in the draft EIR 
regarding the potential environmental effects of implementing the 2040 General 
Plan. No changes to the draft EIR have been made in response to this comment. 
Refer also to Master Response MR-6 regarding Background Report content. 

I203-11 The comment summarizes more detailed comments provided above; see 
responses to comment I203-2 through I203-10. This comment is a concluding 
statement and does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a 
response is required. 
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Letter 
I204 

Thomas L Erickson 
February 25, 2020 

 

I204-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F Flaring, regarding the findings 
and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. 



Comments and Responses to Comments   

 Ventura County 
2-1208 2040 General Plan Final Environmental Impact Report 

 

Letter 
I205 

Thomas McCormick 
February 23, 2020 

 

I205-1 The comment refers to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and 
methane “super-emitters,” and states that the 2040 General Plan must include 
regulations to eliminate methane emissions. Refer to Master Response MR-1 for 
detailed information pertaining to the development of the greenhouse gas 
inventory prepared for the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I206 

Timothy F. Malloy 
February 27, 2020 

 

I206-1 The comment states that the Background Report and draft EIR do not adequately 
address the existing impacts of pesticide use in the agricultural sector; refer to 
Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County appropriately uses the 
Background Report to describe the existing environmental setting in the draft 
EIR. The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan, a report produced by 
the Ventura County Grand Jury, and the efficacy of the restricted materials 
permitting program and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. The draft 
EIR includes a discussion of the several ways in which the existing use and 
regulation of pesticides is addressed by the County (pages 4.2-5 and 4.2-6). The 
draft EIR correctly omits analysis of the impacts of pesticide and herbicide 
because such uses are not reasonably foreseeable future activities resulting from 
2040 General Plan implementation. In addition, an EIR is not required to mitigate 
existing environmental problems. This comment is acknowledged for the record 
and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior 
to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I206-2 The comment provides the preferred contact for the individual. The County has 
noted the information appropriately for future reference. 
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Letter 
I207 

Timothy Shaw McGrath 
February 24, 2020  

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I207-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I207-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I207-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I207-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I207-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I207-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I207-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I207-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I207-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I208 

Tina Rasnow and Dr. Brian Rasnow 
February 26, 2020 

 

I208-1 The comment addresses the draft 2040 General Plan’s treatment of aesthetics 
relative to health and safety, and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to 
the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on 
adopting a final 2040 General Plan.   

I208-2 The comment provides recommendations for climate change policies that could 
be included in the 2040 General Plan and is not related to the adequacy of the 
draft EIR. Note that the Climate Action Plan is embedded in the 2040 General 
Plan. Refer to Master Response MR-1for discussion of the draft EIR’s detailed 
quantitative and qualitative analysis of the 118 policies and 45 implementation 
programs included in the 2040 General Plan to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions in the county and the seven feasible mitigation measures included in 
the draft EIR to address the potentially significant GHG impacts of the 2040 
General Plan and achieve additional GHG emissions reductions. This comment 
is acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making 
bodies for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 

I208-3 The comment states that the “County should lead in research and 
experimentation” related to wildfire protection and damage mitigation. The 
comment is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. Therefore, no response 
is required. However, this comment is acknowledged for the record and will be 
forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to making a 
decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

I208-4 The comment summarizes the contents of the comment letter. This comment is a 
concluding statement and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 
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Letter 
I209 

Tom Erickson 
February 22, 2020 

 

I209-1 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.J, “Potential to Stop Issuing 
Permits for New Wells (Phase Out Oil and Gas Operations)”, regarding the 
findings and conclusions related to phasing out oil and gas operations. The 
remainder of the comment addresses implementation of the 2040 General Plan 
and is not related to the adequacy of the draft EIR. However, this comment is 
acknowledged for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-making bodies 
for their consideration prior to making a decision on adopting a final 2040 
General Plan. 
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Letter 
I210 

Toril Raymond 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I9. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I9 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I210-1 Refer to response to comment I9-2 regarding the history of the McLoughlin family 
and their land in Ventura County. 

I210-2 Refer to response to comment I9-3 regarding statements in the Coastal Area 
Plan. 

I210-3 Refer to response to comment I9-4 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I210-4 Refer to response to comment I9-5 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR.  

I210-5 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I210-6 Refer to response to comment I9-7 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I210-7 Refer to response to comment I9-8 regarding analysis of social and economic 
issues in the draft EIR. 

I210-8 Refer to response to comment I9-9 regarding water supply. 

I210-9 Refer to response to comment I9-10 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I211 

Toril Raymond 
No date 

 

I211-1 The commenter states that decreased water supplies and increased costs are a 
significant impact that would convert agricultural land use. Refer to response to 
comments I2-4 and I4-3 regarding water availability and cost.  

The commenter asserts that economics contribute to the conversion of 
agricultural land non-agricultural use. However, EIRs are not required to treat a 
project’s economic or social effects as significant effects on the environment 
(State CEQA Guidelines, § 15131). Social and economic effects need only be 
considered in an EIR where there is a clear link between those economic or 
social effects and physical environmental changes. The economic issues raised 
in this comment would not result in any adverse physical changes to the 
environment not already addressed in the draft EIR.  

Lack of farmworker supply and housing are also referenced as an issue that 
contributes to the conversion of agricultural land use to non-agricultural. CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15126.2(a) explains that “[a]n EIR shall identify and focus on 
the significant effects of the proposed project on the environment.” Therefore, 
only the impacts of agricultural changes caused by adoption of the 2040 General 
Plan need to be addressed in the EIR. Lack of farmworker supply and housing 
are not an environmental impact related to agriculture changes caused by the 
implementation of the 2040 General Plan EIR and no further response is required 
to address this issue. 

Lastly, the commenter cites an “increased regulatory burden from increasing 
compatibility issues from urban/ag interface” as an issue that contributes to the 
conversion of agricultural land non-agricultural use. Refer to response to 
comment A13-9 regarding impacts related to urban-agriculture interface and 
response to comment O32-15 regarding competition for water, the cost of 
agriculture in the county, lack of farmworker housing, and regulatory burdens. 

I211-2 Refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the 
draft EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I212 

Walt Beil 
February 27, 2020 

 

I212-1 The comment expresses concern related to oil and gas industry restrictions and 
subsequent effects to those employed by the industry. This comment is 
introductory in nature and does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required. 

I212-2 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.F Flaring, regarding the findings 
and conclusions related to flaring in oil and gas operations. 

I212-3 Refer to Master Response MR-4, Section MR-4.G Pipeline Requirements, 
regarding the findings and conclusions related to the conveyance of oil and 
produced water from oil and gas operations. 

I212-4 The comment summarizes API Coastal Chapter’s beliefs regarding the oil and 
gas industry as it relates to the 2040 General Plan. This comment is a concluding 
statement and does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a 
response is required. 
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Letter 
I213 

Wayne Morgan 
February 27, 2020 

 

I213-1 The comment addresses policies of the draft 2040 General Plan related to 
electric vehicle charging, battery energy storage, and smart grids, expresses 
concerns about climate change and oil production, and provides commentary 
about transportation technologies, the economics of renewable energy, and other 
topics. Refer to Master Response MR-4 regarding the comment to phase out oil 
production in the county. This comment is acknowledged for the record and will 
be forwarded to the decision-making bodies for their consideration prior to 
making a decision on adopting a final 2040 General Plan. 

 Additionally, the comment expresses concerns about environmental justice. 
Environmental justice is a social concept that melds concepts of racism, 
classism, and sexism with environmental conditions and advocates for the 
equitable distribution of environmental hazards. The federal government 
evaluates environmental justice pursuant to the National Environmental Policy 
Act to ensure the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people 
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the 
development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations and policies. The California Environmental Quality Act focuses on 
physical environmental changes, however, and EIRs are not required to treat a 
project’s economic or social effects as significant effects on the environment 
(State CEQA Guidelines, § 15131). Social and economic effects need only be 
considered in an EIR where there is a clear link between those economic or 
social effects and physical environmental changes. The social and economic 
issues raised in this comment would not result in adverse physical changes to 
the environment not already addressed in the draft EIR. 
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Letter 
I214 

William B. Kendall 
February 25, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I4. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I4 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I214-1 Refer to response to comment I4-1 regarding the adequacy of the draft EIR. 

I214-2 Refer to Master Response MR-5 regarding the feasibility of Mitigation Measure 
AG-2. 

I214-3 Refer to response to comment I4-3 regarding water availability and cost. 

I214-4 Refer to response to comment I4-4 regarding economic feasibility of 2040 
General Plan policies that could affect agricultural operations. 

I214-5 Refer to response to comment I4-5 regarding the commenter’s request for 
detailed studies and Master Response MR-6 for discussion of how the County 
appropriately uses the Background Report to describe the existing environmental 
setting in the draft EIR. 

I214-6 See response to comment O32-30 for a discussion of the potential for 2040 
General Plan policies and programs that encourage tree planting and 
preservation for a discussion of the potential to increase wildland fire hazard. 

I214-7 Refer to response to comment I4-7 regarding potential incompatibilities with 
adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

I214-8 The commenter refers to letters submitted by Aera Energy. See responses to 
Letters O5 and O6. 

I214-9 Refer to response to comment I4-9 regarding adequacy of the draft EIR and 
Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why recirculation of the draft 
EIR is not required. 
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Letter 
I215 

William A Miller 
February 26, 2020 

 

I215-1 The comment states that the draft EIR does not adequately analyze potential 
impacts to farmland, and provides an example of indirect impacts to farmland 
related to the development/expansion of adjacent bike paths and pedestrian 
trails. Refer to responses to comments O7-8 and I4-7 regarding potential 
incompatibilities with adjacent bicycle and pedestrian paths. The potential for 
development under the 2040 General Plan to directly cause conversion of 
Important Farmland to nonagricultural use is addressed in Impact 4.2-1. The draft 
EIR concludes that impacts would be significant and unavoidable, even after 
implementation of Mitigation Measures AG-1 and AG-2. This conclusion covers 
all development undertaken pursuant to the 2040 General Plan, and therefore 
includes development of bicycle paths.  
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Letter 
I216 

William Taylor and Kasey Taylor 
February 27, 2020 

 

This comment letter repeats many of the same comments provided in Letter I8. The responses 
below provide cross references to the portions of Letter I8 where responses to the same 
comments have already been provided. 

I216-1 Refer to response to comment I8-12 regarding the history of the McLoughlin 
family, and the adequacy of the 2040 General Plan and draft EIR. 

I216-2 Refer to response to comment I8-3 regarding roadway expansion, addition of 
bike paths and lanes, and the resulting loss of farmland and impacts related to 
farming operations.  

I216-3 Refer to response to comment I8-4 and Master Response MR-2 regarding the 
2040 General Plan’s consistency with the Save Open Space and Agricultural 
Resources initiative.  

I216-4 Refer to response to comment I8-5 regarding analysis of economic issues in the 
draft EIR. Also, refer to Master Response MR-7, which explains in detail why 
recirculation of the draft EIR is not required. 
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